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PRESS RELEASE

Regional Programme invests €647m in Border, Midland and Western Region

The sixth meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee under the National Development Plan took place in the Regional Assembly’s chamber in Ballaghaderreen on Friday, October 25th. Expenditure of €647m to date under the Regional Operational Programme was reported to the Monitoring Committee.  

Councillor Tony Ferguson, Chairman of the Monitoring Committee noted that good progress was being made in some of the more important areas of investment in the Regional Programme up to the middle of 2002, in particular Non-national Roads, Rural Water, County Enterprise Boards, Fishery Harbours and Childcare.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly stated that following the approval of the Monitoring Committee in September, the Terms of Reference for the mid-term evaluation of the Regional Operational Programme had been agreed, and it was anticipated that the evaluation would commence on schedule in early 2003.

Progress Report

By the end of June 2002 in excess of €647million had been spent in the Region under the Regional Programme. Of this €117m is accounted for by Structural Funds from the European Union. This cumulative expenditure breaks down across the four priorities as follows: -

Cumulative expenditure to end of June 2002 for BMW Regional OP

Local Infrastructure





€472.875million

Local Enterprise Development


            € 90.329 million

Agriculture & Rural Development



€ 24.594 million

Social Inclusion & Childcare



            € 59.592 million

Some of the main highlights to report under these priorities are:
Local Infrastructure :Over €385m has been invested to date in non-national roads projects in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement of over 12,000km of non-national roads.There are currently 185 group water schemes and small sewerage schemes that are in the process of being improved.49 urban and village renewal scheme projects have been initiated with plans for a further 535 projects to be completed by 2006.

Local Enterprise Development: Over 2,300 jobs have been created by the County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region.Five proposals for new Incubation Centres at the Institutes of Technology in the Region have been approved. 4326ha of woodland have been reconstituted or improved. Works are currently underway at 51 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region including the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal, where a €50m development is underway

Agriculture and Rural Development: Applications are being processed and approved by the Department of Agriculture and Food for the following schemes, Installation Aid for Young Farmers, Farm Waste Management, Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards, Animal Carcase Disposal and Development of Grain Storage Facilities. Over 14,000 farm families are availing of the Teagasc Rural Viability Service and a funding package has been agreed with the National Co-operative Farm Relief Services 
Social Inclusion and Childcare: 454 childcare projects, costing over €38m in the BMW Region have been approved.  These projects will support 5,895 existing childcare places and 5,455 new childcare places.The Department of Social, Community and family Affairs is supporting 79 Community Development and Family Resource Centre Projects in the Region. Expenditure of over €30m has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Co.s, 5 Community Partnerships and to 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Westmeath and Louth) in the BMW Region up to mid 2002.
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CONTACT

Gerry Finn, Director

B.M.W. Regional Assembly

The Square, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon

Tel: 0907 62970, Fax:  0907 62973, email: info@bmwassembly.ie
All recent press releases and reports of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly are available on our website: www.bmwassembly.ie

EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan

· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region

· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region

BMW Regional Operational Programme

The BMW Regional Operational Programme provides for an investment of €4.09bn under the National Development Plan over the 2000-2006 period. The E.U. contribution to the Operational Programme over 7 years is €400m across the four structural funds ERDF, ESF, EAGGF and FIFG.  The Regional Operational Programme focuses on the development of local infrastructure, local enterprises, agriculture and rural development and social inclusion and childcare.  

Role of the Monitoring Committee

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the 62 measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments, Social Partners, and Regional Interests The EU Commission is also represented on the Committee.
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DETAILS OF PROGRESS BY PRIORITY AND MEASURE

Local Infrastructure Priority

The aim of the Local Infrastructure Priority is to improve access within the region and to counteract those factors that restrict the potential of the Region as a place to live, work and visit either for tourism or for business. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· Over €385m has been invested in non-national roads projects by Local Authorities in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement of over 12,000km of non-national roads.

· There are currently 185 group water schemes and small sewerage schemes that are in the process of being improved – this will ensure an improvement in the quality of supply for approximately 44,000 people in the region.

· The details of the €127m Waste Management Capital Infrastructure Grant Scheme were announced in March. This scheme is targeted towards recovery and recycling facilities.  The first round of allocations will be made shortly.

· There are 49 urban and village renewal scheme projects initiated with plans for a further 535 projects o be completed by 2006.

· Funding of over £40m has been made available in a second call for proposals for broadband I.T. infrastructure and this call has been extended to include public bodies, in particular, the local authorities

· Funding of €2.6m has been allocated to Drogheda Port Company under the Seaport Infrastructure Programme, and an allocation of €1m has been made to Westport Harbour Commissioners under the Seaport Disengagement Programme.

· The four regional airports in the BMW Region have been allocated €5.5m.  Funding of €1.2m had already been allocated to cover promotional and safety expenditure

· The Museum of Country Living opened at Turlough House Castlebar, Co. Mayo in September 2001.

· Five projects in the BMW Region have been approved by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands under the ACCESS Programme which supports Arts and Culture capital facilities

· Preliminary work is continuing in relation to the Mayo National Park and the Clara Bog Visitor Centre

· Work on eight heritage site projects commenced in the BMW Region including work at Clonmacnoise Co. Offaly and at Portumna in Co. Galway.

· An additional 1320meteres of public mooring has been provided along inland waterways including the completion of works at Boyle Co. Roscommon and the construction of a new jetty on the Shannon Erne Waterway at Ballyconnell.

Local Enterprise Development Priority

The aim of the Local Enterprise Development Priority is to promote sustainable economic growth and employment creation in the BMW Region. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· All of the tourism measures have now been launched, including supports for major attractors, special interest pursuits, environmental projects, tourism and recreational angling and marine tourism.

· Over 2300 jobs have been created by the County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region 

· Five proposals for new Incubation Centres at the Institutes of Technology in the Region have been approved.

· 4326ha of woodland have been reconstituted or improved.

· Works are currently underway at 51 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region including the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal, where a €50m development is underway.

· Over €6m which is co funded by EU FIFG funding has been approved for aquaculture projects in the B.M.W. Region

· Ten piers have been identified for inclusion in the Gaeltacht/Island Harbours Development programme and feasibility studies on further piers are ongoing.

Agriculture and Rural Development Priority

Farming will benefit from the overall investment under the N.D.P. and rural development has been given an important role to play. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· Applications are being processed and approved by the Department of agriculture and Food for the following schemes:

· Installation Aid for Young Farmers,

·  Farm Waste Management, 

· Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards, 

· Animal Carcase Disposal and 

· Development of Grain Storage Facilities.

· In the area of alternative enterprises, schemes for Commercial Horticulture, Potato Sector, Organics, Equine Quality Improvement and Alternative Enterprise Schemes have all been launched and applications are being approved

· In July 2001, the Government gave its approval for the selection of 38 Local Action Groups under the LEADER + Community Initiative and the Area Based Rural Development Initiative with a total public allocation of €140m and projects are being approved throughout the region.

· The Western Investment Fund, which is being administered by the Western Development Commission has supported the creation and maintenance of 122 full-time equivalent jobs.  26 projects have been approved, to date.

· Over 14,000 farm families are availing of the Teagasc Rural Viability Service and a funding package has been agreed with the National Co-operative Farm Relief Services

Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority

The Regional Operational Programmes encompass measures at regional level designed to combat poverty and promote equality and social inclusion and in particular measures to boost childcare provision. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· 454 childcare projects, costing over €38m in the BMW Region have been approved.  These projects will support 5,895 existing childcare places and 5,455 new childcare places.

· 16 projects throughout the BMW region have been selected under the Equality for Women Measure, including pilot projects on equality proofing of County Development Strategies by the County Development Boards

· The Department of Social, Community and family Affairs is supporting 79 Community Development and Family Resource Centre Projects in the Region.

· Implementation of the CONNECT (Prison Service Training and Development) Programme has commenced in the prisons in the region and approval of additional provisions under the Probation and Welfare Service has been granted

· Funding is being provided to youth work organisations through the Youth Service Grant Scheme.  Projects in Roscommon, Laois, Galway and Athlone have been approved under the Special Projects for Disadvantaged Youth Scheme and 8 Youth Information Centres in the Region are being supported and funding is provided to Galway under the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund.

· 12 Garda Youth Diversion Projects have been established in the Region

· Expenditure of over €30m has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Co.s, 5 Community Partnerships and to 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Westmeath and Louth) in the BMW Region up to mid 2002.
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