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May 29th 2003 





    PRESS RELEASE

BMW Assembly announces Wireless Internet Service to 

rural communities 

The Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly today announced details of a new innovative wireless internet service to rural towns and communities throughout the region. 

This new service will deliver high-speed internet connectivity to rural locations not included in the Government’s National Broadband rollout. The provision of internet services to rural areas is considered essential to facilitating tele-working, e-commerce, home based learning and other applied services. 

A total contribution in excess of  €250,000 from the European Union has been awarded to three selected projects involving four locations, three of which are in CLAR areas (Programme for disadvantaged rural areas) to provide a wireless based internet service locally.  The selected projects and promoting consortia are: -

1.
Ballinlough Co. Roscommon & Ballyhaunis Co. Mayo


Enterprise Kiltullagh Ltd and Ballyhaunis Chamber of Commerce in association with Last Mile Wireless.

2.
Strokestown, Co. Roscommon

Strokestown Community Broadband Initiative in association with Leap Broadband

3. Virginia, Co. Cavan

Virginia Development Association in partnership with Digiweb. 

Commenting on this new pilot service, BMW Director Gerry Finn stated that : -

“ the funding available will provide consortia of local communities and telecomms providers with the seed capital to establish a service that will offer an efficient,  cost effective, ‘always on’ internet service locally for the benefit of business, domestic and public service users; a wireless solution will deliver download speeds of up to 512kbps – almost 10 times faster than currently available in rural communities”  he added

Mr. Finn concluded by saying: -
“Community involvement in these projects, we believe, will be the key to the long term sustainability and success of the wireless internet service in rural areas of the BMW region” 

Funded as part of a European Commission supported Regional Programme of Innovative Actions, the wireless internet service, which called for expressions of interest in January 2003 has received overwhelming interest from throughout the region and beyond.  

ENDS 

_______________________ 

Further information available from: 

Michael O’ Brien, 

Programme Liaison Officer 

BMW Regional Assembly 

Phone: 0907-62970 

e-mail: mobrien@bmwassembly.ie 
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