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Atlantic Gateways Initiative
Making it Happen

Atlantic Gateway Corridor: Catalyst to Economic Recovery

Friday 20, November 2009: 
Delegates at major seminar on the future development of the Atlantic Gateway Cities of Cork, Limerick, Galway and Waterford were told that a radical change of thinking was required in order to properly realise an integrated approach to the development of the cities and the corridors between them, as envisaged in the NSS.

The seminar, organised by the Atlantic Gateways Initiative Steering Group, took place in Limerick today and was well attended by key stakeholders from the private and public sector in the Gateway Cities and across the region.  The Chairman of the Group, Mr Stephen Blair said that collaboration between sectors is central to achieving competitive city regions.  “In order to strengthen the critical mass of the Gateway Cities partnership, both between the cities themselves and between the public & private sectors, cannot be emphasised enough” he added.  Mr Blair also welcomed the publication of the Atlantic Gateways Corridor Development Framework by Minister Gormley yesterday.
Minister of State at the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Michael Finneran TD in his keynote address emphasised the importance of the NSS and the Atlantic Gateway Initiative. He said "I want this Atlantic Gateways Initiative to begin to instil collaboration and trust between the public and private sectors where we can build bridges – physical, economic and social - together in achieving a new metropolitan corridor along the western and southern seaboards."  Minister Finneran went on to say that the development of the Atlantic Gateway cities was complementary to the development of the rural areas in between.
Director of the South West Regional Authority, John McAleer described the background to the Atlantic Gateways Initiative and set out his thoughts on its future direction.  He outlined that connectivity is key to the Initiative, in terms of Planning Connectivity, Physical Connectivity such as roads and Rail and Cognitive Connectivity such as innovation, joint ventures and marketing.  Mr. McAleer went on to say that “there is a real need for Regional Innovation Clusters to bring all actors together in what he described as a ‘triple helix’ – Universities, Firms and National & Regional Development Agencies, to create a dynamic development area within and across the Gateways”.
Mr. Pearce Flannery, who is founder of Pragmatica, one of Irelands leading Business Advisory Consultants challenged the delegates to have a radical rethink on how the current challenges facing the country can be overcome.  He stated that the private sector depends on the public sector and vice versa and that there is a need to understand each others constraints.  Mr. Flannery suggested a new approach should be adopted with regard to the future development at Shannon Airport.  He feels that a development strategy should think beyond the airport itself and consider why passengers should fly into Shannon.  He also suggested that Shannon could have massive potential as a European Cargo Hub.  On the issue of Dail Eireann,  Mr. Flannery suggested that it is probably over populated and that more power should be devolved to Regional and Local Level.  
Addressing the Seminar, Professor Eamonn Murphy, University of Limerick outlined the contribution of the Higher Education Institutes to the development of the Atlantic Gateway Initiative.  He again emphasized the importance of collaboration, in particular within the higher education sector to work towards a ‘collective goal’ – jobs creation and the transformation of the existing workforce to meet new challenges.  Prof Murphy expressed his wish that the Higher Education Sector would adopt the ‘Munster Rugby’ spirit of working together to achieve a collective objective.      
ENDS:

Further details are available from:

Stephen Blair

Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly

Ph 051-860700

Mob 087-6481599

Fax 051- 879887

Email sblair@seregassembly.ie 

Note for the Editor:

The Atlantic Gateways Initiative Steering Group is comprised of representatives from Shannon Development, Regional Assemblies, Regional Authorities, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and private sector interests such as IBEC.  The group is responsible for the overseeing and leading the implementation of the Atlantic Gateways Report.
The Atlantic Gateways Report which was published in September 2006 is a key step to the implementation of the NSS and it outlined how an integrated approach to the development of the cities of Cork, Limerick-Shannon, Galway and Waterford would be a key element of the Governments objective for more balanced regional development.   
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