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PRESS RELEASE

BMW Assembly Director welcomes Transport 21 
Mr. Gerry Finn Director of the Border Midland and Western Regional Assembly has welcomed the major transport investment programme announced by the Government in Dublin Castle today.

In particular, he welcomed the announcement of the gradual re-opening of the Western Rail Corridor from Ennis to Claremorris and the commitment to preserving the entire line to Sligo.  This was consistent with the recommendations made in the report of the Working Group (McCann report) that was presented to the Minister for Transport earlier this year, of which he was a member. Mr. Finn also complemented the Western Inter County Railway Committee and the West on Track Committee for their concerted efforts in effectively highlighting the need for the reopening of the Western Rail Corridor and he looked forward to the speedy implementation of this project.
He stated that the proposed investment in the national primary and secondary road network indicates a strong commitment to linking the designated gateways and hubs in accordance with the National Spatial Strategy and as detailed in the Regional Planning Guidelines.  The National Spatial Strategy emphasises the important role played by effective transport and communications in making places attractive for investment and growth and in promoting balanced regional development.
The upgrading of the national roads and public transport networks has been a major objective for the BMW Regional Assembly since its establishment in 1999, and since then meetings had taken place with the Taoiseach, Ministers for Transport and with senior officials in the NRA and Iarnrod Eireann to press for greater investment in transport infrastructure in the objective one BMW region.  The BMW Regional Foresight report launched in September last had identified the investment in the region’s roads, public transport networks and airports as crucial in order to underpin the competitiveness and development of the regional economy as a whole.

Finally, he stated that he looked forward to seeing the full implementation of the transport plan without undue delay.

CONTACT:
Gerry Finn, Director, BMW Regional Assembly 094 -9862970
DATE: 1st November 2005
EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan

· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region

· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region
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