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Councillor Connie Hanniffy, Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly accorded a civic welcome to a delegation of 14 public representatives and officials from the Jonkoping area in Sweden who were on a fact-finding trip to the Region.  
The delegation represents the Objective 2 Swedish Islands group which encompasses a total of 56 municipalities in 15 counties.  The programme involves over 300 inhabited islands off the Swedish coast in the 4 major lakes Vanern, Vattern, Hjalmaren, Malaren and the Island of Gotland.  The total population of these islands is close to 90,000 inhabitants.  As part of their study trip, the delegation visited Inis Oirr, one of the Aran Islands.  During their visit to the Assembly, the group was given a presentation on the strategic and technical issues of managing a Regional Operational Programme with specific emphasis on EU Structural Funds.  
Cllr. Hanniffy, who is the first woman elected as Cathaoirleach of the Assembly is a member of Offaly County Council, Midland Regional Authority, BMW Regional Assembly and at European level, the Committee of the Regions.  As a member of the Committee of the Regions she has regular contact with all of the European partners and in fact works closely with representatives from the Swedish delegation.  In her address, she said that she was fully aware of the issues facing their region particularly in the next round of Structural Funds post 2006.

The BMW Regional Assembly is responsible for managing the Regional Operational Programme under the NDP plan 2000 – 2006 which benefits from funding from EU Structural Funds.
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