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PRESS RELEASE

Regional Programme invests €925m in Border, Midland

 and Western Region

The seventh meeting of the Monitoring Committee for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan took place in the Regional Assembly’s chamber in Ballaghaderreen on Monday, April 28th. Expenditure of €925m to date under the Regional Operational Programme was reported to the Monitoring Committee.  

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly noted that good progress was being made in some of the more important areas of investment in the Regional Programme up to the end of 2002, in particular Non-national Roads, Rural Water, County Enterprise Boards, Fishery Harbours and Local Development.

The Monitoring Committee also considered the report of an Evaluation of the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme and received an update on the progress of the Mid-Term Evaluation of the Regional Operational Programme, currently being undertaken by a consortium led by Fitzpatrick Associates.

Progress Report

By the end of 2002 in excess of €926million had been spent in the Region under the Regional Programme. Of this €174m is accounted for by Structural Funds from the European Union. This cumulative expenditure breaks down across the four priorities as follows: -

Cumulative expenditure to end of 2002 for BMW Regional OP

Local Infrastructure





€659.843million
Local Enterprise Development


            € 134.459 million
Agriculture & Rural Development



€ 44.20  million
Social Inclusion & Childcare



            € 86.602 million
Some of the main highlights to report under these priorities are:
Local Infrastructure :Over €500m has been invested to date in non-national roads projects in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement of over 13,500km of non-national roads.  There are more than 47,000 people benefiting from improvements in group water schemes and small sewerage schemes.  124 urban and village renewal scheme projects have been initiated with plans for a total of 589 projects to be completed by 2006.

Local Enterprise Development: Over 3,600 jobs have been created by the County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region. Four proposals for new Incubation Centres at the Institutes of Technology in the Region have been approved. 9,491ha of woodland have been reconstituted or improved. Works are currently underway at 5o fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region including the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal, where a €50m development is underway

Agriculture and Rural Development: Applications are being processed and approved by the Department of Agriculture and Food for the following schemes, Installation Aid for Young Farmers, Farm Waste Management, Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards, Animal Carcase Disposal and Development of Grain Storage Facilities. Over 300 projects have been approved by the Area-based Rural Development Groups in the region.  Over 13,000 farm families are availing of the Teagasc Rural Viability Service and a funding package has been agreed with the National Co-operative Farm Relief Services 
Social Inclusion and Childcare: 247 childcare projects, have been completed in the BMW Region up to the end of 2002.  These projects will support 3,269 new childcare places. The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is supporting 56 Community Development and Family Resource Centre Projects in the Region. Expenditure of over €40m has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Co.s, 5 Community Partnerships and to 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Westmeath and Louth) in the BMW Region up to the end of 2002.
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EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan
· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region
· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region
BMW Regional Operational Programme

The BMW Regional Operational Programme provides for an investment of €4.09bn under the National Development Plan over the 2000-2006 period. The E.U. contribution to the Operational Programme over 7 years is €400m across the four structural funds ERDF, ESF, EAGGF and FIFG.  The Regional Operational Programme focuses on the development of local infrastructure, local enterprises, agriculture and rural development and social inclusion and childcare.  

Role of the Monitoring Committee

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the 62 measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments, Social Partners, and Regional Interests. The EU Commission is also represented on the Committee.

[image: image2.png]









[image: image3.jpg]EUROPEAN UNION
RUCT D




DETAILS OF PROGRESS BY PRIORITY AND MEASURE

Local Infrastructure Priority

The aim of the Local Infrastructure Priority is to improve access within the region and to counteract those factors that restrict the potential of the Region as a place to live, work and visit either for tourism or for business. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· Over €500m has been invested in non-national roads projects by Local Authorities in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement of over 13,599km of non-national roads.
· There are over 47,000 people benefiting from upgraded group water schemes and small sewerage schemes in the region.
· The details of the Waste Management Capital Infrastructure Grant Scheme were announced in March, 2002.  This scheme is targeted towards recovery and recycling facilities.  The first round of allocations totalling €15m in respect of 55 local authority projects was announced in November, 2002.
· There are 124 urban and village renewal scheme projects completed with plans for a total of 589 projects o be completed by 2006.
· Expenditure of over €20m has taken place in regional broadband infrastructure, with over 600km in additional fibre pairs installed.
· Funding of €2.6m has been allocated to Drogheda Port Company under the Seaport Infrastructure Programme, and funding has also been allocated to Galway Harbour Company and to Dundalk Port Company.  An allocation of €1m each has been made to Westport Harbour Commissioners and Sligo Harbour Commissioners under the Seaport Disengagement Programme.
· Funding of €1.934m has been spent on improvements at the four regional airports in the BMW Region, up to the end of 2002. 

· The Museum of Country Living opened at Turlough House Castlebar, Co. Mayo in September 2001.
· Five projects in the BMW Region have been approved by the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands under the ACCESS Programme which supports Arts and Culture capital facilities
· Preliminary work is continuing in relation to the Mayo National Park and the Clara Bog Visitor Centre
· Work on nine heritage site projects has commenced in the BMW Region including work at Clonmacnoise Co. Offaly and at Portumna in Co. Galway.
· An additional 1374meteres of public mooring has been provided along inland waterways including the completion of works at Boyle Co. Roscommon and the construction of a new jetty on the Shannon Erne Waterway at Ballyconnell.
Local Enterprise Development Priority

The aim of the Local Enterprise Development Priority is to promote sustainable economic growth and employment creation in the BMW Region. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· All of the tourism measures have now been launched, including supports for major attractors, special interest pursuits, environmental projects, tourism and recreational angling and marine tourism.

· Over 3,600 jobs have been created by the County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region 
· Four proposals for new Incubation Centres at the following Institutes of Technology in the Region have been approved: GMIT (Galway and Castlebar), Athlone IT and Dundalk IT.
· 9,491ha of woodland have been reconstituted or improved under the Woodland Improvement measure
· Landing facilities have been improved at 50 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region including the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal, where a €50m development is underway.
· Over €8.86m, assisting 29 firms which is co funded by the EU FIFG fund, has been approved for aquaculture projects in the B.M.W. Region
· Twelve piers have been identified for inclusion in the Gaeltacht/Island Harbours Development programme and feasibility studies on further piers are ongoing.
Agriculture and Rural Development Priority

Farming will benefit from the overall investment under the N.D.P. and rural development has been given an important role to play. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· Applications are being processed and approved by the Department of Agriculture and Food for the following schemes:
· Installation Aid for Young Farmers – 116 payments in 2002
·  Farm Waste Management  - 1,266 approvals
· Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards – 279 approvals
· Animal Carcase Disposal – 9 applications received
· Development of Grain Storage Facilities – 10 approvals
· In the area of alternative enterprises, schemes for Commercial Horticulture, Potato Sector, Organics, Equine Quality Improvement and Alternative Enterprise Schemes have all been launched and applications are being approved
· In July 2001, the Government gave its approval for the selection of 38 Local Action Groups under the LEADER + Community Initiative and the Area Based Rural Development Initiative with a total public allocation of €140m and projects are being approved throughout the region.  Over 300 projects were approved by the Area-based Groups to the end of 2002.
· The Western Investment Fund, which is being administered by the Western Development Commission has supported the creation and maintenance of 122 full-time equivalent jobs.  28 projects have been approved, to date.
· Over 13,000 farm families are availing of the Teagasc Rural Viability Service and a funding package has been agreed with the National Co-operative Farm Relief Services
Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority

The Regional Operational Programmes encompass measures at regional level designed to combat poverty and promote equality and social inclusion and in particular measures to boost childcare provision. Progress reported at the Monitoring Committee meeting included the following:

· 247 childcare projects, have been completed to the end of 2002.  These projects support 3,269 new childcare places.  In addition, 930 childcare workers have been supported.
· 19 projects throughout the BMW region are being assisted under the Equality for Women Measure, including pilot projects on equality proofing of County Development Strategies by the County Development Boards
· The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is supporting 56 Community Development and Family Resource Centre Projects in the Region.
· Implementation of the CONNECT (Prison Service Training and Development) Programme has commenced in the prisons in the region, with 173 participants to date, and approval of additional provisions under the Probation and Welfare Service has been granted
· Funding is being provided to youth work organisations through the Youth Service Grant Scheme.  Projects in Roscommon, Laois, Galway and Athlone have been approved under the Special Projects for Disadvantaged Youth Scheme and 8 Youth Information Centres in the Region are being supported and funding is provided to Galway under the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund.
· 12 Garda Youth Diversion Projects have been established in the Region
· Expenditure of over €40m has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Co.s, 5 Community Partnerships and to 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Westmeath and Louth) in the BMW Region up to the end of 2002.
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