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PRESS RELEASE

PUBLICATION OF THE BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY’S ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 2005
The BMW Regional Assembly has just published its Annual Report and Accounts for 2005. Introducing the report, Cllr. Michael McGreal, outgoing Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly, said “that the economy of the BMW region has developed considerably over the past few years and the Structural and other EU funds have played a significant role in this economic success.” Cllr. McGreal also said “as the population of the region increases, greater investment in infrastructure will need to take place on an on-going basis. This must include the upgrading of major infrastructure in the region including national secondary routes linking Hubs and Gateways as defined in the National Spatial Strategy (NSS).”

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the Assembly said “that a total of €2,273.4m has been spent under the Regional Operational Programme across a wide area including Local Infrastructure, Enterprise, Agriculture and Rural Development and Social Inclusion.” Mr. Finn also went on to say “that work is well underway in preparing the new programmes and will be completed later this year.  These programmes will concentrate more on issues relating to innovation, entrepreneurship, accessibility and environmental protection. The Assembly, in its submissions to the next NDP, highlighted the necessity to strengthen the commitment to balanced regional development by ensuring that financial commitments are fully delivered.”
Significant Activities 
The report also outlines a numbers of significant activities engaged in by the Assembly during 2005 which included:

· A joint meeting of the Border, Midland and Western and the Southern and Eastern Regional Assemblies with Mr. Brian Cowen, TD, Minister for Finance in March 2005

· Launch of Foresight Report by Mr. Dick Roche, TD, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. This sets out a long term vision and strategy for the development of the region
· An Annual Conference on “Innovation – The Key to Regional Competitiveness” addressed by Mr. Michael Martin, TD, Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
· €225m Structural Funds has been drawn down by the Assembly for Infrastructure, Enterprise, Agriculture and Social Inclusion to date
EU initiatives
The Annual Report also details a number of EU initiatives undertaken by the Assembly which included:

· Acting as National Contact Point for the Interreg IIIB Atlantic Area Programme 
· Participating in three Interreg Programmes: REGINA (Innovation), ADEP (Training and Capacity Building) and FUTURREG (Strategic Planning)
· Implementing a special regional programme of Innovative Actions of €1.8m
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