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PRESS RELEASE

BMW Assembly Chairperson welcomes National Roads Investment

Councillor Connie Hanniffy, Chairperson of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly has welcomed the increased allocation to the Border, Midland and Western region by the national Roads Authority in 2005.  

Councillor Hanniffy stated that there had been a substantial under-investment in the national primary and secondary roads network in the BMW region to date under the National Development Plan.  The allocation to the BMW Region in 2005 would now exceed €400m, which was significant increase on previous years’ allocations.  However, it would be misleading to believe that this increase would be sufficient to address the region’s road infrastructure needs. This level of investment needs to be sustained over a long period if the roads infrastructure deficits in the region are to be addressed.  The targets as set out in the NDP for the BMW region have not yet been achieved, she stated.
The upgrading of the national roads network has been a major objective for the BMW Regional Assembly since its establishment in 1999, and since then meetings had taken place with the Taoiseach, Ministers for Transport and NRA officials to press for greater investment in the objective one BMW region.  A regional investment priorities report to be published shortly by the Regional Assembly also identifies the investment in the region’s roads network as crucial in order to underpin the competitiveness and development of the regional economy as a whole.
Councillor Hanniffy concluded by stating that the provision of a 21st century national roads infrastructure was vital in order to promote increased economic activity, inward investment and the accessibility of regional centres to each other and to the major cities.  This was also required if the objectives set out in the national Spatial Strategy were to be achieved, she said
CONTACT:
Councillor Connie Hanniffy 087 2560876
EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan
· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region
· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region
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