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PRESS RELEASE

Regional Programme invests €1.76bn in the Border, Midland and Western Region

Expenditure of €1.76bn was reported to the twelfth meeting of the Monitoring Committee for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme which took place in the Regional Assembly’s chamber in Ballaghaderreen on Tuesday, April 26th.  Councillor Constance Hanniffy, Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly presided.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly in presenting the progress report to the Monitoring Committee stated that steady progress was being made and that expenditure had accelerated during 2004 in some areas of investment, including non-national roads, rural water, urban and village renewal, regional innovation, Area-based Rural Development, Western Investment Fund, Childcare and youth services, and that he was hopeful that this would continue through to the end of the programme.

The Monitoring Committee considered and adopted a large number of programme changes designed to ensure a more efficient delivery of initiatives, improved monitoring and the full take-up of European funding.

The meeting also received a report on the future of structural funds post 2006 from the European Commission.

Progress Report

By the end of 2004, €1.76 billion had been spent in the Region under the Regional Programme. This cumulative expenditure breaks down across the four priorities as follows: -

Cumulative expenditure to end of December 2004 for BMW Regional OP

	Local Infrastructure
	€1,202.237m

	Local Enterprise Development
	€241.158m

	Agriculture and Rural Development
	€120.021m

	Social Inclusion and Childcare
	€197.574m

	O.P. Total
	€1,760.99m


Some of the main highlights to report under these priorities are:
· Local Infrastructure: Over €864m has been invested to date in non-national roads projects in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement of over 21,865km of non-national roads.  There are more than 107,000 people benefiting from improvements in group water schemes and small sewerage schemes.  338 urban and village renewal scheme projects have been initiated.  Over €55m has been spent on regional broadband infrastructure, including the 14 towns in the BMW Region selected for the construction of metropolitan area networks (MANs).  An additional 1,915metres of public mooring has been provided along the inland waterways.
· Local Enterprise Development: Over €15.7m has been allocated to 27 tourism development projects in the BMW region. More than 15,900 jobs have been created by the County Enterprise Boards in the Region. €13.81m has been provided for the provision of incubation centres attached to the Institutes of Technology at Athlone, Dundalk, GMIT Castlebar, GMIT Mervue, Dundalk and Sligo. Works are currently underway at 50 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region and at the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal, a €50m development was officially opened in May 2004.  Over €18.9m grant aid has been paid out in the BMW Region to date under the Aquaculture Measure.
· Agriculture and Rural Development: Over €485m has been spent on farm waste management in the BMW region, to date with 1,209 project approvals during 2004. Applications are being processed and approved by the Department of Agriculture and Food for other schemes, including Installation Aid for Young Farmers, Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards, Animal Carcase Disposal and Development of Grain Storage Facilities. Over 820 projects have been approved by the Area-based Rural Development (LEADER) Groups in the region.  Over 13,200 farm families are availing of the Teagasc Rural Viability Service. Under the Western Investment Fund, €10.524m has been invested in 29 SMEs, 21 community projects and 2 strategic initiatives.
· Social Inclusion and Childcare: 8,667 new childcare places have been provided in the BMW Region, 178 childcare facilities have been established and 420 have been upgraded  19 equality for women projects have been approved to support access to employment, education, and training and to encourage career development among women.  The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is supporting 52 Community Development Projects in the Region. Expenditure of over €70m has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Co.s, 5 Community Partnerships and to 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Westmeath and Louth) in the BMW Region up to the end of December 2004.
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EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan
· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region
· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region
BMW Regional Operational Programme

The BMW Regional Operational Programme provides for an investment of €4.09bn under the National Development Plan over the 2000-2006 period. The E.U. contribution to the Operational Programme over 7 years is €400m across the four structural funds ERDF, ESF, EAGGF and FIFG.  The Regional Operational Programme focuses on the development of local infrastructure, local enterprises, agriculture and rural development and social inclusion and childcare.  

Role of the Monitoring Committee

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the 62 measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments, Social Partners, and Regional Interests. The EU Commission is also represented on the Committee.
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