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Regional Programme invests €2.48bn in Border, Midland and Western Region

Expenditure of over €2.48bn was reported to the 15th meeting of the Monitoring Committee for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme which took place in the Regional Assembly’s chamber in Ballaghaderreen on Monday, 23rd October.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly in presenting the progress report to the Monitoring Committee stated that progress and expenditure had continued to increase, with some measures now reaching or exceeding their original forecasts.  Mr Finn also informed the meeting that progress on some key investment areas needed to improve further if expenditure targets are to be met.

An update was given to the Monitoring Committee on the national framework for the next round of structural funds and the National Development Plan by the Department of Finance.  Mr. Gerry Finn also updated the Monitoring Committee on the new Regional Operational Programme 2007-13, which is being prepared by the Regional Assembly with a view to having the programme in place in 2007.   Mr. Finn informed the meeting that the scale and focus of the new programme would differ from the current programme due to a decrease in the level of funding available from the EU and a re-orientation of EU priorities towards innovation and the knowledge economy, environmental protection, accessibility and sustainable urban development.  He also informed the Monitoring Committee that the Regional Assembly will ensure that the priorities of the new OP will complement the significant investment envisaged under the National Development Plan 2007-13.
Progress Report

By the end of June 2006, over €2.48bnbillion had been spent in the Region under the Regional Programme. This cumulative expenditure breaks down across the four priorities as follows: -

Cumulative expenditure to end of June 2006 for BMW Regional OP

	Local Infrastructure
	€1,673.736

	Local Enterprise Development
	€315.845

	Agriculture and Rural Development
	€211.525

	Social Inclusion and Childcare
	€283.052

	O.P. Total
	€2,484.158


Some of the main highlights to report under these priorities to end June are:

Local Infrastructure:

Over €1163m has been invested in non-national roads projects by Local Authorities in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement and restoration of 27,914 km of non-national roads.

There are over 243,000 people benefiting from upgraded group water schemes and small sewerage schemes in the region with a total investment of over €311m.   

Over €19m has been spent in respect of 23 Civic Amenity sites in the region
480 urban and village renewal schemes projects have been completed or underway since the scheme began in 2000.

A total of 113 County and Group Broadband schemes have been completed and launched to date, with 71 of these in the BMW Region.

The four regional airports in the BMW Region Carrickfin (Donegal), Sligo, Knock and Galway have received over €7m in investment support. 
An additional 3,707 meters of public mooring has been provided by Waterways Ireland along inland waterways.

Local Enterprise Development: 

Fáilte Ireland’s Tourism Product Management Board (TPMB) have given 45 projects with a value of €25m full approval. 
Over 2,300 enterprises have been supported/created by the 13 County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region, and over 22,600 people have participated in training.
Under the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure four Incubation Centres are completed and operating (Athlone, Dundalk, GMIT Castlebar and GMIT Mervue).  

Under the Forestry sub-measures, some 17,720 hectares of degraded mature woodland has been improved.
Landing facilities have been improved at 49 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region including the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal. 
Over €27m has been invested under the Aquaculture Measure since the commencement of the programme . 
Under the Gaeltacht/Islands Harbours Development sub-measure 16 piers have been developed with a total spend of €23.6m
Agriculture and Rural Development: 

€90m has been invested under the Farm Waste Management scheme which provides assistance with the capital costs of providing animal housing and storage facilities for silage and agricultural waste.

€13.6m has been invested under the Dairy Hygiene Standards scheme which assists dairy farmers in upgrading their milk production facilities to ensure continued adherence to EU standards and to further improve on farm dairy hygiene standards. 

Over €8m has been paid out under the Installation Aid for Young Farmers scheme to encourage young trained people to take up farming and thus ensure the continued rejuvenation of the farming workforce. 
€11.8m has been invested in horticulture projects since 2000 and €1.85m has been invested in the organic sector
€24m has been made available by LEADER Groups under the Area Based Rural Development scheme leading to the creation of 424 full-time and 486 part-time jobs in rural areas.

The Western Investment Fund has seen a significant increase in the level of applications, approvals and disbursals in the BMW Region with 35 SMEs, 23 community projects and 2 strategic projects funded since 2000.

The Rural Viability Advisory Service is dedicated to helping small-to-medium scale farm families achieve and sustain a viable household income. There are nearly 15,750 users of the service.

Social Inclusion and Childcare 

An additional 10,872 childcare places have been created in the BMW region and 231 new facilities have already been established in the region and 470 facilities were upgraded.  Staffing grants are supporting 962 childcare workers.
27 projects throughout the BMW region have been assisted through the Equality for Women Measure including pilot projects on equality proofing of County Development Strategies by the County Development Boards
The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is supporting 49 Community Development Resource Centres in the Region.
43% of offenders have participated in the prison service training programme. 
Over 44,000 young people in the BMW region are benefiting under the Youth Services Grant Scheme, 9 Youth Information Centres receive ongoing support and 12 Garda Youth Diversion projects have been funded. 

Expenditure of over €93m has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Companies, 5 Community Partnerships and to 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Midlands and Louth) in the BMW Region up to the end of  2005.

Ends

CONTACT:
Gerry Finn, Director, B.M.W. Regional Assembly
Tel: 094 9862970, Fax:  094 9862973, 
www.bmwassembly.ie
EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan
· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region
· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region
BMW Regional Operational Programme

The BMW Regional Operational Programme provides for an investment of €4.09bn under the National Development Plan over the 2000-2006 period. The E.U. contribution to the Operational Programme over 7 years is €400m across the four structural funds ERDF, ESF, EAGGF and FIFG.  The Regional Operational Programme focuses on the development of local infrastructure, local enterprises, agriculture and rural development and social inclusion and childcare.  

Role of the Monitoring Committee

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the 62 measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments, Social Partners, and Regional Interests. The EU Commission is also represented on the Committee.

[image: image2.png]









[image: image3.jpg]EUROPEAN UNION
RUCT D




