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PRESS RELEASE
Minister Finneran launches BMW Annual Report 2007
The Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly’s Annual Report 2007 was formally launched by Minister of State at the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government, Mr. Michael Finneran TD, in Ballaghaderreen today.  
Welcoming Minister Finneran, Councillor Tom Crosby, Chairperson of the Regional Assembly stated that the Annual Report 2007 details in a comprehensive manner the activities of the Assembly, the central function being to manage the E.U. funded Regional Operational Programme.  Councillor Crosby referred to the renewed emphasis on strengthening the BMW Region’s research and innovation capacity and the improved access to quality infrastructure such as broadband.  He welcomed the Government decision to mandate the Regional Assemblies to design and oversee the implementation of these programmes.  Cllr Crosby went on to say that the BMW Assembly was to the forefront in raising issues of importance for the Region and that the Assembly have lobbied Government on a wide range of economic and social development issues such as a stronger commitment to the provision of infrastructure, investment in strategic road corridors and extending broadband services.  
Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the Regional Assembly outlined the activities that took place in 2007 such as the finalisation and approval of the new Regional OP 2007-13 and completing programme investment under the previous Regional OP, leading up to programme closure.  Mr. Finn detailed the priorities for investment under the new Regional Operational Programme and also described the Assembly’s policy development activities and its role in relation to Interreg and Innovation programmes.  
Launching the Report, Minister Finneran complimented the Regional Assembly for its contribution to the successful implementation of the Regional Operational Programme 2000-2006 and stated that the Assembly had made an important contribution to the management and monitoring of programmes at regional level.  Minister Finneran highlighted some of the headline achievements in the 2000-06 BMW OP:

· €1,330m invested in non-national roads leading to improvements to 32,500kms of roads in the BMW Region

· 258,000 people benefiting from improved water group water schemes

· €17m invested in civic amenity (recycling) sites in the BMW Region

· 510 Urban and village renewal projects undertaken between 2000 and 2006.
Minister Finneran also stated that the EU Structural Funds had played a significant role in Ireland’s economic development and had been one of the concrete benefits of EU membership for Ireland.  He said that the Government’s commitment to regional development was reflected in the designation of the Regional Assemblies to manage the new Regional Operational Programmes for the next seven years.

…./ENDS

5th September 2008 

For further information contact:

Mr. Gerry Finn, 
Director, 
BMW Regional Assembly 
Tel: 094 9862970
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Ireland’s EU Structural Funds
Programmes 2007 - 2013

Co-funded by the Irish Government

and the European Union
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