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PRESS RELEASE

Minister Gormley Addresses Joint Meeting

 of Regional Assemblies

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, John Gormley TD, addressed a joint meeting of Ireland’s two Regional Assemblies - the Border, Midland and Western and Southern and Eastern at a special meeting in Dublin on Friday March 7th.  

Addressing the Assembly members, Minister Gormley acknowledged the contribution of the two Regional Assemblies to the successful implementation of the National Development Plan 2000-2006 and said that the allocation of a central role to the Assemblies in the delivery of EU Structural Funds for the 2007-2013 period is a recognition of this contribution. The Minister also informed the meeting that he intended implementing in full the recommendations of the local authority Electoral Area Boundary Commissions.

Addressing the Meeting, Cllr Conal Kavanagh, Cathaoirleach of the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly, called on the Minister to introduce direct elections to Regional Assemblies and Regional Authorities. “Recognising the Regions in this way would lead to greater sense of local empowerment and political accountability” Cllr Kavanagh said. He criticised central Government for persistent lack of consultation with regional and local interests in the formulation of policy. “Our Social Partnership model, built on the principles of consultation, co-operation and compromise, operates solely at a national level and has no input from local or regional political representatives” he said. Cllr Kavanagh added that representatives of the Community & Voluntary Pillar, who have no democratic mandate, have more input in the development of economic and social policies than local authority members who are directly accountable to their constituents.
Councillor James Deegan, Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly acknowledged the co-operation of the Department of the Environment in relation to the fulfilment of the functions of the Regional Assemblies.  Councillor Deegan called on the Minister to ensure the full delivery of the infrastructure commitment in the NDP to support balanced regional development and to overcome the negative consequences of unbalanced development that are now evident.  In particular he stated that Local Authorities should be given sufficient resources to address basic infrastructure needs such as water and waste water infrastructure.  Councillor Deegan also proposed that all policies and strategies of Government Departments should have a greater regard to regional needs and that the Spatial Planning Unit of the Department of the Environment should play a greater role in this.    

Responding to issues raised at the meeting, Minister Gormley acknowledged the future potential of the Regional Assemblies and indicated that he would be interested in exploring the future development of the Regions in the context of the ongoing reform of local government which he is overseeing.

End

 For further information:

Stephen Blair, Director Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly
087 6481599

Gerry Finn, Director BMW Regional Assembly


094 9862970
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