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PRESS RELEASE

Historic First Meeting between BMW Assembly and NI Executive Minister

An historic first official meeting between a delegation from the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly and Minister Gerry Kelly, MLA, Junior Minister at the Office of First Minister and Deputy First Minister, took place in Stormont Castle, Belfast on Wednesday, 3rd September. The meeting was arranged to explore possible areas of common interest and to consider areas of potential co-operation.

Councillor Tom Crosby, Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly stated that there are considerable challenges facing both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland as both strive to maintain and enhance economic development and employment growth in the face of increasing international competition.  He stated that one of the solutions to these challenges lies in strengthening linkages and co-operation between the two parts of this Island in order to enhance trade, investment and tourism, at national, regional and local levels.
Minister Kelly welcomed the delegation to Stormont Castle and stated that the NI Executive was favourably disposed towards exploring opportunities for cross-border co-operation, in areas of mutual benefit.  It was agreed that there greater benefit could be derived from participation on EU networks and co-operation programmes with a wider range of partners and that this would be developed further at official level.

The role played by the Regional Assembly in the management of the EU co-financed Regional Operational Programme was outlined at the meeting and in particular, the investments in the Border region.  Co-operation with the Special EU Programmes Body in the selection of co-operation projects and the monitoring of progress, was also discussed.  Other areas outlined were the Irish Government’s commitment to invest in transport infrastructure in the North West and in the re-opening of sections of the Ulster Canal.

A wide range of regional issues was discussed including co-operation between local authorities, road and rail infrastructure, co-operation between sports organisations, development of gateways in the Border region, future of EU Cohesion Policy, the potential for increased co-operation in the delivery of health services in Border areas and other areas such as child protection and combating drug trafficking
It was agreed that the meeting had been a very useful one and Councillor Crosby invited Minister Kelly and his fellow Junior Minister Jeffrey Donaldson to attend a future meeting of the BMW Regional Assembly. 

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the Regional Assembly stated that the meeting had been a constructive engagement and that he hoped that arising from the meeting, linkages could be maintained with the Northern Ireland Executive and with the cross-border implementation bodies, especially in the areas for which the BMW Assembly has responsibility
ENDS/

For Further Information, Contact:

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director

BMW Regional Assembly

Tel: 094 9862970
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Ireland’s EU Structural Funds
Programmes 2007 - 2013

Co-funded by the Irish Government

and the European Union







An Chearnóg, Bealach and Doirín, Co Ros Comáin


Teil: 094 9862970  Faics: 094 9862973 R-phost: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@bmwassembly.ie" ��info@bmwassembly.ie�  Gréasán: www.bmwassembly.ie





The Square, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon


Tel: 094 9862970  Fax: 00353 94 98 62973  Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@bmwassembly.ie" ��info@bmwassembly.ie�  Web: www.bmwassembly.ie





�











