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PRESS RELEASE

Official Welcome for Finnish Group
Councillor Tom Crosby Chairman of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly accorded an official welcome to a ten strong delegation from the Regional Council of North Karelia, Finland who are on a fact finding tour of the BMW Region. Cllr Crosby said he was delighted that they chose the BMW Region as a model of excellence from which to gain practical experience in the administration of EU funds. The delegation was given presentations on various aspects of the content, management, monitoring and administration of EU Operational Programmes (OPs) in Ireland and on the BMW Regional Assembly’s experience over the last nine years as a Managing Authority for EU Regional funds. The group visited Frenchpark Childcare facility and Lough Key Forest Park in Co. Roscommon as well as the Midland Innovation and Research Centre at the Athlone Institute of Technology all of which were co-financed by EU Structural Funds under the BMW Regional OP 2000-06. The delegation which was headed by Mr Pentti Hyttinen, Executive Director said they were very impressed by all three projects, the manner in which these projects had attracted EU funding and their positive impact on the local community, tourism and innovation in the BMW Region.
During the past few years, North Karelia has experienced a period of very positive economic development. Parallel to this, an extremely fast structural change from an agricultural society towards a modern information based society has taken place. In this regard North Karelia is developing from a similar position as the BMW Region. North Karelia is also renowned for its training and educational institutes. Students of the University of Joensuu, the University of Applied Sciences and other educational institutions which offer degree programmes account for more than 10% of the region`s population. Co-operation between these educational institutes and local enterprises has created many new innovative products.
Councillor Crosby also stated that over the past number of years, the BMW Regional Assembly has hosted a large number of delegations from new and applicant Member States of the EU.  The Assembly has developed a well deserved reputation for the effective management of EU programmes and the administration of these programmes at a regional level is of particular interest to other Member States.  Finally, he stated that Ireland could learn a lot from countries such as Finland in terms of energy management, telecommunications and business innovation.
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