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PRESS RELEASE

Tánaiste launches new BMW Regional Operational Programme

The Border, Midlands and Western Regional Operational Programme 2007-13 was formally launched by the Tánaiste and Minister for Finance, Brian Cowen TD, in Tullamore today.  The new programme which was signed by EU Commissioner Danuta Hubner in Brussels on Friday last, involves an investment of €572m in the BMW region over the next 7 years and will complement the exchequer-funded National Development Plan that was announced earlier this year.

Speaking at the launch, the Tánaiste highlighted the important role played by the EU in the unprecedented success of the Irish economy over the past ten to fifteen years.  Minister Cowen stated that the focus in the new programmes will be on supporting innovation, knowledge and entrepreneurship in the regions and strengthening the competitiveness, attractiveness and connectivity of the designated Gateways and Hubs. He further stated that the assistance provided by the Funds can become a real example of the benefits of membership of the European Union.  Minister Cowen acknowledged the role of the Regional Assemblies in the successful implementation of the previous Regional Operational Programmes and noted that it is the first time the Regional Programmes have been prepared by the Regions and he congratulated the Assemblies for their work in this regard.
Mr. Jorgen Gren, speaking on behalf of the EU Commission stated that the EU attaches significant importance to the Regional Programmes to achieve the EU’s growth and jobs agenda. Mr. Gren welcomed the fact that the entire ERDF allocation for the new programming period is being channelled through the Regional Operational Programmes.

Councillor James Deegan, Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly welcomed the launch of the new programmes and stated that although the BMW region was no longer an objective 1 region, it would receive continued high levels of aid in the early years of the new programme, with a reduced entitlement thereafter.  Councillor Deegan referred to the renewed emphasis on strengthening the BMW region’s research and innovation capacity and the improved access to quality infrastructure such as broadband and welcomed the Government decision to mandate the Regional Assemblies to design and oversee the implementation of these programmes.  
…./ENDS

For further information contact:

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, BMW Regional Assembly Tel: 094 9862970
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