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The Border, Midland and

                                                Western Regional Assembly

25 July 2003

Ó CUÍV ANNOUNCES OVER €254,000 CLÁR FUNDING FOR   ADDITIONAL WIRELESS INTERNET SERVICE TO RURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE BMW REGION 
At the Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly (BMW) Offices, Ballaghadereen, Co. Roscommon today, Éamon Ó Cuív, T.D., Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs announced that he has allocated CLÁR funding of €254,709 to provide a wireless based internet service for three projects involving five locations in CLÁR areas. 

The projects are:

1.
Dungloe, Co. Donegal   

Forbairt na Rosann Teo in association with Eircom

2.
Killala, Co. Mayo and Enniscrone, Co. Sligo

Killala Community Council and Enniscrone & District Community Development in association with A1 Bridges Ltd.

3.
Lanesborough, Co. Longford and Ballyleague, Co. Roscommon

Lough Ree Area Development Co-operative Ltd. in association with ESB Telecoms and Agtec Ireland Ltd.

The announcement today by Minister Ó Cuív  brings to 9 the number of rural towns and villages in the BMW Region that will have a wireless broadband service available to them over the next 12 months.  Of these, 8 are in CLÁR areas.

In January this year, the BMW Regional Assembly placed a call for Expressions of Interest for Wireless Internet Services in its Region.  An overwhelming interest was shown and six projects were short-listed.  

Three projects, involving four locations, were finally selected for funding of €250,000 from the European Union and were announced on 29 May, 2003. Three of these locations are in CLÁR areas – Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo and Strokestown, Co. Roscommon. The fourth is in Virginia Co. Cavan.

Following discussions with the BMW Regional Assembly, the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs has agreed to fund, under the CLÁR programme, the three remaining short listed projects on the same basis, i.e. 80% (€254,709) of the total cost. 

“I am delighted that I can make CLÁR funding available for this initiative. The provision of an efficient and cost effective service is essential in providing a local internet service. Businesses, public service users and householders will benefit greatly from the wireless broadband service to the selected areas.”

 - Éamon Ó Cuív, TD

“The announcement of a further 3 projects by Minister O’Cuiv under the CLAR initiative is a good example of local, regional and national bodies working together to provide what is now considered an essential service in rural areas.  The provision of a cost-effective broadband service will facilitate tele-working, e-business and home-based learning in the selected towns and villages”

-  Gerry Finn, Director BMW

Note for Editors: 

CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais/Programme for Revitalising Rural Areas) is a programme designed to tackle the problem of depopulation, decline and lack of services in rural areas. The areas included in the CLÁR programme cover parts of the counties of Connacht, Ulster and Munster as well as parts of four counties in Leinster.  The areas selected are those which have suffered the greatest depopulation since 1926, with the exception of the Cooley peninsula (which has been included based on the serious difficulties caused by Foot and Mouth Disease).  On average, these areas have lost 50% of their population since 1926.
Areas targeted under the CLÁR Programme.
Parts of: Counties Cavan, Clare, Cork, Donegal, Galway, Kerry, Limerick, Longford, Louth, Mayo, Meath, Monaghan, Roscommon, Sligo, Tipperary, Waterford, Westmeath and all of County Leitrim. 
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An Comhdháil Réigiúnach don

Teorainn, Lár-Tíre agus Iarthar

25 Iúil 2003

FÓGRAÍONN Ó CUÍV MAOINIÚ CLÁR DE BHREIS AR €254,000 DO SHEIRBHÍS IDIRLÍON THEILEAGRAFAÍOCHTA BREISE LE HAGHAIDH POBAL TUAITHE I RÉIGIÚN NA TEORANN, LÁR-TÍRE AGUS AN IARTHAIR

Ag Oififí an Chomhthionóil Réigiúnaigh don Teorainn, Lár-Tíre agus Iarthar, Bealach an Doirín, Co.Ros Comáin, d’fhógair Éamon Ó Cuív, T.D., Aire Gnóthaí Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta, inniu go raibh maoiniú CLÁR de €254,709 dáilte aige chun seirbhís idirlíon theileagrafaíochta a chur ar fáil le haghaidh trí thionscadal ag cúig láthair i gceantair CLÁR.

Is iad seo a leanas na tionscadail:

1. An Clochán Liath, Co. Dún na nGall
Forbairt na Rosann Teo i gcomhar le Eircom

2. Cill Ala, Co. Maigh Eo agus  Inis Crabhann, Co. Sligeach

Comhairle Pobail Cill Ala agus Forbairt Pobail  Inis Crabhann agus dúiche   máguaird i gcomhar le AI Bridges Ltd.

3. Béal Átha Liag, Co. An Longfort agus Béal Átha Liag, Co. Ros Comáin Comharchumann Forbartha Dhúiche Loch Rí Teo i gcomhar le ESB Telecoms agus Agtec Ireland Ltd.

Leis an bhfógra seo inniu ón Aire Ó Cuív beidh seirbhís leathanbhanda theileagrafaíochta ar fáil ag 9 mbailte agus sráidbhailte tuaithe i Réigiún na Teorann, Lár-Tíre agus an Iarthair i rith an dá mhí déag atá romhainn.  Orthu seo tá 8 gcinn i gceantair CLÁR.

In Eanáir na bliana seo, d’fhiafraigh an Comhthionól Réigiúnach don Teorainn, Lár-Tíre agus Iarthar an mbeadh suim ann Seirbhísí Idirlíon Teileagrafaíochta a chur ar fáil sa Réigiún.  Léiríodh suim mhillteanach sa chás agus cuireadh sé thionscadal ar ghearr-liosta.

Ar deireadh roghnaíodh trí thionscadal, i gceithre láthair, le haghaidh maoinithe de €250,000 ón Aontas Eorpach agus fógraíodh iad ar 29 Bealtaine 2003.  Tá trí cinn de na láithreacha seo i gceantair CLÁR – Baile an Locha, Co. Ros Cómáin,  Béal Átha hAmhnais, Co. Mhaigh Eo agus  Beal na mBuillí, Co. Ros Comáin.  Tá an ceathrú ceann i Achadh ab Iúir, Co. an Cabháin. 

I ndiaidh comhráite leis an gComhthionól Réigiúnach don Teorainn, Lár-Tíre agus Iarthar, tá aontaithe ag an Roinn Gnóthaí Pobail, Tuaithe agus Gaeltachta, an trí thionscadal atá fágtha ar an ngearr-liosta a mhaoiniú ar an mbonn céanna, faoin gclár CLÁR, i.e., 80% (€254,709) den chostas iomlán.

“Tá áthas orm go dtig liom maoiniú CLÁR a chur ar fáil don tionscnamh seo.  Tá soláthar seirbhíse éifeachtaí le héifeachtúlacht costais riachtanach chun seirbhís áitiúil idirlín a chur ar fáil.  Beidh tairbhe mhór le fáil ag gnóthais, úsáideoirí seirbhísí poiblí agus ag sealbhóirí tí ón tseirbhís leathanbhanda theileagrafaíochta chuig na ceantair roghnaithe.”.

 -  Éamon Ó Cuív, T.D.

“Is eiseamláir mhaith í an fógra ón Aire Ó Cuív maidir le trí thionscadal breise faoi thionscnamh CLÁR de chomhlachtaí áitiúla, réigiúnacha agus náisiúnta ag obair le chéile chun seirbhís a mheastar anois a bheith riachtanach a chur ar fáil i gceantair tuaithe.  Éascóidh soláthar sheirbhís leathanbhanda le héifeachtúlacht costais teilea-obair, r-gnó agus foghlaim baile i mbailte agus i sráidbhailte roghnaithe.” 

 -  Gerry Finn, Stiúrthóir, Réigiún na Teorann, Lár-Tíre agus an Iarthair

Nóta d’eagarthóirí:

Is clár é CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) a ceapadh  chun dul i ngleic leis an bhfadhb dídhaoinithe, meatha agus easpa seirbhísí i gceantair tuaithe.  Is codanna de na contaetha i gCúige Connacht, Uladh agus Mumhan a chuimsítear sna ceantair atá clúdaithe i gclár CLÁR chomh maith le codanna de cheithre chontae i gCúige Laighean.  Is iad na ceantair a roghnaíodh ná iad siúd a chaill an daonra is mó ó 1926 ar aghaidh, cé is moite de leithinis na Cuaille ( a clúdaíodh mar gheall ar na mórdheacrachtaí a d’eascair as an nGalar Crúibe is Béil).  Ar an meán, chaill na ceantair seo 50% dá ndaonra ó 1926.  

Ceantair ar a ndírítear faoi chlár CLÁR

Codanna de na Contaetha seo a leanas: An Cabhán, An Clár, Corcaigh, Dún na nGall, Gaillimh, Ciarraí, Luimneach, Longfort, Lú, Maigh Eo, An Mhí, Muineachán, Ros Comáin, Sligeach, Tiobraid Árainn, Port Láirge, Iarmhí, agus Liatroim go léir.         
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