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National Spatial Strategy

The BMW Regional Assembly at their meeting on 21st March 2003 welcomed the publication of the National Spatial Strategy and views it as a very important policy tool for the planning and implementation of more balanced regional development in Ireland. The Assembly believes that the designation of five gateways in the BMW Region (Galway,Sligo,Letterkenny,Dundalk & the Athlone Mullingar Tullamore triangle)is an important step in spreading development more evenly throughout the country, but also recommends a strengthening of and emphasis on the role of rural areas and smaller towns with a weak urban structure. The Assembly sees the development of infrastructure in the BMW Region as an immediate priority in order to give meaning to the priorities laid out in the Strategy and it in particular the rail network, which would develop important linkages between gateways and hubs and other towns and villages. 

It is the Assembly’s view that the NSS requires a clearer implementation strategy with a statutory basis if it is to have real meaning and effect and the Assembly have made a submission to Government to be a lead partner in its implementation.
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