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PRESS RELEASE
Regional Assembly Deputation Meets Road and Rail Chiefs

A deputation from the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly met with the Chief Executive Officers of the National Roads Authority and Iarnrod Eireann in separate meetings in Dublin yesterday.  The Deputation which was led by Chairman of the BMW Regional Assembly, Councillor Matt Loughnane outlined their concerns at the low level of expenditure in both the National Roads Programme and in mainline rail in the BMW Region under the National Development Plan.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly informed Mr. Michael Tobin, Chief Executive Officer of the National Roads Authority of the impact that inadequate road infrastructure was having on the competitiveness of businesses in the BMW Region and on the attractiveness of the region to inward investment.

Mr. Tobin stated that he accepted that the expenditure to date on National Roads in the BMW Region has been well below forecast to date and he informed the deputation that 8 out of a target of 17 new project commencements in 2004 would be in the BMW Region.  He confirmed that this would lead to a significant increase in expenditure in the region and that the general public could expect visible improvements in road quality over the next five years.  Mr. Tobin also outlined an indicative timetable for improvement of key routes in the BMW Region, in particular the N6 Galway-Dublin route. 

Other issues raised with the National Roads Authority included their plans to upgrade National Secondary Roads and Primary routes not included among the 5 inter-urban routes that have been prioritised. Mr. Tobin informed the deputation that a five year work programme was currently being drawn up with an anticipated budget of 7bn Euro and that the regional imbalance in the first half of the NDP would be addressed over the remainder of the roads investment programme.

Concerns about the expenditure shortfall and the poor quality of rail services to the BMW Region were raised with Mr. Joe Meagher, Chief Executive and Mr. Tom Finn, Manager of Strategic Planning, Iarnrod Eireann.  The deputation informed the Rail Chiefs of the Assembly's full support for the re-opening of the Western Rail Corridor. Proposals were put forward in relation to commuter services, time-tabling, and the integration of rail services with other transport modes.  The poor quality of the rail carriages serving destination in the BMW Region was also raised.  The deputation called on Iarnrod Eireann to outline how it intended to make up the funding shortfall in the BMW Region over the remainder of the National Development Plan.

Mr. Meaghar informed the deputation of Iarnrod Eireann's capital investment programme in the BMW Region.  He confirmed that it was Iarnrod Eireann’s intention to introduce additional services on the Galway-Dublin route and that a reduction in journey times on the Galway-Dublin and Westport to Dublin routes could also be expected.  

The deputation expressed its disappointment at the current low rate of expenditure  in the BMW Region and strongly urged Iarnrod Eireann to bring forward its capital investment programme in the region in order to bring about greater equity and regional balance in the provision of rail services.

The Deputation was comprised of Councillor Matt Loughnane, Councillor Michael McGreal, Councillor Hugh Lynn, Mr. Gerry Finn, Director and Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director.

ENDS
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Mr. Gerry Finn, Director,
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