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Press Release

First Meeting of Monitoring Committee

for the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007-13

The first meeting of the Monitoring Committee for the new Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme 2007-13 took place in the BMW Regional Assembly chamber on November 19th. This meeting follows the approval of the new Operational Programme by the European Commission on October 16th.

Opening the meeting, the Chairperson, Councillor Connie Hanniffy welcomed the representatives of the EU Commission and the members of the new Monitoring Committee and stated that she was confident that the programme would have a beneficial impact on the region.  Mr. Stephen O’Sullivan, Assistant Secretary, Department of Finance welcomed the commencement of the new programme and urged the implementing Departments and Agencies to ensure that the programme was delivered in full. Mr. O’Sullivan highlighted the enhanced role that the Regional Assembly had played in programme preparation.  Mr. Alain Roggeri, Head of Unit, Directorate General for Regional Policy highlighted the important role played by the Monitoring Committee and stated that the committee should be fully engaged in reviewing the implementation and impact of the new OP.  Mr. Roggeri also emphasised the added value of EU funding and the need to ensure effectiveness in delivery.

Presenting the new Operational Programme to the Monitoring Committee, Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly outlined the new context for structural funds in which the BMW region no longer has objective 1 status and is a phasing-in region under objective 2.  The total investment planned under the new programme is €572m, of which €229m (40% of the total) is provided by the European Regional Development Fund.  Mr. Finn informed the Monitoring Committee that in line with the new priorities set by EU regional policy, the new Operational Programme will focus on 3 priority areas: Innovation, ICT and the Knowledge Economy; Environment and Renewable Energy; and Urban Development and Secondary Transport links.   Included in the programme will be investments in 

· Applied research and incubation activities of the Institutes of Technology

· Research in Higher Education Institutions and the Marine Institute

· Supports for Micro-enterprises provided by the County Enterprise Boards

· Broadband provision in the BMW region

· Source protection works for rural water schemes

· Village Sewerage – septic tank effluent drainage system

· Renewable energy deployment and sustainable development zones

· Urban renewal and other environmental and social investments in gateways and hubs

· National Secondary Roads

· Public Transport

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments and Agencies, Social Partners, and Regional Interests. The European Commission is represented as Observers on the Committee.
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