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Minister Roche Launches BMW Regional Foresight Report

The Report of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Foresight exercise was launched in Ballaghaderreen today (Tuesday) by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. Dick Roche TD.  The Report sets out for the first time, a 20 year vision and detailed investment priorities for the BMW Region. The process took 18 months in total to complete and involved wide consultation with regional and national interests to seek their views on alternative scenarios for the future development of the BMW Region.  The report will form a key input from the BMW Regional Assembly into future national and EU–funded programmes

Speaking at the launch, Councillor Michael McGreal, Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly stated that it was an important occasion for the BMW Region.  “For the first time, a strategic vision and objectives for the BMW region have been set out with the endorsement of a wide range of stakeholders that can influence the direction of future planning and investment in the region”.  Councillor McGreal went on to state that, “the Foresight Report sets out both long-term measures and immediate priority initiatives that must be delivered in order to reach the goals that have been identified.”.

The Cathaoirleach of the Regional Assembly emphasised that the BMW region’s heavy reliance on low value added industries “renders it particularly vulnerable in the context of the decline and restructuring of traditional manufacturing, agriculture and primary processing industries. The need to enhance the region’s innovative capacity (particularly in knowledge-based and R&D sectors), and its attractiveness to high value added industries therefore becomes even more pressing.”  
Councillor McGreal called on the Government to prioritise investments in the BMW Region and to take greater account of regional issues and impacts in framing future national policies and investment programmes.  In this way, he stated “the BMW Region can fulfil its potential and make a greater contribution to national economic growth and competitiveness, innovation and quality of life.”
The Assembly Cathaoirleach called on the Government to re-affirm it commitment to balanced regional development and to ring fence funding at regional level in future investment programmes.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly presented the details of the foresight report at the launch.  He listed the key EU, national and regional policies that had influenced the foresight process.  Mr. Finn highlighted the high level of stakeholder participation in the process with over 50 participants on the foresight panels which encompassed the public and private sectors, national, regional and local agencies, regional and local authorities, 3rd level institutions and business interests.
The Regional Assembly Director outlined the vision for the BMW region that had emerged from the exercise and the components that made up the vision.  He set out the ten strategic objectives that had been identified and the measures and actions required I order to achieve these objectives. He outlined the ten immediate investment priorities that are considered to be the most critical enabling actions and that will provide the foundation for the implementation of all of the strategic measures over the next twenty years.  
Mr. Finn concluded by outlining the arrangements for the implementation and monitoring of the Foresight strategy.  He referred to the consensus reached during Foresight process that more effective regional policy is required to achieve the overall vision and objectives.
The foresight exercise was facilitated by CM International Consultants and the Steering Committee for the exercise was chaired by Mr. John Travers, former CEO of Forfás.
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EDITORS NOTE

The Regional Assemblies were established in Ireland in 1999 following the decision of the Irish Government and the approval of the EU Commission to designate Ireland as two Regions for Structural Funds purposes.  The Border, Midland and Western Region is a designated objective 1 region for structural funds purposes and qualifies for higher rates of EU funding up to 2006.  The Regional Assemblies are responsible for fulfilling the Managing Authority functions in respect of the Regional Operational Programmes under the National Development Plan, monitoring the impact of NDP funding on the region and developing policy proposals on behalf of the region. 

Regional Foresight

The term ‘Regional Foresight’ is used to describe strategic planning approaches that take long-term perspectives and global trends and driving forces into account in determining investment priorities.  The BMW Regional Foresight Exercise was the first of its kind at regional level in Ireland.

10 Priority Projects Identified
1. Deliver on NDP Road Infrastructure Projects in the BMW Region

2. Implement the NSS as a Spatial Planning Framework 

3. Provide Universal Broadband Access

4. Invest in Critical Public Transport Infrastructure

5. Invest in International Access to the BMW Region

6. Develop Clusters of Excellence

7. Invest in Flagship Tourism Projects

8. Invest in the Region’s Childcare Infrastructure and Services

9. Invest to raise the Region’s Skills and Knowledge Capacity

10. Raise the Research and Innovation Capacity of the Institutes of Technology

