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PRESS RELEASE

BMW Assembly Deputation Meets Minister Brennan

A Deputation from the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly met with Minister for Transport, Seamus Brennan TD in Dublin on Tuesday last, 16th September.  The Deputation presented proposals to the Minister in relation to investment in rail and road infrastructure in the BMW region.

Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Councillor Peter Kennedy who led the deputation stated that balanced regional development was a strategic objective of the National Development Plan.  He also stated that greater cognisance should be taken of the National Spatial Strategy in planning rail and road investment programmes in order to achieve a better balance of economic developments across Ireland’s regions.

The Regional Assembly deputation informed the Minister of the Assembly’s support for the re-opening of the Western Rail Corridor and set out the advantages it would bring to the BMW Region in terms of economic development and tourism and in the easing of traffic congestion on the existing road network.  The deputation also informed the Minister of the need to upgrade services on existing rail and bus routes within the region.

The Assembly deputation set out the critical deficiencies in the national primary and secondary road network in the BMW Region.  The low level of investment to date in the BMW Region relative to the Southern and Eastern Region was also highlighted.  The Assembly recommended that a greater degree of priority be given to roads in the BMW Region in future investment programmes.

Responding to the issues presented by the deputation, Minister Brennan acknowledged that expenditure on national roads had been low to date in the BMW Region and committed himself to increasing this for future years.  He re-iterated the Government’s commitment to achieving balanced regional development.  The Minister also informed the deputation that he wanted to keep the Western Rail Corridor project alive and intended to commission a feasibility study into the project at a future date.  Finally, the Minister complemented the BMW Regional Assembly for their work to date and stated that the Assembly could play a valuable role in prioritising projects within the Region.

The deputation was comprised of Cllr. Peter Kennedy – Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Matt Loughnane, Cllr. Michael McGreal, Cllr. Hugh Lynn, Mr. Gerry Finn – Director, Mr. Kieran Moylan – Assistant Director and Ms. Louise Kinlen – Research and Policy Officer.          

For further information, contact:

Mr. Gerry Finn

Director

BMW Regional Assembly

Tel. 094 9862970
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