Cllr Hanniffy calls upon all levels of government to support small businesses and to reduce administrative burdens 

The Committee of the Regions (CoR) is hosting a major conference on the challenges facing small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) in Europe. The conference ''Supporting our SMEs – overcoming barriers to their development" will take place in Athlone, Ireland on September 29-30 and will be officially opened by the Irish Prime Minister (An Taoiseach) Brian Cowen TD. It will bring together more than 60 locally and regionally elected representatives from the EU's 27 Member States.

The conference, co-hosted by the CoR, the Association of Irish Regions and the Border Midland and Western Regional Assembly, has been organised at the initiative of Cllr. Constance Hanniffy, President of the CoR's Economic and Social Policy Committee. Conference speakers will include European Commission Vice President, Günther Verheugen, responsible for Enterprise and Industry; Frank Ryan, Chief Executive Officer of Enterprise Ireland and Minister Hervé Novelli, Secretary of State for Trade, Craft, Small Business, Tourism and Services, representing the French Presidency of the European Union.

Delegates will discuss the important contributions that SMEs make to the EU economy and the impact of the Small Business Act (SBA) for Europe by which the European Commission aims to promote entrepreneurship, to make legislation more SME friendly and to help businesses to grow and create jobs.

Across the EU, conditions for doing business vary widely. While the performance of enterprises varies from region to region most legislation and business regulations do not take into account company size. As a result, the 23 million SMEs often have the same administrative requirements and burdens as the 41,000 largest companies in the EU.

"When we talk about SMEs, we are focusing on companies with a maximum of 250 employees and a turnover of not more than €50 million. They account for 99% of companies, 70% of employment and 45% of GDP in the EU. Over the past two years, they have generated 80% of new EU jobs. They are the engine of our economy. This is why all levels of government, at the national, regional and local levels have to support SMEs success and reduce their administrative burdens wherever possible." Cllr. Constance Hanniffy said.

Councillor Hanniffy, who is a member of the BMW Regional Assembly, is the CoR's rapporteur on the EU's Small Business Act and will present a working paper on the subject at the CoR's ECOS Commission meeting, taking place prior to the conference on 29 September.
