Chairman’s Address at the Announcement of Funding 

for Wireless Broadband Projects in the BMW Region

Fellow Assembly Members, Members of the Oireachtas, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, It gives me particular pleasure to welcome you all here this afternoon for the announcement of funding for wireless broadband projects in the Border, Midland and Western Region

A special ‘failte’ to Eamon O’Cuiv, Minister with responsibility for Community, Rural and Gaeltaht Affairs and I would like to thank him most sincerely for accepting our invitation to make the official announcement here today.

Minister O’Cuiv has become a frequent visitor to the Regional Assembly.  Early last year he gave a detailed outline of his role at that time, as Minister with responsibility for rural affairs.  As a full member of the Cabinet, he gave the keynote address at our Annual Conference in Portlaoise last September on the theme of development in rural areas, and he also attended and spoke at our Assembly meeting, earlier today.

The availability of broadband is now considered as important as other traditional infrastructure such as roads, and electricity if business is to be competitive.  It is also becoming more important for the efficient delivery of public services, and enables people to work and study from home.

The high cost of providing the infrastructure has meant that cities and larger towns have always benefited first from the new technologies and many rural towns and villages have to rely on basic telephone lines which are inadequate for the many uses to which this technology can be put.  This has put rural areas, throughout the BMW Region, at a huge disadvantage.

The BMW Regional Assembly identified the potential of wireless based technology to provide a cost effective broadband service to rural towns and their hinterlands.  The Assembly was able to avail of EU funding to fund pilot projects, and recently announced that four rural towns had been selected.

I am pleased that Minister O’Cuiv will announce a further five towns and villages today under the CLAR Programme for disadvantaged rural areas.  I am particularly pleased that one of the towns that has been selected is a project in the Gaeltacht area of Dungloe, in Donegal

I would like, on behalf of the Regional Assembly, to thank Minister O’Cuiv for making the additional funding available under the CLAR Programme.  This project will place the BMW region at the forefront in using modern technology to meet the region’s needs.

On my own behalf, and on behalf of the Regional Assembly, I congratulate all of the towns that are represented here today and wish you well in putting your proposals into practise in co-operation with the technology providers that you have chosen.  

The success of your projects will serve to demonstrate that rural towns and villages can take advantage of broadband technology, and other towns and villages in turn will then be able to benefit.

I will now hand over to Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly who will address you.

Go raibh maith agaibh go leir.

