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PRESS RELEASE

BMW ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR REGIONALISATION OF AN BORD PLEANALA

Members of the BMW Regional Assembly unanimously called for the regionalisation of An Bord Pleanala at their monthly meeting held in Ballaghaderreen on Friday last, 21st November, 2003.  The Assembly members represent thirteen counties (Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Mayo, Galway, Roscommon, Longford, Westmeath, Offaly, Louth, Laois, Cavan, and Monaghan), and made the call following the announcement of some recent decisions by An Bord Pleanala, affecting the region.  The members of the Assembly pointed out that the regionalisation would give a more credible face to this decision-making appeal process and would also bring decisions closer to the areas affected.

ESRI ADDRESSES BMW ASSEMBLY
Mr. Edgar Morgenroth from the Economic & Social Research Institute (ESRI) presented the outcomes of the Mid-Term Evaluation of the NDP to members of the BMW Regional Assembly at their meeting in Ballaghaderreen on Friday last, 21st November, 2003.  The ESRI was commissioned to carry out the evaluation, which  reviewed the performance and relevance of the investments taking place under the NDP to date, and recommended changes deemed necessary arising from this. The ESRI evaluation also looked at the rationale for continued public investment across measures, as well as the economic environment, and issues such as the management of infrastructure, and project selection.  
The ESRI questioned the subsidisation of business at a time of near full employment,   the emphasis on long-term, rather than short-term unemployment, the justification for departures from the road needs studies, the justification for the tolling of roads, the over-concentration on national primary, rather than national secondary routes, the justification for mainline rail investment and the management of the health services.  The ESRI review concluded that roads do give a high rate of return, that urban public transport is important but needs ongoing evaluation and improved management, and that future investments, particularly in the regions should be informed by the National Spatial Strategy.   Mr. Morgenroth highlighted the need to maximise the usage and management of infrastructure, and stated that there should be no change in any of the priorities without further evaluation.
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For further information, please contact:

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, BMW Regional Assembly

Tel.  094 9862970
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