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BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTS NEW CATHAOIRLEACH

Councillor Michael  McGreal from Carrick, Ballinlough,  Co Roscommon has been elected unopposed as the new Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly at their Annual General Meeting held on Friday 22nd July, 2005 in Ballaghaderreen.  Councillor Padraig Conneely, Galway City Council was elected Leas-Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly.   

Councillor McGreal was first elected to Roscommon County Council in 1985 and has been elected at all subsequent local elections for the Castlerea electoral area since then. He was Cathaoirleach of Roscommon Co Co in 1999-2000 and for the past year has been Cathaoirleach of the West Regional Authority. In accepting the position, Councillor McGreal said that he was both honoured and privileged to be elected to such a prestigious position and that during his term as Cathaoirleach, he would champion the cause for more balanced regional development and lobby Government to ensure that the BMW Region benefited to the fullest extent possible under the current National Development Plan.
Roads
Councillor Michael McGreal was critical of the under spend of infrastructural funds in the BMW Region in recent years - particularly with regard to public transport and National Roads. Councillor McGreal stated that he is very conscious of the need to accelerate progress on the N5 Route and he called on the Chief Executive of the NRA, Mr Fred Barry to have the N60 through Castlerea upgraded to a National Primary Route with the provision of a by-pass for Castlerea town. 

Western Rail Corridor

Councillor McGreal also called on the Government to respond urgently to the McCann Report which recommends the re-opening of the Western Rail Corridor between Ennis and Collooney and has requested a meeting with the Minister for Transport Mr Martin Cullen T D to discuss this issue.

Corrib Gas Field
The Chairman also raised the issue of the gas resources in Mayo. The Chairman welcomed the benefits that natural gas would bring to the region; but he expressed serious concern with regard to the difficulties that had arisen between local people and Shell Oil. The Chairman called on the Taoiseach to intervene in the Mayo gas dispute and to ensure that an independent assessment be carried out to ensure that safety was not compromised on the line and to endeavour to bring the matter to a satisfactory conclusion.

Agriculture

In relation to Agriculture he called on the Government to be more vigilant concerning any tampering with the Common Agricultural Policy. Agriculture continues to be an important part of the economy of the BMW Region and must be protected from any attempt to dismantle existing supports, he added.
State Aids
Finally, the newly elected Cathaoirleach warned of the serious effects for the BMW Region of the EU proposals for further reductions in the level of State Aids to industry which will make it more difficult to attract new industry and encourage the expansion of indigenous industry in the Region. 

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, congratulated Councillor McGreal on his appointment and looked forward to working with him over the coming year. He also paid tribute to the outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy for the effective way in which she discharged her duties over her term as Cathaoirleach and to Councillor Cyril Burke who acted as Vice Chairman for the past year. 
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