

PRESS RELEASE

BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTS NEW CATHAOIRLEACH

Councillor Terry Brennan from Carlingford,  Co Louth has been elected unopposed as the new Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly at their Annual General Meeting held on Friday 21st July, 2006 in Ballaghaderreen.  Councillor James Daly, Laois County Council, was elected Leas-Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly.   

Councillor Brennan was first elected to Louth County Council in 1985 for the Dundalk/Carlingford electoral area. He was Cathaoirleach of Louth Co Co in 2004/2005 and has been a member of the Border Regional Authority since 1994. Councillor Brennan is also a member of the HSE North East Health Forum and Co Louth VEC. In accepting the position, Councillor Brennan said that he was both honoured and privileged to be elected to such a prestigious position.

During his term as Cathaoirleach, Councillor Brennan said that he would champion the cause of more balanced Regional Development for all of the thirteen counties in the BMW region and would call on Government to ensure that all monies allocated to the region would be spent and more importantly that any under spend in the current round would be adequately addressed in the next NDP. Councillor Brennan also said that he would lobby Government to ensure that the BMW Region benefited to the fullest extent possible under the current NDP and that the region would receive its fair share of spend under the next round (2007 – 2013)  of Structural Funds which will concentrate on Innovation and the Knowledge Economy.
Councillor Brennan also stated that in the context of the signification reduction in PEACE Programme funding for the border region, in the next programming period, a more strategic approach needs to be adopted to identify projects that will be of the greatest lasting benefit to the region. Councillor Brennan stated that there were opportunities for the region to obtain a greater share of the tourism industry and that access to the region including road, rail and air transport needed to be included. Councillor Brennan also identified the generation of alternative energy from both marine and wind sources as important projects for the BMW region. Finally, Councillor Brennan stated that he looked forward to working with all the members for the benefit of the region over the next twelve months.
Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, congratulated Councillor Brennan on his appointment and looked forward to working with him over the coming year. He also paid tribute to the outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Michael McGreal for the effective way in which he discharged his duties over his term as Cathaoirleach and to Councillor Padraig Conneely who acted as Leas Cathaoirleacht for the past year. 
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