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BMW Region approved under EU Research and Innovation Programme

The Border Midland and Western Regional Assembly today announced details of a new regional pilot programme of research, innovation and technology transfer approved recently by the EU under the European Regional Development Fund. The programme, which will involve a total investment of almost €2m over two years will pilot strategic initiatives aimed at raising the region’s research & development capacity, innovation levels and strengthening industrial and academic linkages. 
· The programme will be rolled out under five key measures; namely: - 
· Research based briefings for high growth companies in the BMW region 

· Technology partnership initiatives between research centres & industry both within and beyond the region 

· A Research Vouchers scheme where-by firms can apply for and avail of specific research services using an incentivised vouchers scheme. 

· A Food Technology Programme providing technical support services to small and medium sized food businesses in the BMW region 

· An Innovation Management training initiative aimed at improving management and innovation planning skills among small business leaders. 

Commenting on the announcement of the new programme, BMW Regional Assembly Director,  Mr. Gerry Finn stated that this new regional programme of innovative actions was designed to facilitate increased levels of  co-operation between  third level institutions and business sectors, and raise the levels of innovation activities in the BMW region. With the EU assistance made available, he added, innovative projects will be piloted which, if successful could lead to their provision as mainstream supports from central government. 
Mr Finn added 

“ This new announcement represents a follow on from a previous regional programme of innovative actions which produced strategic policy documents on the region’s priorities going forward. In particular, the current programme will serve to implement recommendations made in the BMW Audit of Innovation Report and will help raise the level of innovation and research, identified in the BMW Foresight exercise as key to the region’s competitiveness post 2006. The initiatives supported will complement strategic research and innovation investment by Government over the next 2-3 years.” 
Concluding Mr Finn expressed his delight with the announcement stating that the BMW region was the only region from Ireland and the United Kingdom approved under the final round of EU Innovative Actions. 
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For further information contact Mr.Gerry Finn, Director, BMW Regional Assembly on (Ph) 094-9862970  
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