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Regional Programme invests €2.81bn in the Border, Midland and Western Region

Expenditure of over €2.81bn was reported to the 16th meeting of the Monitoring Committee for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme of the NDP 2000-2006 which took place in the Regional Assembly’s chamber in Ballaghaderreen on Monday, 30th April.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly in presenting the progress report to the Monitoring Committee stated that progress and expenditure had continued to increase, with some measures now reaching or exceeding their original forecasts.  Mr. Finn informed the committee that the EU funds provided to the twenty co-funded measures in the Regional Programme up to 2006, can be spent up to 2008.
An update was given to the Monitoring Committee on the Regional Operational Programme 2007-13, which has been finalised by the Regional Assembly and submitted to the European Commission in March of this year.   Mr. Finn informed the meeting that the scale and focus of the new programme differs from the current programme due to a decrease in the level of funding available from the EU and a re-orientation of EU priorities towards innovation and the knowledge economy, environmental protection, accessibility and sustainable urban development.  The total investment envisaged under the new programme is €572m, of which €229m will be provided by the EU.  He also informed the Monitoring Committee that the Regional Assembly will ensure that the priorities of the new OP will complement the significant investment envisaged under the National Development Plan 2007-13.

Progress Report

By the end of December 2006, over €2.81billion had been spent in the Region under the Regional Programme. This cumulative expenditure breaks down across the four priorities as follows: -

Cumulative expenditure to end of December 2006 for BMW Regional OP

	Local Infrastructure
	€1,899.388

	Local Enterprise Development
	€360.615

	Agriculture and Rural Development
	€235.630

	Social Inclusion and Childcare
	€321.075

	O.P. Total
	€2,816.708


Some of the main highlights to report under these priorities to end December are:

Local Infrastructure:

Over €1,330m has been invested in non-national roads projects by Local Authorities in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement and restoration of 28,392 km of non-national roads.

There are over 249,000 people benefiting from new and improved group water schemes and small sewerage schemes in the region with a total investment of over €347m.   

Over €15m has been spent in respect of 24 Civic Amenity sites in the region.
510 urban and village renewal projects have been completed or are underway since the scheme began in 2000.

A total of €84m has been invested in broadband infrastructure, including 80 County and Group Broadband schemes.
The four regional airports in the BMW Region Carrickfin (Donegal), Sligo, Knock and Galway have received over €7m in investment support and have reported 902,000 passengers in 2006.
Over €7m has been spent on new arts and cultural institutions including the Courthouse Arts Centre in Carrick on Shannon.  

An additional 4,031 meters of public mooring has been provided by Waterways Ireland along inland waterways.

Local Enterprise Development: 

Fáilte Ireland’s Tourism Product Management Board (TPMB) have approved 47 projects with a value of €26m.  
Over 2,500 enterprises have been supported/created by the 13 County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region, and over 26,500 people have participated in training provided by the CEBs.
Under the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure five Incubation Centres are completed and operating (Athlone, Dundalk, GMIT Castlebar, Sligo and GMIT Mervue).  

Under the Forestry sub-measures, some 19,479 hectares of degraded mature woodland have been improved.
Landing facilities have been improved at 36 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region including the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal. 
Over €35m has been invested under the Aquaculture Measure in 89 private and 5 public projects since the commencement of the programme. 
Under the Gaeltacht/Islands Harbours Development sub-measure 16 piers have been developed with a total spend of €24.7m.
Agriculture and Rural Development: 

€100m has been invested under the Farm Waste Management scheme which provides assistance with the capital costs of providing animal housing and storage facilities for silage and agricultural waste.

€15.9m has been invested under the Dairy Hygiene Standards scheme which assists dairy farmers in upgrading their milk production facilities to ensure continued adherence to EU standards and to further improve on farm dairy hygiene standards. 

Over €9m has been paid out under the Installation Aid for Young Farmers scheme to assist 978 young trained people to take up farming in the BMW region and thus ensure the continued rejuvenation of the farming workforce. 
€11.8m has been invested in horticulture projects since 2000 and €1.87m has been invested in the organic sector.
€27.8m has been made available by LEADER Groups under the Area Based Rural Development scheme leading to the creation of 481 full-time and 544 part-time jobs in rural areas.

The Western Investment Fund has seen a significant increase in the level of applications, approvals and disbursals in the BMW Region with 38 SMEs, 26 community projects and 2 strategic projects funded since 2000.

The Rural Viability Advisory Service is dedicated to helping small-to-medium scale farm families achieve and sustain a viable household income. There are nearly 18,500 users of the service.

Social Inclusion and Childcare:
An additional 12,101 childcare places have been created in the BMW region and 238 new facilities have already been established in the region and 483 facilities were upgraded.  Staffing grants are supporting 1090 childcare workers.
28 projects throughout the BMW region have been assisted through the Equality for Women Measure including pilot projects on equality proofing of County Development Strategies by the County Development Boards.
The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is supporting 49 Community Development Resource Centres in the Region.
Expenditure of over €103m has been reported by the Area Partnership Companies, on the provision of supports to disadvantaged groups including services to 57,716 unemployed people.
Ends

CONTACT:
Gerry Finn, Director, B.M.W. Regional Assembly
Tel: 094 9862970, Fax:  094 9862973, 
www.bmwassembly.ie
EDITORS NOTE

Role of the Monitoring Committee

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the 62 measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments, Social Partners, and Regional Interests. The EU Commission is also represented on the Committee.
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