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Regional Programme invests €1.95bn in Border, Midland and Western Region

Expenditure of almost €1.95bn was reported to the thirteenth meeting of the Monitoring Committee for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme which took place in the Regional Assembly’s chamber in Ballaghaderreen on Wednesday, 26th October.

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director of the BMW Regional Assembly in presenting the progress report to the Monitoring Committee stated that progress and expenditure had remained steady in 2005 across all areas of investment, including local infrastructure, local enterprise, agriculture and social inclusion. He further stated that if the Regional OP is to achieve its original expenditure forecasts, an improvement in spending in some key areas compared with previous years was required.
The Monitoring Committee considered a report on the Update Evaluation of the EU co-financed measures within the Regional OP compiled by Fitzpatrick Associates. This signalled that major improvements in programme performance had been achieved since 2003 and most constraints had been overcome. The Evaluation report also considered that the BMW OP was having a “positive and developmental impact on the region”. The report also recommended candidate measures for post 2006 EU co-financing. 
Representatives of DG Agriculture and DG Regional Policy outlined the EU Commission’s strategic guidelines for future agriculture and structural fund programmes which will set the framework for national and regional investment programmes post 2006.  The Department of Finance outlined the proposed institutional arrangements for the post 2006 funds which gives a key role to the Regional Assemblies in the development, implementation and monitoring of future regional operational programmes.
Progress Report

By the end of June 2005, almost €1.95 billion had been spent in the Region under the Regional Programme. This cumulative expenditure breaks down across the four priorities as follows: -

Cumulative expenditure to end of June 2005 for BMW Regional OP

	Local Infrastructure
	€1,309.795

	Local Enterprise Development
	€255.783

	Agriculture and Rural Development
	€158.025

	Social Inclusion and Childcare
	€222.926

	O.P. Total
	€1,946.529


Some of the main highlights to report under these priorities are:
· Local Infrastructure: Over €937m has been invested to date in non-national roads projects in the BMW Region, contributing to the improvement of over 24,449km of non-national roads.  There are more than 130,000 people benefiting from improvements in group water schemes and small sewerage schemes. 390 urban and village renewal scheme projects have been initiated with plans for a total of 584 projects to be completed by 2006. Over €50m has been allocated for over 90 local authority waste management initiatives.   Over €61m has been spent on regional broadband infrastructure, with 26 towns in the BMW region selected for open access infrastructure under the next phase.  
· Local Enterprise Development: Under Bord Fáilte’s Tourism Product Development Scheme, 31 projects have now received approval totalling €20m. Over 15,900 jobs have been created by the County Enterprise Boards in the BMW Region and over 26,000 people have participated in training programmes run by the 13 Enterprise Boards. Six proposals for new Incubation Centres attached to the Institutes of Technology at Athlone, Dundalk, GMIT Castlebar, GMIT Mervue, Dundalk and Sligo have been approved. Landing facilities have been improved at 49 fishery harbour locations in the BMW Region and at the major fishery harbour of Killybegs, Co. Donegal. Over €18.5m grant aid has been paid out in the BMW Region to date under the Aquaculture Measure. Some 14,732 hectares of degraded mature woodland was improved. Under the Gaeltacht/Islands Harbours Development sub-measure, 20 piers have been identified for inclusion in the programme.
· Agriculture and Rural Development: Over €69m has been spent on Farm Waste Management in the BMW region to date with 665 approvals so far during 2005. Applications are being processed and approved by the Department of Agriculture and Food for other schemes, including Installation Aid for Young Farmers, Improvement of Dairy Hygiene Standards, Animal Carcase Disposal and Development of Grain Storage Facilities. Over 300 full time and 340 part-time jobs have been supported under the Area-based Rural Development Initiative in the region.  Almost 14,000 farm families are availing of the Teagasc Rural Viability Service. Under the Western Investment Fund, €11.5m has been spent on the provision or extension of 21 local services and supporting 31 SME projects contributing to the development of the Region with a total of 800 new full-time equivalent jobs created or existing jobs maintained.
· Social Inclusion and Childcare: 9,388 new childcare places have been provided in the BMW region, 215 new facilities have been established and 424 childcare facilities have been upgraded. 13 City and County Childcare Committees have been established and are engaged in a broad range of activities to support the childcare needs of children and families in their local economies.  Staffing grants are supporting 1,718 childcare positions. €8.47m has been spent under the Equality for Women Measure, to support access to employment, education, and training and to encourage career development among women.  The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs is supporting 52 Community Development and Family Resource Centre Projects in the Region. Over 54,000 young people in the BMW region are benefiting under the Youth Services Grant Scheme.  Over €77m in expenditure has been reported by the 17 Area Partnership Companies, 5 Community Partnerships and the 2 Territorial Employment Pacts (Westmeath and Louth) in the BMW Region up to the end of June 2005.
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EDITORS NOTE

Role of the BMW Regional Assembly

The main roles of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly are to:

· Manage the Regional Operational Programme under the National Development Plan
· Monitor the general impact of all E.U. Programmes under the National Development Plan/Community Support Framework in the Border, Midland and West Region
· Promote the co-ordination of the provision of Public Services in the Region
BMW Regional Operational Programme

The BMW Regional Operational Programme provides for an investment of €4.09bn under the National Development Plan over the 2000-2006 period. The E.U. contribution to the Operational Programme over 7 years is €400m across the four structural funds ERDF, ESF, EAGGF and FIFG.  The Regional Operational Programme focuses on the development of local infrastructure, local enterprises, agriculture and rural development and social inclusion and childcare.  

Role of the Monitoring Committee

The Monitoring Committee plays a key role in reviewing the implementation of the 62 measures included in the Regional Operational Programme.  The Committee is comprised primarily of Government Departments, Social Partners, and Regional Interests. The EU Commission is also represented on the Committee.
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