MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE 

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME MONITORING COMMITTEE 

Held In 

The Bridge House Hotel, Tullamore, Co. Offaly 

On Wednesday April 4th, 2001



ATTENDANCE (See Attached)

1.
Welcome and Introductions 

The Chairman, Mr. Anthony Ferguson, of the B. M. W. Regional Assembly presided 

Mr. Ferguson opened the meeting and welcomed all present to the second meeting of the Border, Midland and Western  Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee.  He also welcomed Mrs Elisabeth Slavkoff and Mr. Joe Buckley of the European Commission (D.G. Regio) and Mr. John McKinney of the Special E.U. Programmes Body.  

2.
Adoption of the Agenda 

The draft agenda was ADOPTED on the 

PROPOSAL of Councillor Tom Cowley and was

SECONDED by Councillor Ray Cribben 

3.
Minutes of the inaugural Monitoring Committee meeting held on 27th October, 2000 

The minutes of the inaugural Monitoring Committee meeting held on 27th October, 2000 were ADOPTED on the 

PROPOSAL of Councillor Kathleen Quinn 

           
SECONDED by Mr. Sean Regan 

Matters arising: 

1.   Ms Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) requested that the reference in the minutes to social economy projects should instead refer to social economy supports. 

This amendment was AGREED on the 

PROPOSAL of Kathleen Fahy 

SECONDED by Sean Regan 

2.  Mr Sean Regan (Comhar) requested a response to the query he raised at the inaugural meeting regarding sustainable forestry harvesting systems.  Mr. Pat Ryan (Department of the Marine and Natural Resources ) agreed to provide a response on behalf of his Department

4.
Progress Reports
The Chairman asked Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) to introduce the progress reports. Mr. Finn gave an overview of the publication of the Operational Programme, the Programme Complement and the development of a web-site.  He also referred to the visibility of structural funds co-financed measures in the progress reports. 

Mr Finn then referred to the inadequate quality of information received generally in relation to: 


- Horizontal issues (gender, equality, environment, rural development) 


- North/South Co-operation 


- Performance indicators 

He also outlined the measures being taken by the Managing Authority in ensuring general compliance with the information and publicity requirements of the NDP/CSF.

Mrs Slavkoff (E.U. Commission) endorsed the concerns raised by the Managing Authority in relation to the quality of progress reports. She stated that payments of further advances of structural funds were dependent on the provision of information, as set out in the Annual Implementation Report and on the implementation of the information and publicity requirements of the EU for co-financed measures. 

Mr. John McKinney (Special EU Programmes Body) referred to the Common Chapter in relation to North/South co-operation.  He suggested that North/South co-operation should be an agenda item for future meetings and he asked for the co-operation of all Implementing Departments in the identification and reporting of projects with a North-South dimension 

Ms. Joanne Clarke (NDP/CSF Information Unit) stated that the NDP/CSF and Information Unit will be monitoring closely the implementation of the information and publicity guidelines and the correct use of the appropriate logos. 

Ms. Anne McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) stated that there was insufficient use of social inclusion indicators. She suggested the establishment of a sub-committee to look at developing meaningful indicators. Ms. McGeeney also stated that North/South co-operation was an All Ireland issue and not just a Border area issue .

Mr. Martin Crowley (NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that the tabular format should be used for the performance indicators and suggested that where expenditure had occurred but no progress could be reported in terms of the defined indicators, supplementary information on the status of projects funded should be given in the supporting text.

Ms. Anne Marie McGauran (Equality Unit) stated that very few Departments had provided disaggregated data.  She stated that advice and assistance was available from her office if required.

Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar) stated that the objective of promoting rural and urban social inclusion should be included in the introduction to the progress report. 

Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that in order to meet the new requirements under the 2000 - 2006 round of structural funding, Departments should provide more specific information ie, provide a comparative table showing expenditure out-turn compared with forecast and provide a comparative table on progress in relation to performance indicators. He stated that it was not sufficient for Departments to repeat the text contained in the Programme Complement in relation to North-South co-operation and horizontal issues 

Mr. Jim Stone (Midland Regional Authority) requested that information should be provided at NUTS III level for the EU Operational Committees of the Regional Authorities.  In response, Mr Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the NDP/CSF IT system will have the capacity to report at County level and by implication at NUTS III level. 

The Chairman, Tony Ferguson then said that each measure would be dealt which in turn and that Implementing Departments could comment if they wished to add or clarify anything in the reports. 

Non-national Roads Measure

There was no comment on this measure.

Rural Water Measure 

Mr. Jim Ganley (Department of the Environment and Local Government) stated that this measure is being implemented satisfactorily.  Mr. Martin Crowley (NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit) commented that no information on performance indicators had been provided for this measure. 

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) asked if the Department of the Environment and Local Government would consider providing grant aid to upgrade septic tank systems.  In response, Mr. Jim Ganley (Department of the Environment and Local Government) stated that his Department was aware of the issue and that the Minister would shortly announce a pilot scheme on waste water treatment.

Waste Management Measure 

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) asked if the Department of the Environment and Local Government would consider bringing forward the recycling and recovery elements of the waste management plans in advance of the full adoption of the plans.  In response, Mr. Jim Ganley (Department of the Environment and Local Government) stated that he would bring this suggestion to the attention of his colleagues in the Waste Management Section.  

Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar) asked if the waste management targets would be met. Mrs. Slavkoff (EU Commission) expressed the concern of the EU that the waste management plans had not all been adopted. 

Urban and Village Renewal Measure 

Ms. Carmel Sherry (Department of Environment and Local Government) stated that the allocation had been announced on April 3rd.  Mr Sean Regan (Comhar) asked if there was too much emphasis on larger urban centres rather than on villages and he also asked if there had been lessons learned in relation to the assessment of social and community needs from the previous round of funding.  In response, Ms. Carmel Sherry (Department of the Environment and Local Government) stated that the emphasis was on villages and that there was also support for conservation measures. 

Ms. Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) stated that local information seminars should be held for women's groups, community groups and residents' associations. Mrs. Kathleen Quinn (West Regional Authority) welcomed the allocations announced, but stated that the announcements should be made earlier each year .

E-Commerce and Communications Measure 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that one of the approved Companies has gone into liquidation. The Chairman requested an explanation for the absence of a representative from the Department of Public Enterprise to address any issues raised in relation to this measure.  Mr. Jim Stone (Midland Regional Authority) stated that although the infrastructure was being provided, the issue of affordable access remained a critical issue. 

Seaports Measure 

Mr. Patrick Ryan (Department of the Marine and Natural Resources) stated that the measure would be launched shortly with detailed applications expected before the end of May 2001.  Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that there seemed to be confusion in the reference in the progress report to charging expenditure to the year 2000 budget retrospectively. 

Regional Airports Measure 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that there will be a call issued in April 2001 and that the Regional Assembly had voiced concerns in relation to the low allocation of funding to this measure. 

Culture Recreation and Sports Measure 

Ms. Helen Nugent (Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation) stated that the commencement of the Sports Measure was dependent on the National Spatial Strategy. 

Mr. Michael Conroy (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) stated that there was slow progress to report on the arts and culture sub-measure, and that progress was being made on the habitat protection, heritage conservation and inland waterways sub-measures. 

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) asked if there had been progress in relation to the Ulster Canal.  In response Mr. Michael Conroy (Department of the Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) stated that Waterways Ireland was currently looking at this project in some detail.  Mr. Gary Carville (Regional Assembly) asked why there had been no resources allocated to cross-border heritage projects.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) asked if the Department of the Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands had any comment to make on the damage done at the Carrowmore site in County Sligo.  Mr. Conroy (Department of the Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) stated that he had no information on this issue. 

Technical Assistance Measure 

Ms Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) stated that the technical assistance funds should be used to promote the programme to the community and voluntary sector and to develop indicators.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) indicated that this funding was for evaluation of the OP and Technical funding for the Regional Authorities. It was possible that funding could be available for this purpose under individual sub-measures, he also referred to the thematic evaluations that would be undertaken by the NDP/ CSF Evaluation Unit leading up to the mid-term review. 

Tourism Measure 

Ms. Helen Nugent (Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation) stated that state aid approval had not yet been received for sub-measures 1,2 and 3.  She also referred to the selection criteria framework document which had been circulated in advance of the meeting. Mrs Slavkoff (EU Commission) noted that State aids approval had not been received and offered to take up the issue with DG Comp in the EU Commission.  Mr Martin Crowley (NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that as project selection for this Measure was a competitive process, the criteria should be more focused on selection between projects and that cost effectiveness and the contribution to sub-measure objectives should be included.  He also stated that the 30 km accommodation requirement may be in conflict with the objective of achieving a spread of tourism.  Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that particular priority should be given to the development of tourism in less developed areas and that golf should not be included because assessment of previous Tourism Programmes had raised doubts about the  value of such proposals.

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) stated that the 100,000 visitors target for Major Attractors was not appropriate for the Border region.  Ms. Helen Nugent (Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation) stated that her Department considered the target to be achievable, and would review the target if it became clear that it was not appropriate. The Chairman, Mr Tony Ferguson (Regional Assembly) stated that if the target would put off applicants, then it should be reviewed earlier rather than later.  

Mr. James Stone (Midland Regional Authority) stated that the Regional Tourism Authorities considered the target to be too high for disadvantaged regions and that a target of 50,000 to 100,000 would be more appropriate.  Mrs Slavkoff (EU Commission) stated that in her opinion targets should be set at a realistic level. 

Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar) stated that he had concerns relating to this sustainability of large-scale attractions and the 30 km accommodation issue.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the Major Attractors sub-measure should not be taken in isolation and that large numbers of attractions would be included in the clusters sub-measure and in the special interest pursuits sub-measure. 

Tourism Angling and Marine Tourism sub-Measures 

Mr. Pat Ryan (Department of the Marine and Natural Resources) stated that a call for proposals would take place in July and August respectively.  Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) asked if the Corrib-Mask Development Plan would be eligible for support.  Mr. Ryan agreed to clarify this. 

Micro Enterprise Measure  

Mr. David Kerr (Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment) stated that the measure is progressing well.  Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) queried the introduction of the more stringent criteria in July 2000.  Mr. Kerr (Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment) stated that the new criteria could not be applied retrospectively and that projects approved prior to 1st July, 2000 were not subject to the refundable aid quota.  Mr Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that there was an apparent inconsistency which should be looked at.

Mr. Joe Buckley (EU Commission) stated that D G Agri had raised a query in relation to funding to primary agricultural production.  Mr. Buckley requested the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to review this.  Mr. Buckley (EU Commission) also stated that the job creation figures appeared relatively high.  In response, Mr. Kerr stated that all County and City Enterprise Boards were informed of the restrictions regarding primary agricultural production.  He also stated that the job creation figures related to all jobs created by the CEBs in the year 2000. 

Ms. Anne Marie McGauran (Equality Unit) stated that a gender breakdown of job creation should have been provided.  Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar) requested further details on the profile of grant recipients. Mr. David Kerr (Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment) stated that the performance monitoring system is being worked on at present. 

Regional Innovation Strategies Measure 

Mr. Joe Buckley (EU Commission) stated that the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure appeared to focus exclusively on incubation units, and didn't include any reference to regionally-led studies etc.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that this issue will be pursued. He also added that innovation was a major component of the Productive Sector Operational Programme, and that a proposal under the 'Innovative Actions 2000-2006 Programme was currently being drafted by the Regional Assembly in association with the Regional Authorities. 

Forestry Measure 

Mr. Pat Ryan (Department of the Marine and Natural Resources) stated that the four sub-measures had been in operation in 2000.  Ms. Anne McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) requested more details on the uptake of supports by the low income farming sector.  Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar) requested a breakdown of the species planted and he requested that the issue of sustainable harvesting systems be addressed.  Mr. Sean Ryan (I.F.A.) requested a breakdown of grant recipients under the forest roads sub-measure.  Ms. Anne-Marie McGauran (Equality Unit) requested data to be supplied on a gender disaggregated basis. Mr. Ryan (Department of the Marine and Natural Resources) agreed to look at all of these issues.  

Mr Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) clarified that the principle supports for forestry are provided under that CAP Rural Development Plan. 

Mr. Finn (Managing Authority) requested Departments to bring staff members who are responsible for, and familiar with the implementation of measures to future Monitoring Committee meeting. 

Fishery Harbours, Gaeltacht/Island Harbours and Aquaculture Measure 

Mr. Michael Conroy (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) stated that progress had been slow on the provision of piers in Gaeltacht and island areas and some technical difficulties had been encountered. 

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) asked if the Fishery Harbour Infrastructure Programme was over-subscribed as stated by the Minister for the Marine and Natural Resources. Ms. Anne McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) requested more specific information on poverty for future reports.  Mr. Ryan (Department of the Marine and Natural Resources) agreed to clarify all of the issues raised.  

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that a revision of the Gaeltacht/Island Harbours sub-measure may be required for the next meeting of the Monitoring Committee.

Agriculture - General Structural Improvement Measure 

Mr. Eoin McGuill (Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development) stated that state aids approval had been granted and a good uptake of the schemes had been anticipated.  However, due to the outbreak of foot and mouth disease, prospects may not be as good in 2001 as initially anticipated. Mr. Brian Oxley (ICMSA) stated that some farmers were losing money due to the late introduction of the schemes. He also queried the exclusion of young farmers under 35 years of age from top-up grants if they had been farming for more than 5 years.  Mr. Sean Ryan (IFA) queried the delay in introducing the animal carcass disposal scheme. In response, Mr. McGuill (Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development) stated that the schemes would be launched as soon as possible. 

Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that there should be a general statement in the Annual Implementation Report in relation to issues such as Foot and Mouth Disease and other factors which had delayed early implementation of measures as these would have affected expenditure on the measures. 

Agriculture - Alternative Enterprise Measure 

Mr. Sean Ryan (IFA) asked if the Equine Quality sub-measure included supports for pony-trekking.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the LEADER Programme or the Special Interest Pursuits sub-Measure (tourism) could support pony-trekking under the Regional Operational Programme.

Agriculture - General Rural Development Measure 

Ms. Anne Marie McGauran (Equality Unit) requested details to be dis-aggregated on a gender basis. Ms. Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) requested further details on the Rural Development Fund and on the Western Investment Fund.  Mr. McGuill stated that the Rural Development Fund is aimed at policy makers and that a booklet on all Department of Agriculture schemes is ready for publication.  Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) asked when the Area-Based Rural Development Initiative would be announced. In response, Mr. McGuill (Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Development) stated that both the Area- based Rural Development Initiative and the LEADER+ Community Initiative will be available by June this year. 

Services to Agriculture Measure 

There were no comments on this measure. 

Childcare Measure 

Ms. Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) requested greater details on the location and type of projects supported under the Childcare measure.  Mr. Michael English (ESF Paying Authority) stated that actual expenditure figures must be provided in order to draw down the ESF funding.  Mrs. Slavkoff (EU Commission) asked what the prospects were for this measure to catch up on its expenditure forecasts.  Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that the additional allocation announced for childcare should be reported as part of the N.D.P.  Mr. Michael Holohan (Department of Justice, Equality and the Law Reform) agreed to provide information on project type and location. He also stated that there will be a major increase in expenditure in 2001 and that the additional £40 million will be included in future reports, and that the expenditure will be the actual expenditure as reported.

The Chairman (Regional Assembly) asked for details of the number of trained childcare workers. Mr. Michael Holohan (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) agreed to look at this. Ms. Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) asked what the blockages were and what was being done.  Mr. Michael Holohan (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) stated that in relation to planning, a new set of guidelines were being finalised for childcare facilities. 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) asked the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform to outline the role of the County Childcare Committees. In response, Mr. Holohan (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) stated that County Childcare Committees were now established in over half of the Counties. They were broadly representative of relevant interests and groups, and they will pay a role in the selection and evaluation of projects.  Ms. Kathleen Connolly (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) stated that the expenditure was the actual amount spent by the final beneficiary, i.e., Area Development Management Ltd. Mrs. Slavkoff (EU Commission) stated that she wanted to see the provision of childcare facilities speeded up if at all possible. 

Equality for Women Measure 

Ms. Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) asked for clarification on the reference to an amendment in the progress report.  In response, Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that this related to state aid approval.  Mr. Finn queried the reference to co-financed research.  In response, Miss Kathleen Connolly (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) stated that the Equality Measure was providing some matching funds for a research project being conducted by Trinity College for DG Employ. 

Community Development and Family Services Measure 

Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) asked what contact had there been with the NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit in relation to the evaluation carried out in the year 2000 and referred to in the progress report.  In response, Mr. Denis Galvin (Department of Social, Community and Family Affairs) agreed to pursue this query. 

Crime Prevention Measure 

There were no comments on this measure 

Youth Services Measure 

Ms. Anne Marie McGauran (Equality Unit) asked why details of the number of men and women accessing new services had not been provided, and also queried the reference to the Youth Information Centres sub-measure as "gender-neutral". 

Mr. Pat Forde (Community and Voluntary Pillar) stated that the reference to the absence of a drug problem in Border Counties was not correct. He also stated that the Gardai were not co-operating with requests for clearance from the community and voluntary sector.  In response, Mr. P J Breen (Department of Education and Science) stated that disaggregated data would be provided by mid-2001.  He also stated that the National Drugs Strategy was under review.  

Mr. Martin Hickey (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) stated that he would convey the issue of Garda clearance to the relevant section in his Department.  He also stated that gender disaggregated data had been provided for the Garda Youth Diversion sub-measure. 

Mr. Gary Carville (Regional Assembly) stated that additional resources should be allocated to the primary school age sector in order to prevent problems arising later on.  In response Mr. P J Breen (Department of Education and Science) stated that funding is not exclusively allocated to the 10 to 25 year-old age groups, and that 5 additional projects were funded in 2000.  Ms. Anne McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) requested greater detail on poverty impacts. 

Local Development Measure 

Mr. Martin Crowley (NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that it was disappointing that given the level of expenditure undertaken during 2000 that no performance indicators had been provided.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that this issue had been raised with the Local Development section in the Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation. 

Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that Implementing Departments should be aware that there is no distinction between co-financed and non co-finance measures with respect to reporting on horizontal issues, north-south co-operation and performance indicators. The Chairman, Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) stated that more detailed reports will be required in future.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that more detailed guidelines will be issued to all implementing Departments in the near future. 

5.
Financial Tables 

The Chairman, Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) asked Kieran Moylan (Managing Authority) to outline the financial tables.  Mr. Moylan explained that guidelines on the preparation of tables had been issued to all Departments in recent weeks. The 2001 published estimate figures for non co-financed measures had not always been provided.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) suggested that an overhead presentation should be given at the next Monitoring Committee meeting. This was agreed. 

Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that financial tables should be in a consistent format, including the provision of up-to-date estimates, and stated that all Departments should revise the tables to reflect their 2001 estimates decision which was published recently. He also stated that there was less scope to reprofile expenditure than in the previous round of structural funds.  Under the so-called n+2 rule which relates to decommitments, the annual allocation at programme and measure level must be spent within two years of the commitment being opened. It is possible to reprofile across measures within sub-programmes with the approval of the Monitoring Committee.  In order to reprofile across sub-programmes or across Operational Programmes, the approval of the appropriate Monitoring Committee and EU Commission re required. All Implementing Bodies are requested to review their expenditure levels in this regard and report back to the Managing Authority.

The Financial Tables were APPROVED on the 

PROPOSAL of Councillor Tom Cowley (Midland Regional Authority) and SECONDED by Mr. Jim Stone (Midland Regional Authority) 

6. Annual Implementation Report 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the Annual Implementation Report was to be submitted to the EU Commission by June 30th each year, in the format specified on page 98 of the Operational Programme document.  Mr Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) also stated that the Summary Report with an additional table showing drawdown of structural funding will be forwarded to the NDP/CSF Monitoring Committee.  Mr. Tom Heffernan stated that implementing Departments must provide complete information in order to meet the requirements of the Annual Implementation Report. Ms. Anne Marie McGauran (Equality Unit) stated that she wanted to include further details in the report.  Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar) stated that promoting rural and urban social inclusion should be included in the introduction. 

The Monitoring Committee AGREED to accept the Progress Report and Summary Report as the basis for the Annual Implementation Report on the 

PROPOSAL of Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) and 

SECONDED by Mrs. Kathleen Quinn (West Regional Authority) 

7. Any Other Business 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) then went through the other decisions sought, starting with the tourism criteria framework.  Ms. Helen Nugent (Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation) stated that she could not agree to the amendments put forward earlier.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referred to the rules of procedure which included a provision for issues to be resolved by negotiation between the Managing Authority, the Department of Finance and the relevant Department, and that the agreed text could be adopted by written procedure. Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional authority) proposed that if the tourism criteria framework as amended at the meeting was agreed then no written procedure would be required. This was generally AGREED.

Mr. Gerry Finn stated that there was no provision for decisions to be made by written procedure in the rules of procedure and that such a provision should be inserted.

This was AGREED on the 

PROPOSAL by Mr Gary Carville (Regional Assembly) and 

SECONDED by Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority). 

Ms. Anne McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) proposed the establishment of a small working group to develop social inclusion and poverty indicators. Ms. Kathleen Connolly (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) referred to the social inclusion and Equality Co-ordinating Committee which had not yet held its first meeting. Ms. Connolly (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) also stated that Managing Authorities are expected to take a lead role in ensuring that there are no gaps in reports. Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that he wanted to avoid additional committees if at all possible. 

Ms. Kathleen Fahy (Community and Voluntary Pillar) stated that a brief discussion paper could be prepared for the next meeting, which anyone interested could contribute to. This was supported by Mr. Sean Regan (Comhar).  Mr. Jim Stone (Midland Regional Authority) stated that the Combat Poverty Agency could host a half-day seminar on this issue.  Mr. Tom Heffernan (Department of Finance) stated that many of the issues raised were common across all Operational Programmes and he stated that the Equality Unit, the NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit and the horizontal Co-ordinating Committees should be involved in the process, before any proposals are put to Monitoring Committees. 

Mr. Martin Crowley (NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that the NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit was available to work with committees that addressed the issue of improving indicators. 

Ms. Joanne Clarke (NDP/CSF Information Unit) requested that specific details of measures should be supplied to the NDP/CSF Information Unit.  She reminded Departments of the requirements relating to the use of the EU and NDP logos and tag-line.  She also referred to the local media projects being developed by a PR company on behalf of the NDP/CSF Information Unit.

Mr Sean Regan (Comhar) requested that information be made available in Irish for Gaeltacht areas. 

8.
Date for next meeting 

The Chairman, Mr. Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) stated that the next meeting will take place at the end of October, with a specific date to be set in co-ordination with the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly and the EU Commission. 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Slavkoff for her support and contribution and stated that she would always be welcome to attend meetings in the future.

The meeting was then closed. 

The foregoing minutes are approved.
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