
MINUTES OF THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE 

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN

REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

MONITORING COMMITTEE

Held In The 

Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly Chamber Ballaghaderreen

On October 26th 2005

	


ATTENDANCE:  (See attached)

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME:

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy, of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly presided.

Cllr. Hanniffy opened the meeting and welcomed Mr. Noel Farrell, EU Commission, Mr. Pat Casey, Department of Finance, Mr. Brian Carroll, CSF Evaluation Unit and all present to the thirteenth meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee.  
1.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Cllr. Connie Hanniffy suggested that Agenda Item four should be taken in reverse order, which was agreed by all. 

The Agenda was ADOPTED and AGREED by all.

2.

MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH MEETING OF THE MONITORING

       
COMMITTEE HELD ON 26th APRIL 2005 AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the twelfth meeting of the Monitoring Committee held on April 26th 2005 were ADOPTED on the 

 PROPOSAL of Cllr. Tom Costello which was

 SECONDED by Mr. Jim McGovern
Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, (Managing Authority) requested comments from the relevant Departments on Annex 2 of the minutes – Issues requiring follow up from the Monitoring Committee Meeting of 26th April 2005. With regard to the clarification on the future of the Urban and Village Renewal Schemes post 2006, Carmel Sherry (Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government) stated that it was premature to look forward to Urban and Village Renewal and that there is a good possibility that there will be Urban and Village Renewal Schemes in the future.
Ms. Theresa Ryan (Department of Agriculture and Food) stated that she had discussed the grant aid of forest harvesting machinery with the Forestry Service. The current policy is not to grant aid this. Mr. Jim McGovern, West Regional Authority, suggested getting sustainable harvesting equipment grant aided under the Forestry Measure and that pollution is a big issue especially when harvesting timber close to rivers and lakes.  Mr. Finn informed the committee that the reason Annex 2 was on the agenda was because members had raised issues at meetings that had not been addressed by Departments and Mr. Finn asked the relevant Departments to have responses prepared by the next Monitoring Committee meeting.
3.
INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW BY GERRY FINN, DIRECTOR, 

      
BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director (Managing Authority) briefly outlined the progress to date under the BMW Regional Operational Programme.  He informed the meeting that progress and expenditure remains steady with no major increases or decreases. There are some N+2 funding issues with the over performing measures compensating for the under performing measures. He stated that the slower co-funded measures need to make greater progress. ERDF claims this year had already passed the 2005 threshold and when the current ESF claim is processed there will be no N+2 issues.  He informed the meeting that the relevant Departments have made assurances that there will be no N+2 problems this year under the EAGGF and FIFG funds.
Mr. Finn stated that there had been two written procedures since the last meeting, the adoption of the Annual Implementation Report which was deemed admissible by the EU, with minor amendments and financial amendments, including the re-allocation of ERDF and FIFG funding, the transfer of tourism funding and the decommitment of EAGGF funding. Mr. Finn acknowledged the work done by the Co-ordinating Committees and specialist units on horizontal reporting which has improved. 

Mr. Finn informed the meeting that the Evaluation Report of the Mid Term Review by Fitzpatrick Associates has been issued to everyone by email and hard copes were now available. With regard to the NDP IT System most implementing bodies have imputed up-to-date data. He stated that it is important for the BMW Regional Assembly and Local Authorities to be able to access data and give comprehensive information which ultimately gets into the public domain. 

Finally Mr Finn informed the meeting that the Report of the BMW Regional Foresight Exercise 2005 – 2025 “New Challenges – New Opportunities” had been launched by Mr. Dick Roche, TD, Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the 13th September. 
Mr. Brian Humphreys, (Department of Finance) pointed out that while certified ERDF co-funding had increased, 3 out of 10 measures had exhausted their allocation, and this raised concerns over meeting future expenditure targets. He also stated that some measures had only spent a small proportion of their funding. In response to this, Mr. Finn said that these measures should be identified and the relevant Departments should comment on the slowness of spending for the next meeting.   

4.   
PROGRESS REPORT OF THE BMW REGIONAL OPERATIONAL 

     
 PROGRAMME

Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority 

Mr. Damien McKeon informed the Committee that the Minister had recently made a number of new announcements of approved projects in both regions. 
Equality

Mr. Finn pointed out that there are new indicator targets in the progress report for the Equality Measure and proposed that these be accepted as changes to the targets in the Programme Complement.  This was agreed. 
Community Development and Family Support Measure 

It was noted that amendments to the Programme Complement will be discussed under Agenda Item 7.3
Crime Prevention Measure 

Mr. Finn stated that expenditure is very low under this measure with Probation and Welfare only spending 14% and asked for the Departments comments at the next meeting. Mr. Dermot Kilgallon, Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform said that there has been a resolution of the industrial dispute and that spend should now improve.

Youth Services Measure 

Mr. Paul Doyle, Department of Education and Science, pointed out that 3 sub-measures under the Education Sector were ahead of forecasted spend overall. Youth Services Grant Scheme has benefited from a 3% increase of funds. Special Projects for Disadvantaged Youths has 39 projects in the BMW region. 

Young Peoples Facilities and Services Fund 
Mr. Colm Treanor, Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs stated that capital expenditure is being reviewed. Mr. Finn said that funding was as low as 1% for 2005. He pointed out that many towns have drug problems; therefore it was an issue of concern and asked for the Department to have some comments for the next meeting. 
Garda Youth Diversion Programme 
Mr. Finn informed the committee that the spend under the Garda Youth Diversion Programme was on target. 

Local Development

Mr. Eamon Mac an Bheatha, ADM, informed the meeting that the new name for ADM is Pobal.  He stated that the programme has been extended to areas of Laois, Offaly and Louth.  Groups not covered by the programme can make applications for inclusion through the County Development Boards. Cllr. Tom Costello, West Regional Authority, called for the recommencement of the Galway West Side Bridge Project as there is no value in it remaining suspended. Mr. Seamus Boland, Irish Rural Link, raised concerns with regards to the amounts of money going to each county which should not be reduced.  

Agriculture and Rural Development

General Structural Development

Ms. Theresa Ryan, Department of Agriculture and Food, praised the progress of the 3 co-funded measures with over €14m spent in the first half of 2005.   Farm Waste Management saw 751 applications with 665 approvals.  There were 141 applications under the Dairy Hygiene Scheme, with 199 approvals during the period.  In relation to the N+2 rule, payments to the end of September would meet 82% of the EAGGF requirements.  The Department intend to put forward a forestry claim previously withheld, by the end of December and is cautiously optimistic that targets will be met.  Mr. Finn expressed concern over the N+2 situation as EAGGF funding has previously been lost. 
Mr. Piero Mora, EU Commission, stated that he was happy with the progress of the co-funded measures.  In relation to certified claims to the EU, the draw down of funding has not taken place and requested that it would need to, to avoid N+2 problems. 

General Rural Development 

Mr. Colm Treanor, Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, stated that spend for the Area Based Rural Development Initiative is picking up and they are remaining optimistic for future spending.
Cllr. Michael McGreal, BMW Regional Assembly, stated that 29% of forecasted expenditure was not satisfactory at this stage in the programme.  He also queried the proposed rationalisation of local structures. 
Mr. Eamon Mac an Bheatha, ADM, stated that the Department announced that each county should be covered by one managing company responsible for rural development. There is “cohesion” money available to help the process.  Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, said that this cohesion funding was money to facilitate this process and not to be confused with EU cohesion funding. Cllr Micael McGreal requested more information on spend under the Area Based Rural Development Initiative broken down by LEADER Group.  The Department agreed to take back all the comments.  

Services for Agriculture and Rural Development 

No comment

Alternative Enterprise

Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, stated that for the majority of sub-measures the spend is low. 
Ms. Theresa Ryan, Department of Agriculture and Food, acknowledged that expenditure is very low and informed the meting that the horticulture sector have tried different initiatives to improve take up of the schemes. An amendment to the Potato Sector Scheme was on the agenda to increase the investment ceiling and the Organic Sector Scheme will be re-advertised in early 2006. Spend under Housing/Handling Facilities for Alternative Enterprises will continue to increase. Mr. Seamus Boland, Irish Rural Link, indicated that this is a depressed sector, and queried if there were any additional promotions rather than just re-advertising. Ms. Ryan, Department of Agriculture and Food, responded by saying of the 5 sub-measures, 3 were amended to increase uptake. People can apply to the Organic Sub-measure all year round now rather than in tranches as previously administered.
Local Enterprise Development

Tourism

Mr. Gerard Banville, Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, stated that as reflected in the progress report, grant approvals of €20m had been approved either definitively or provisionally in respect of  31 projects in the region.  He acknowledged the overriding need for the unspent funds to be drawn down as soon as possible. On this point he mentioned that €626,000 had been drawn down to date in respect of project approvals and indicated that €4.152 million was expected to be drawn down based on the current projections by Fáilte Ireland.  Mr. Banville also outlined the current status of the Second Call for investment proposals with the closing date 28th February 2005. He indicated that 79 proposals were received by Fáilte Ireland across both regions of which 35 were rejected for various reasons. Of the remaining 44, 20 had originated in the BMW regional area seeking grants of €16m.  In response to a query from the chairperson about the cause of underspend under the tourism sub-measures, Mr. Banville stated that the Tourism Product Development Scheme was not formally launched until January 2002, following exceptional and unexpected delays in  securing State Aid approval from the European Commission.  He also pointed out that the operation of the scheme consisted of a decision process that involved the rigorous evaluation of a comparatively high number of applications in a two stage assessment process, explaining that, out of 265 initial applications received, 100 went forward to the second stage for further evaluation. Ms. Saila Dahl, EU Commission, queried how is it possible that selection of projects has taken so long to get approval. The Commission need to know that expenditure will be certified. She suggested that the Tourism Measure give details of payment and drawdown plans for the next meeting. Mr. Brian Humphreys, Department of Finance, said that the measure had sent no payment claim to the Paying Authority.  He would like a schedule of when and how they want to make their claims and for how much.  In response, Mr. Banville stated that the rigorous evaluation of projects was one of the factors that gave rise to the delay in project approvals and that appropriate details of fund drawdowns and claim certifications would be provided as requested. 
Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, stated that €4.36m had already been transferred from the Tourism Measure to Childcare because of the level of underspend.  Cllr. Owen Bannigan, BMW Regional Assembly, said, considering that there had been no expenditure, queried the insistence of Failte Ireland that Local Authorities indemnify Failte Ireland for works undertaken. Mr. Banville stated that Local Authority underwriting of projects was a requirement that must be adhered too. Ms. Gillian Buckley (WDC) requested that 31 projects be identified and also details of location of each.  At the conclusion of the discussion, Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, Cathaoirleach, requested that the Paying Authority and the BMW Regional Assembly be provided with a current listing of the project approvals in the region, a detailed schedule outlining future drawdowns under the sub-measure and an outline of the timing schedule for the certification of payments in respect of fund drawdowns. 
Tourism & Recreational Angling and Marine Tourism 

Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, stated the Angling Measure review should have been completed by now. Ms. Kathleen Magennis, Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources stated that the Minister is preparing a report to put to the Government.  Mr. Seamus Boland, Irish Rural Link, queried how much a contributing factor comes from Failte Ireland marketing Ireland as a single location rather than by region. He indicated that figures show a large percentage of people visit the South and East region with only 2% of people visiting the BMW region getting involved in angling. Mr. Ger Banville, Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, stated that marketing is the key to competitiveness. Failte Ireland and Tourism Ireland run marketing campaigns putting emphasis on promoting the regions. Ms. Eimear O’ Siochru, COMHAR, stressed her disappointment that no funding was given to conservation of angling facilities.  

 Microenterprise 
Mr. Fergus Clarke, Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, informed the meeting that both measures are performing on or ahead of target. Certain structural changes in the CEB-to-Department reporting relationship would come into play in the New Year in the context of the transfer of some CEB-related functions from the Department to Enterprise Ireland. In relation to the evaluation of CEB Training Programmes, the findings of the recent NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit’s report were, in relation to the training services provided by the CEBs generally quite positive.  The Department are anxious that the necessary follow-up actions with respect to implementation of the recommendations be now addressed.

Regional Innovative Strategies

Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, stated that is was gratifying to see expenditure beginning to increase for this measure.

Forestry Measure

No Comment.

Aquaculture Development Programme 

Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, asked the Department if the FIFG draw down under N+2 could be an issue. Ms. Kathleen Magennis (DCMNR) informed the meeting that spend is in the latter half of the year and the Division expect expenditure to be on target. She also said that no N+2 issues are envisaged this year. Ms. Eimear O Siochru, COMHAR, raised the point that there was no mention of environmental or horizontal issues in the progress report. She also expressed concern at the feedstock used in aquaculture. Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, said on the horizontal issue, reports are now compiled once a year as agreed following the mid term review process. He emphasised that there is a need for the concerns raised to be addressed on the next report as the issue has been raised on various occasions. The Department agreed to take back comments. 

Local Infrastructure Development

Non-National Roads

Mr. Finn stated that the repetitive reporting of North/South activities was still an issue. Ms. Lorraine Crawford, Department of the Environment, informed the meeting of the Department’s commitment to better North/South reporting in future. 
Mr. Jim McGovern, West Regional Authority, asked when the National Pavement Study would be published.  Lorraine Crawford informed the Committee that the study has recently been completed. 
Rural Water

Mr. Jim Ganly, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, informed the meeting that expenditure on the co-funded measure was doing very well and it will peak in 2006 and 2007. The performance indicators point out that 101 plants were completed, 27 of which were in Roscommon.  Ms. Eimear O Siochru, COMHAR, stated that there was not sufficient movement to protect water; septic tanks are not being de-sludged. Mr. Ganly responded by saying the problem had not been over looked. The European Court of Justice recently found against Ireland and there is now a short window of opportunity to put things right. He also informed the meeting that the Minister had announced an increase in expenditure. There are also pilot projects on source protection and septic tanks to research more cost effective ways of dealing with effluent and de-sludging. 

Waste Management

Mr. David Harbourne, Department of the Environment, apologised as the expenditure for 2005 was not available previously therefore, the table was now being circulated at the meeting. He informed the meeting that the co-funded targets will be met by the end of the NDP and that claims will be with the Managing Authority shortly. Mr. Finn pointed out that the low level of expenditure on such an important measure was an issue and that even though work is progressing; it was not being reflected in the claims. Mr. Harbourne agreed to take the comments back to the Department. Mr. Brian Humphreys, Department of Finance, expressed the need to meet yearly targets in the case of N+2, rather than at end of NDP alone. 
Urban and Village Renewal

No Comment

E Commerce and Communications Measure

Mr. Finn expressed his concern as expenditure is only at 23% of forecast, as it is a co-funded measure. Mr Kieran Duffy, Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, explained that the measure is currently very active. To date 12 Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) have been set up in the BMW region, a further 7 networks will be handed over shortly. 25 are at design stage for which the contracts will be awarded early next year. Under the Group Broadband Scheme, 119 proposals were approved, 60 of those in the BMW region.  He informed the meeting that 80% of forecasted CSF expenditure was incurred in the first 6 months and that expenditure is rapidly catching up. Mr. Jim McGovern, West Regional Authority,  asked when the next call for County and Group Broadband Schemes will take place and said that the West Regional Authority are anxious for this to happen as soon as possible. He praised the Regional Co-ordinators on doing a great job. Cllr Michael McGreal, BMW Regional Assembly, asked if and when would there be a third round call for proposals from the Department.  Cllr McGreal also asked when E-net who has the licence to operate the MANs would be lighting the networks.  Mr. Duffy responded by saying that greater progress was needed on that matter. He acknowledged that Regional Co-ordinators have boosted the broadband scheme. He stated that E-net and the Department were anxious to get broadband traffic onto the MANs as quickly as possible. 
Seaports 

Mr. Finn, Managing Authority, pointed out that expenditure was low and more progress is needed. Ms. Kathleen Magennis (DCMNR) informed the meeting that Drogheda, Dundalk and Galway projects were nearly complete. It is not envisaged that any further projects will receive grant aid under the measure in the future. 

Regional Airports

No comment.

Culture Recreation and Sports

Mr. Ger Banville, Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, reported that the position as outlined in the Progress Report remained unchanged in that no funding had been made available to commence the investment programme under the sub-measure.  He pointed out however, that the matter was being reviewed in the context of the Department developing a Strategic Plan for Sports Facilities and in this regard indicated that an Inter-Agency Steering Group comprising representatives from his Department, the Department of Finance, Department of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and sporting agencies had been established to oversee the strategy. Mr. Jim McGovern, West Regional Authority, queried the €41m not spent under this sub-measure. Mr. Ger Banville stated that the first major task to be addressed by the Steering Group was to conduct an audit to see what facilities were already in place and identify where gaps need to be filled in. He also indicated that he was not aware of any specific timeframe for the completion of that audit.  Ms. Kathleen Connolly, Gender Equality Unit, D/JELR, emphasised the importance of this area from a gender perspective and for bilateral engagement with the Gender Equality Unit.  Mr. Jim McGovern pointed out that under Arts and Cultural Facilities there’s a very low spend and allocations are substantial and many good projects are looking for funding.

Technical Assistance

It was noted that an amendment to this Measure would be dealt with under Agenda Item 7.1.
The Progress Report on the BMW Regional Operational Programme was approved on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Michael McGreal which was 

      SECONDED by Mr. Seamus Boland

      This was AGREED by all.

5.
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS FROM THE NDP/CSF CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEES


Equality and Social Inclusion

Mr. Dermot Kilgallon, Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, apologised for the short notice of the Equality & Social Inclusion Co-ordinating Committee Meeting and outlined the seven key recommendations of the Equality & Social Inclusion Report. The Department will also hold a sub meeting to discuss gaps in horizontal issues. Mr. Gerry Finn acknowledged that the report was very comprehensive and covered most issues. Ms. Kathleen Connolly, Gender Equality Unit, stated that with regard to gender, a higher level of compliance is needed. She also stated that none of the OP Monitoring Committees are currently reaching the 40/60 gender balance target. Mr. Tony Galvin, Equality Authority reiterated the Equality Authority’s availability to meet with Departments and thanked the unit for circulating the report. Mr. Paul Doyle, Department of Education and Science highlighted that the gathering of data for some measures, e.g., Special Projects for Disadvantaged Youth, raises concerns. 164 projects are involved in the gathering of information. Groups such as YMCA and Foróige are now trained on how to gather information. Mr. Doyle also stated that the Specialist Units should take a proactive approach to contacting measure managers when problems in reporting are identified.  Mr. Paddy Logue, Combat Poverty Agency, commented on the improvement in reporting but stated there is still room for improvement and responsibility for this improvement cannot be left totally with the Specialist Units. 

Rural Development 

Mr. Colm Treanor, Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs informed the Committee that his colleague Mr. Tony Fallon had prepared this report which was discussed at a co-ordinating committee meeting in October and at a number of meetings with measure managers. The conclusion that was reached by the Specialist Unit is that there is better use of the new reporting template and better use of indicators. 
Environment

Mr. Ian Keating, Department of the Environment, stated that responses from managing authorities in relation to the application of the horizontal principles following the evaluation exercise were assessed in detail for the first time by the Environment Co-ordinating Committee this year.  He thanked all who participated in the new reporting regime. He suggested that managing authorities should provide individual templates for each measure and sub measure. Indicators are useful but it can be difficult to develop appropriate and meaningful ones for each measure.  In these circumstances, it was important that comprehensive information was provided in relation to the impact of the different measures on the environment in the space provided in the new template.   Ms. Eimear O Siochru stated that COMHAR has no board or chair for the past six months and that the Environment Protection Agency Advisory Committee has yet to be reappointed.  She also expressed her disappointment at the thin response and the lack of visual tools in evaluating information. She suggested using GIS and spatial mapping systems. In response Mr. Ian Keating said that some council members of Comhar remained in office and that the entire COMHAR Council will be reappointed soon.  Mr. Gerry Finn said that the current horizontal principle template had emerged from the Mid Term Review process. Cllr Connie Hanniffy, Cathaoirleach, stated that issues relating to COMHAR were primarily for that organisation and the Department and not for this Monitoring Committee. 
6.
CONSIDERATION OF REPORT OF THE UPDATE EVALUATION OF THE BMW REGIONAL OP 

Presentation Mr. Gerry Finn, Managing Authority
Mr. Gerry Finn, Managing Authority, gave a presentation on the BMW Regional Assembly OP Update Final Evaluation. In his presentation, Mr. Finn covered the following: 
· Context

· Terms of Reference

· EU Co-financed Measures and Sub-measures 

· Socio-Economic And Policy Developments
(Since mid-term, and that affected implementation)
· Overall Progress

· Financial Progress to End of 2004

· Some Implications For Post-2006  - Programming
Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that the report updates the recommendations of the Mid-Term Evaluation.  The evaluation highlighted that the CSF measures have particularly caught up. He pointed out that the demand-led schemes need rigorous examination and that a more dynamic approach is needed to implement measures.

Mr. Finn stated that an analysis of the likely appropriateness of measures for future co-financing showed that Regional Innovative Strategies, Farm Waste Management, 

E-Commerce and Area Based Rural Development were priority areas. He said that suggestions should be made that can feed into the next programme. Ms Saila Dahl (EU Commission) said the update evaluation report gives a lot of information on results and progress overall, but that the evaluation should go further and present analysis of the data and recommendations for the future.  She noted that the absorption capacity should not be the most important selection criteria for the future actions.  Ms. Eimear O Siochru, COMHAR, stated that there should be feed back on the spatial side and again suggested using GIS and spatial mapping systems. She also said there was a lack of spatial quality in the information received and questioned why there was no reference to energy policy in the report. Mr. Pat Casey, Department of Finance, welcomed the report. On page 138, 4 priorities are identified that are likely to be critical in the next round of funding. Mr Jim McGovern, West Regional Authority, said from the consultants opinion, rural water was a low priority and equally some others areas too were debateable. Mr. Gerry Finn said the Kyota issue wasn’t looked at in terms of the NDP as it had not affected progress since the mid-term.  Cllr. Michael McGreal, BMW Regional Assembly, expressed his disappointment as six months after the McCann report into the Western Rail Corridor was published; no response had been given by the Government.  
7.
CONSIDERATION OF OP AND PROGRAMME COMPLEMENT AMENDMENTS
7.1 Technical Assistance and Non National Road Measures (Financial Amendments)

Ms. Saila Dahl, EU Commission, requested a specific justification for the transfer of €310,000 from Technical Assistance to the Non National Roads Measure.  She asked if the Managing Authority had taken into consideration firstly the need for Technical Assistance budget for the remainder of the programming period and secondly the need to respect the limits for the Technical Assistance, even though this kind of expenditure, as it had been found out in the recent audits, had been accounted elsewhere in the programme. 

Mr. Finn stated that the need to make the reallocation arose from the recent audits that concluded that some of the administration costs of CEBs and ADM should be considered as Technical Assistance.  The implication of this is that some of the existing Technical Assistance budget could not be claimed as it had been taken up by these measures. He assured that the Technical Assistance budget remained sufficient for the remaining programming period and that the Technical Assistance limits would be respected.

7.2 Farm Waste Management sub-measure (Criteria and OP text) 

Ms. Theresa Ryan, Department of Agriculture and Food, informed the Committee that discussions are on going with the Commission. Mr. Piero Mora, EU Commission, said the Department needs to meet the requirement in relation to economic viability. Ms. Theresa Ryan said that the Departments intention is to extend the scheme to as many farmers as possible; the proposed investment is economically viable. 
7.3 Community Development Programme (Performance Indicators)

Ms. Kathleen Connolly, Gender Equality Unit, requested that the revised indicators would be broken down by gender. 

7.4
Regional Airports Measure (Performance Indicators)

Mr. Liam Keogh, Department of Transport, pointed out that the increase in final passenger number targets was in response to the roll out of the second phase of the measure. Ms. Gillian Buckley,  Western Development Commission stated that the passenger numbers increase is very important to Knock as an International Airport and requested that in future the figures would be broken down by airport.
7.5        Development of Potato Sector sub-measure (Criteria)

No Comments.

7.6         Woodland Improvement sub-measure (Aid Rates)

No Comments.

7.7          E Commerce & Communications Measure (Performance Indicators)

Withdrawn. 

The Consideration of the OP and Programme Complement Amendments were approved on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Michael McGreal which was 

      SECONDED by Mr. David Harbourne
      This was AGREED by all.
8.
EVALUATION OF IN-COMPANY TRAINING MEASURES UNDER THE NDP/CSF

Mr. Gerry Finn pointed out that one of the main conclusions regarding the Entrepreneurial and Capability Development Measure was that some FAS and CEB programmes overlap and requested the Department and agencies to address this. Mr. Fergus Clarke, Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, told the Committee that a response would be available for the next Monitoring Committee meeting.

9.
EVALUATION OF WATER SERVICES MEASURE UNDER THE NDP/CSF

Mr. Jim Ganly, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, welcomed the evaluation report. He said that it raised the issue of a National Water Office and the need for better information systems at Local Authority level. Mr .Jim Mc Govern, West Regional Authority, said there was a problem with non-domestic water schemes and also asked for clarification on what the report described as “joined up approach”.  Mr. Jim Ganley informed the Committeee that a cost benefit analysis was completed for all schemes and included horizontal principle analysis, e.g environment. He also pointed out that the national water strategy would include protection of ground water. Ms. Eimear O Siochru, COHMAR, suggested charging for water from a sustainability perspective.
10.
CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT COMMUNITY STRATEGIC GUIDELINES
Presentation by Ms. Saila Dahl, EU Commission
Ms. Saila Dahl gave a presentation on the Community Strategy Guidelines 2007 – 2013. In her presentation, Ms. Dahl covered the following: 
· Commission's proposal of 14th July 2004
· Community Strategic Guidelines: objectives
· The new Strategic Guidelines: building on the Lisbon agenda
1.
Making Europe and its regions a more attractive place to invest and work

2.
Improving knowledge and innovation for growth

3.
More and better jobs

4.
Territorial Cohesion and co-operation
· The Timetable
Presentation by Mr. Piero Mora, EU Commission

Mr. Piero Mora gave a presentation on Rural Development Community Strategic Guidelines 2007 – 2013 and Territorial Cohesion as follows:- 
· Regulation and Guidelines 

· Benefits of Community Strategic Guidelines 

· Community Priorities 

· The Reporting System 

· Examples of the Lead Indicators 

· The Timetable 

· Rural Development and Territorial Cohesion

· Interaction – Rural/Urban 

· Conclusion 

Mr Pat Casey, Department of Finance, informed the meeting that a new context for Structural Funds has been set out by the Commission. Ireland will no longer get funding from convergence objective 1, but will now qualify for objective 2. From 2000 to 2006 € 4bn was received, now it is likely to be €700 - €800 million. He said that the proposed financial perspectives had not yet been accepted by the member states. The UK presidency proposed to make more funding available to objective 1. A working group in Brussels are making good progress on drafting the regulation. He informed the meeting that work has begun at national level on the National Strategic Reference Framework, approval for which was received from the Government in March. It will set out how the three OPs will be managed, 2 Regional ERDF, - 1 in the BMW and 1 in the S & E - and 1 ESF National. All Departments were written to with the Commission guidelines to consider what kind of proposals they wanted to see included. He acknowledged the contribution of the BMW Foresight Report. The next stage is a meeting with the Commission then the commencement of the development of the OPs in early 2006. A National Reform Programme on the Lisbon agenda has been prepared by the Department of the Taoiseach. 
Cllr. Michael McGreal, BMW Regional Assembly, said he was glad to see transport and accessibility mentioned. He asked if the Department are aware of the Western Rail Corridor proposal and could it be co funded. Mr. Pat Casey said the new National Transport Plan will take an account of this in the coming weeks.  Mr. Jim Mc Govern, West Regional Authority, asked if there would be agreement on the EU budget during the UK presidency.  Mr. Pat Casey responded by saying that they are working through some form of agreement, if not, it will then go to the Austrian Presidency. Ms. Saila Dahl, EU Commission, said that if the decision on the financial perspectives will not be taken by the end of the year, the allocations for some, especially the new member states, would be adjusted.  
11. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL
Mr. Gerry Finn, Managing Authority, stated that the document on financial management and control had been circulated at the request of the Commission.  The document set out the legislative base, the control arrangements, the audit arrangements, the treatment of audit findings and irregularities, the provision of guidance and training by the Managing Authority.  He stated that all bodies had a responsibility to ensure that structural funding was spent correctly and properly certified.  Ms. Saila Dahl, EU Commission thanked the Managing Authority for providing the description of the financial management and control procedures. 

Mr. Jim Ganley, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, asked if the B1 and B2 forms were to be set aside.  Mr. Gerry Finn replied that they will continue to apply to the end of the current programme. 
12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr. Connie Hanniffy welcomed Valerie Robinson, NDP Information Unit, to the Monitoring Committee meeting.

Mrs Theresa Ryan, Department of Agriculture and Food, stated that the Farm Waste Management Scheme amendments will come into effect in 2006.
This concluded the business of the meeting

The foregoing minutes are confirmed

_____________________________

    _____________________________

Cathaoirleach






    Secretary

_____________________________
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ANNEX 2                  
BMW REGIONAL OP - ISSUES REQUIRING FOLLOW UP FROM THE MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 26TH OCTOBER 2005 
	FOLLOW UP ITEMS


	FOR FOLLOW UP BY

	Low spending Co-financed Measures to provide details of their expenditure plans for the next meeting
	Waste Management
E-Commerce and Communications

Tourism

Woodland Improvement
Farm Waste Management

Area Based Rural Development Initiative

	Probation & Welfare sub-measure(non co-financed) outline of expected  expenditure performance for the next meeting
	Probation & Welfare 

	Details of plans to increase expenditure under the Young People’s Facilities and Services Fund
	Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs 

	Details of approved Tourism Projects to be circulated to the Monitoring Committee
	Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and Managing Authority 

	Information requested from the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources on the source of the feedstock used in the Aquaculture Sector
	Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
 

	Reporting on the North/South

Co-operation for the Non-National Roads Measure 
	Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (Non-National Roads)

	Community Development Sub-measure – new indicators to be broken down by gender 
	Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs


	Regional Airport passengers data to be broken down by airport
	Department of Transport
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