
MINUTES OF TWELFTH MEETING OF THE 

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN

REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

MONITORING COMMITTEE

Held In The 

Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly Chamber Ballaghaderreen

On April 26th 2005

	


ATTENDANCE:  (See attached)

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME:

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy, of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly presided.

Cllr. Hanniffy opened the meeting and welcomed all present to the twelfth meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee.  
1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Mr. Colin Byrne (Dept of Social & Family Affairs) suggested that Agenda Items

seven and eight should be taken together which was agreed by all. 
The Agenda was ADOPTED and AGREED by all.

2.     MINUTES OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING OF THE MONITORING
       COMMITTEE HELD ON 1ST NOVEMBER 2004
The minutes of the eleventh meeting of the Monitoring Committee held on November 1st 2004 were ADOPTED on the 

 PROPOSAL of Mr. David Hegarty which was

 SECONDED by Mr. Michael Conroy

3.   INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW BY GERRY FINN, DIRECTOR, 

      BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director (Managing Authority) briefly outlined the progress to date under the BMW Regional Operational Programme.  He informed the meeting that progress is steady but stated that the overall shortfall stills remains an issue.

He reported on the expenditure to date relative to the OP Forecast for the four Priorities, stating that the Social Inclusion & Childcare Priority was the best performing in this regard.   Mr. Finn pointed out that expenditure has accelerated in some areas but expressed his concerns with regard to the slow down under some measures. 
From the next Monitoring Committee Meeting onwards Mr. Finn reported that an addendum listing any actions to be followed up by the Implementing bodies would be included with the minutes.  He pointed out the amendments to the Waste Management Measure and Non National Roads Measure financial tables which were circulated at the meeting and also reported on the minor amendments to the EAGGF financial tables due to be forwarded to the EU Commission shortly. 
Mr. Finn informed the members that the Managing Authority would be organising another series of seminars with the relevant Departments and Implementing Bodies regarding Financial Management and Control of Structural Funds.  He pointed out that it was important that all the relevant staff be fully briefed in this area and would urge Departments to encourage attendance at these seminars.  With regard to the pre closure checks currently being carried out, Mr. Finn stressed the importance of identifying any problems in this area in order to minimise audit issues.  Referring to the N+2 loss of approximately €3.48m in EAGGF funding, he pointed out that subject to final confirmation of the amount by the EU Commission, it would be dealt with by written procedure. 
Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) expressed his disappointment with regard to the loss of EAGGF funds and asked if any analysis had been taken in this regard and how was the Managing Authority dealing with this issue.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) outlined the background to the current situation, explaining the reasons for the loss and reported on the meetings held with the Department of Agriculture & Food. He informed the members that a general slow down under the Agriculture Measures was the key factor and also the technical issues which arose under the Forestry Measures where money was spent but claims were not certified. Mr. Donal Spellman (Dept of Agriculture & Food) gave a general overview of the reasons for the current situation, reporting on the demand led schemes, the reliance on the estimates, the nitrate directives, the level of grant rates and the slow take up of the schemes. Mr. Finn added that there was no room for manoeuvre under the EAGGF funds, explaining that there are no other measure that could accommodate a transfer of EAGGF funds and pointed out the Managing Authority would have needed to know in advance in order to avoid this situation. 
Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) expressed his disappointment with regard to the low expenditure under the programme and emphasised the importance of acceleration in progress, stating that greater efforts would have to be made going forward.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referred to the need for the timely   submission of payment claims and reported that claims can now be submitted three times a year, urging Departments to act on this as a build up of end of year claims can cause difficulties. 
Ms. Saila Dahl (EU Commission) referring to the general progress under the Regional Operational Programme, stated that the strong performing measures were accommodating those that were under performing.  She pointed out that as the programme was now approaching the end, special attention would need to be given to the slow performing measures and reiterated the importance of the timely submission of claims.  Referring to the N+2 issue of the EAGGF funds, Ms. Dahl informed the meeting that the Commission were currently in negotiations with the Managing Authority in order to finalise the decommitment of funds in this area.  She reported that the finalisation of the financial tables would provide a better picture of the latest financial profile.  Mr. Finn (Managing Authority) acknowledging the concerns with regard to the slow performing measures, reported that the Managing Authority was actively trying to address this situation. 

Mr. Brian Humphreys (Dept of Finance) supported the concerns of the EU Commission and Managing Authority.  He reported that there were no N+2 issues under ERDF funding currently but stated that the tighter situation that was promised in this area was not happening.   He referred to the IT System and the difficulty populating the data base and pointed out the lack of physical data being inputted.  Under new regulations proposed by the EU Commission he informed the meeting of more stringent requirements for the production of claims electronically.
4.   PROGRESS REPORT OF THE BMW REGIONAL OPERATIONAL 

      PROGRAMME

Local Infrastructure Priority

Non-National Roads Measure
Mr. David Harbourne (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) apologised on behalf of the Non-National Roads Measure for the absence of a representative at the meeting and stated that any comments or questions in this area would be taken back to the Department. 

Mr. Dave Hegarty (CSF Evaluation Unit) commenting on the strong performance under the Non-National Roads Measure, stated that targets have been achieved already and suggested that the Department revisit the final targets as they will be exceeded. Ms. Saila Dahl (EU Commission) questioned the issue of modifying targets in line with progress, stating that the mid-term review had provided the opportunity to do this and informed the meeting that it would be best to report on the existing indicators and targets at this stage of the programme.  David Hegarty (CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that these targets served a purpose and with two years of the programme still remaining he considered that the existing targets were meaningless.  Mr. Finn referring to the text of the North-South Co-operation section of the progress report stated that progress needs to be made in this area. Mr. David Harbourne (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) agreed to bring back the issues raised to the Department for consideration. 

Rural Water Measure 

Mr. Jim Mc Govern (West Regional Authority) expressed his concerns with regard to the expenditure levels under the Rural Water Measure.  Reporting on the reduction of funding in 2004 for group schemes and the take over of group schemes, he highlighted the level of demand for these schemes and asked if the Department was reviewing the current situation.  
Mr. Jim Ganley (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) in response reported on the progress to date under the Rural Water Measure, stating that planning was taking longer than forecast but expenditure would peak in 2005/2006 and would be well ahead of forecast.  Mr. Ganley informed the meeting of the progress made on the provision of 234 Water Treatment Plants, reporting that contracts were in place.  He outlined the cost efficiency of the DBO Schemes (Design, Build & Operate) and informed the meeting of the substantial savings in capital and operational costs in this regard. 
Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) referring to rural waste water treatment, asked if there was any grant aid available to put septic tanks in order.  Mr. Jim Ganley (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) referring to the Group Sewerage Schemes, informed the meeting that the National Rural Water Monitoring Committing was currently reviewing the situation with a view to providing a cost efficient way of providing rural communities with innovative solutions for collection systems.
Waste Management Measure 

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) reported on the good North-South Co-operation under the Waste Management Measure and the issue of illegal dumping and stated that this issue deserves more in-depth reporting. 
Mr. Brian Humphreys (Dept of Finance) expressed his concerns that no claims had been received to date under the Waste Management Measure and pointed out the importance of the timely submission of claims.  Ms Dara Breathnach (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) reported that a claim was currently with the Managing Authority and another claim would be submitted later this year.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that the current claim would be going forward to the Paying Authority shortly.  He also pointed out that the spend under the Waste Management Measure is reported against the original forecast which was driven by the private sector investment primarily and stated that this is no longer grant aided under the measure and is not reported. 
Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) queried the progress under the pilot projects for waste recycling and recovery. Ms Dara Breathnach (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) informed the meeting that the waste recycling and recovery grant applications were due in shortly.
Urban & Village Renewal Measure 

Ms. Sarah Davis (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) informed the meeting that the Department expected a strong expenditure out-turn for 2005.  Cllr.  Michael McGreal (West Regional Authority) pointed out the good work carried out under the Urban & Village Renewal Schemes and in referring to the end of the current phase asked if there were any plans for an extension to the programme.  Mr. Sarah Davis (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) agreed to follow this issue up with the Department.  
E Commerce & Communications Measure 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referring to the low expenditure under the
E Commerce & Communications Measure pointed out that a lot was happening in this area but was not being reflected in the expenditure.  Mr. Jim Mc Govern (West Regional Authority) referred to the Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) which have been constructed and asked when would these be lit.   Cllr Michael McGreal (West Regional Authority) referred to the grant aid of up to 90% available under the MANs programme compared with only 55% for the Group Broadband Schemes.  He outlined the importance of the Group Broadband Scheme for rural communities and reported on the slow take up of the scheme to date, stating that the rural communities are being deprived access as the scheme is not attractive enough. 

Mr. Kieran Duffy (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) reported that most of the spend and activity for 2004 under the E Commerce & Communications Measure was in the South & East Region but informed the meeting that for 2005 the BMW Region would see an increase in expenditure.  Mr. Duffy gave a brief account of the progress to date under the MANs programme and the Group Broadband Scheme, stating that the bulk of construction would take place in 2006.  He outlined the details of the grant aid available and pointed out that the Department was obliged to comply with the EU state aid rules. With regard to the question of when the MANs would be lit, he referred to the E-Net company which was contracted to manage, maintain, market and operate the MANs on behalf of the state and stated that it was a matter for all operators to respond in this regard.  Ms. Saila Dahl (EU Commission) commented on the good progress made under the 1st phase of broadband projects and stated that she would encourage improvement and promotion of broadband going forward.
Seaports Measure
Ms. Kathleen Magennis (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) reported that expenditure was up under the Seaports Measure and stated that work was proceeding well with no difficulties envisaged for 2006. 

Regional Airports Measure 
Cllr Michael McGreal (West Regional Authority) queried the progress on funding for the enhanced navigational aids at Knock Airport.  Mr. Liam Keogh (Dept of Transport) reported on the close consultation with the airport in this regard, stating that negotiations were ongoing.   Mr. Keogh referred to the final targets of the performance indicators and informed the meeting that due to passenger growth further adjustments were required in this area.
Culture, Recreation and Sports Measure

Mr. Jim Mc Govern (West Regional Authority) pointed out the nil spend under the Recreation and Sports Facilities sub measure and Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that this measure was currently suspended.  Mr. Ger Banville (Dept of Arts, Sport & Tourism) stated that it was premature at this stage to rule out future activity under this sub measure as the position was being reviewed by the Department in the context of the development of a National Sports Facilities Strategy.

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) referred to the lack of funding available for arts centers in smaller towns under the Arts & Culture Facilities sub measure. 

Mr. David Harbourne (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) reported on the low spend under the Habitat Protection & Conservation sub measure due to delays in two major capital projects and informed the meeting that increased expenditure is due to start relatively soon.
Under the Inland Waterways sub measure Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) questioned the progress of the Ulster Canal.  Mr. Michael Conroy (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) reported on the current position, stating that no decision would be made in the coming months. Mr. Conroy reported on the north/south situation and the issue of an Environmental Impact Statement on the proposal to extend the Shannon navigation.  
Local Enterprise Priority

Tourism Measure 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that the issue of low expenditure under the ERDF co-funded Development of Major Attractors and Special Interest Pursuits sub measures would be dealt with under Agenda Item 9.

Mr. Ger Banville (Dept of Arts, Sport & Tourism) referring to the concerns of under-spend for the Development of Major Attractors and Special Interest Pursuits sub measures, informed the meeting that it was important to note that Fáilte Ireland had commenced the process of drawing down funds and outlined the profiled estimates of the expected  draw downs for 2005  to 2007. 
Ms. Saila Dahl (EU Commission) stressing the importance of improvement in this area stated that the implementation of approved projects should be encouraged.  

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) questioned the decline under the Tourism & Recreational Angling sub measure and pointed out the importance of this sector to the BMW Region and its support to the tourism market.   He also asked what was the current position with regard to the Regional Fisheries Boards.  Ms. Kathleen Magennis (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) in response to the issues raised informed the meeting that the future of the Tourism & Recreational Angling sub measure was tied up with the overall review of the inland fisheries sector and stated that the report of this review was not yet published. 
Micro-enterprise Measure 
Mr. Fergus Clarke (Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment) outlined the good progress of the Micro-enterprise Measure and reported that this trend continues.  He pointed out the good work being done by the County Enterprise Boards and also the progress under the North/South Co-operation section.  Mr. Clarke informed the meeting of the recommendations of the Enterprise Strategy Group’s Report, the new administrative structure for the County Enterprise Boards and the evaluation of the CEB training activity currently being carried out.  
Regional Innovation Strategies Measure 
Mr. Brian Humphreys (Dept of Finance) referring to the expenditure reported under the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure, queried why there was a gap in the certification process in this regard.   Ms. Grainne Ni Uid (Enterprise Ireland) reported that the bulk of expenditure would be occurring in 2005/2006 and therefore the claims would be a lot higher next time round. 

Forestry Measure

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) questioned the policy of grant aid not being made available for environmentally friendly harvesting of timber close to rivers and lakes and stated that consideration should be given to this issue. Mr. Donal Spellman (Dept of Agriculture and Food) reported that he would take this issue back to the Department for consideration. 

Fishery Harbours and Gaeltacht/Islands Harbours Infrastructure Measure 

No Comments 

Aquaculture Development Programme 

No Comments 

Agriculture and Rural Development Priority 

General Structural Development Measure 

Mr. Piero Mora (EU Commission) reported that he was pleased to see progress under the General Structural Development Measure.  However, he stated that he still had concerns with regard to the N+2 issue and informed the meeting that he would hope to see progress improve in this regard. Mr. Donal Spellman (Dept Agriculture & Food) responded to the concerns raised and reported on progress to date under the measure.
Alternative Enterprises Measure 
No Comments 
General Rural Development Measure 
No Comments
Services for Agriculture and Rural Development Measure
No Comments 
Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority 

Childcare Infrastructure Measure  

Childcare Staffing and Quality Improvement Measure 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) pointed out the significant increase in expenditure under the Childcare Measure. 

Equality for Women Measure 
No Comments
Community Development and Family Support Measure 

Ms Clodagh McDonnell (Dept of Social & Family Affairs) informed the meeting that the responsibility for the Family Services Project had been transferred to the Employment Support Services Section. 
Crime Prevention Measure 
No Comments

Youth Services Measure 
Mr Paul Doyle (Dept of Education & Science) reported on the progress under the Youth Services Measure and informed the meeting of the two major reviews that are currently underway with reports due by the end of the year.  He also pointed out some minor adjustments to the progress report in relation to the Youth Information Centres sub measure.
Local Development Measure 
Mr. Eamonn Mac an Bheatha (Area Development Management Ltd) reported on the Local Development Measure and informed the meeting that spend was on target and outlined the advancement of the ADM programme to fully cover three additional counties in the region. 
The Progress Report on the BMW Regional Operational Programme was approved on the PROPOSAL of T.J. Fleming which was 

      SECONDED by Ms Kathleen Connolly

      This was AGREED by all 

5.
REPORTS ON HORIZONTAL PRINCIPLES 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) outlined the background to the reports on horizontal principles and the new reporting template which was developed across the NDP. He informed the meeting that the new reporting template emerged from the recommendations of the mid-term review with Departments now concentrating on a lesser number of horizontals.  Mr. Finn pointed out that the new system provided more focused and in-depth reporting and he welcomed the views and comments of the members on this issue.  Mr. Dave Hegarty (CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that it was a good idea to deal with this issue as a separate agenda item, but pointed out that the format of the reporting would be better if all the information for each measure was amalgamated.  Mr. Paddy Logue (Combat Poverty Agency) agreed with these comments.
Ms. Kathleen Connolly (Equality Monitoring Unit) welcomed the good work done in this area, reporting that this was good news in terms of gender with the decision to prioritise now paying some dividends.  Ms Connolly paid tribute to the excellent reports of the Micro-enterprise and Youth Services Measures, however she stated that greater efforts could be made by Measure Managers in some areas. With regard to the horizontal templates reports being dealt with as a separate agenda item, Ms. Connolly agreed with this but pointed out that the indicators should be included in the main progress report.  
Ms. Saila Dahl (EU Commission) stated that a lot of interesting information had been provided.  However, she pointed out that there was still a lot of work to be done and reported that more emphasis should be placed on the relevance of the data provided.
Mr. Frank O Donnell (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) thanked the Measure Managers for their co-operation and work done and also thanked the Managing Authority for their input and support in this area.  He informed the meeting that progress was still very patchy with considerable work to be done across a range of measures. 
Mr. Pat Gilheaney (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) stated that there was room for improvement, referring to presentation and greater use of indicators in this regard.   Mr. Tony Galvin (Equality Authority) reporting on the wider equality grounds horizontal principle stated that some measure made progress in this area but pointed out that significant work remains to be done also. 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) thanked the members for their comments and informed the meeting that these comments would be taken on board.  
6.   CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS FROM THE NDP/CSF CO-ORDINATING 

      COMMITTEES:
Equality and Social Inclusion

Rural Development

Environment


Consideration of the reports from the NDP/CSF Co-ordinating Committees was noted by the members. 

7.
CONSIDERATION OF CPA/OSI REVIEW OF THE REGIONAL OP PROGRAMME COMPLEMENTS FOR THE MEASURES PRIORITISED UNDER THE SOCIAL INCLUSION HORIZONTAL PRINCIPLE
8. 
CONSIDERTION OF PROGRAMME COMPLEMENT AMENDMENTS 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that Items 7 & 8 on the agenda would be dealt with together and pointed out that an additional document under agenda item 8 was being circulated at the meeting relating to amendments to performance indicators under the Youth Services Measure.
Mr. Barry Guckian (Managing Authority) outlined the background of the amendments to the Programme Complement, pointing out the changes made and the reason for these changes. 

Mr. Colin Byrne (Dept of Social & Family Affairs) expressed his satisfaction with the text changes of the Programme Complement under social inclusion and thanked the Measure Managers and Managing Authority for the work done.  However, he reported that programme complement changes were not successful in this area under the Prison Service Training & Development and Probation & Welfare sub-measures but pointed out that this could be pursued at a later stage. 

Mr. Kieran Duffy (Dept Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) reported on the amendments made to the performance indicators of the E Commerce & Communications Measure.  He stated that amendments were made to reflect the changes to the horizontal principles and the broadband action plan, informing the members of the changes to the way targets were measured in this regard. 
Mr. Pat Gilheaney (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) referring to programme complement text changes under the Teagasc sub-measure and the emphasis given to the Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS), queried why initiatives in the area of the environment were deleted.   Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) in response to this issue informed the meeting of the particular objective of the Teagasc sub-measure in relation to the promotion of the REPS Scheme. 
Ms. Kathleen Connolly (Dept of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) reported on the difficulties encountered with regard to supplying social inclusion indicators under the Crime Prevention Measure, informing the members of the communications problems and the lack of a computerisation system in this regard.      
Consideration of CPA/OSI Review of the Regional OP Programme Complements for the measures prioritised under the Social Inclusion Horizontal Principle and the Consideration of Programme Complement amendments were APPROVED on the  

     PROPOSAL of Mr. Paddy Logue which was 

     SECONDED by Mr. Jim McGovern
     This was AGREED by all 

9.
CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS TO FINANCIAL TABLES 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting of the proposal to re-allocate the €4.36m ERDF commitment for 2005 from the Tourism Measure to the Micro-enterprise Measure within the Local Enterprise Priority in order to reduce the risk of the decommitment of the funding.  Reporting on the low spend under the Tourism Measure, Mr. Finn expressed his concerns with regard to the potential N+2 problem in this area and stated that it was the role of the Managing Authority to ensure that money was not lost.  He pointed out that the Managing Authority is conscious of the important role played by tourism in the BMW Region but stated that there is a serious risk of loss of funding and proposed the re-allocation of 2005 ERDF commitment from Tourism to the Micro-enterprise Measure which has now exhausted its ERDF funds.  Mr. Finn reported that the Managing Authority considers that there should be sufficient scope within exchequer resources to ensure that the allocation to the Tourism Measure can be maintained at its current level. 
Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) expressed his disappointment with regard to the decommitment of ERDF funding under the Tourism Measure and queried the commitment of exchequer funding in this regard.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) in response stated that this was an issue for the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and the Department of Finance to clarify but would hope going forward that the shortfall would be replaced with exchequer funding. 
Mr. TJ Fleming (Department of Finance) referring to the Managing Authority’s proposal pointed out that this was not an attempt to take money out of the measure but was an effort to secure ERDF funding.  Reporting that the Managing Authority was taking a careful step to secure this funding he outlined the alternative scenarios available and also reported on the commitments to tourism projects from the exchequer.
Mr. Ger Banville (Dept of Arts, Sport & Tourism) acknowledged the need to minimise potential losses of Structural Funds allocated to Ireland under the Community Support Framework but nevertheless, expressed his Department’s concern about the re-deployment of the funds from the Tourism Measure.  He reported on the importance of tourism indicating that it can make a significant contribution to the economic and social development of the region and to the drive for balanced regional development. Stating that significant progress had already been achieved overall under the Tourism Product Development Scheme he outlined details of grants allocated to date and the substantial commitments entered into by Fáilte Ireland.  With regard to the future draw down of ERDF funds, Mr. Banville informed the meeting that both the Department of Arts, Sport & Tourism and Fáilte Ireland were confident that the funding available under the Scheme would be fully utilised by the end of the programme. In the circumstances, the Department was not in a position to support the proposal before the Monitoring Committee to reallocate the funds. 
Ms. Saila Dahl (EU Commission) recognising the importance of tourism for the region and for reasons of sound financial management stated that the EU Commission was not against the proposal.  Mr. Fergus Clarke (Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment) confirmed that his Department was in a position to utilise the money.  

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referring to the Managing Authority’s proposal outlined the rules of procedure of the Monitoring Committee and stated that in the event of the Monitoring Committee being unable to arrive at a consensus in respect of this matter, the issue will be referred for resolution between the Department of Finance, the Managing Authority and the Department concerned and, if judged necessary, to the Government for decision. The Committee will be then be informed of the outcome of the deliberations.  Mr. Finn pointed out that the Committee can also reach decisions by way of written procedure to all members of the Monitoring Committee.

Mr. TJ Fleming (Department of Finance) emphasised the serious risk of loss of ERDF funding under the Tourism Measure and Mr. Brian Humphreys (Department of Finance) supported the Managing Authority’s proposal in this regard. 

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy, also supported the Managing Authority’s proposal and appealed to the Department of Arts, Sport & Tourism to make a decision stating that if a decision was not reached at this meeting the rules of procedure would have to be invoked.  Mr. Ger Banville (Dept Arts Sport & Tourism) in response stated that his Department was not in a position to accede to the proposal at present, pointing out that the detailed case already submitted by the Department to the Managing Authority should be fully taken into account. 
It was proposed to invoke the rules of procedure and defer a decision on the proposal to reallocate the €4.36m ERDF commitment for 2005 from the Tourism Measure to the Micro-enterprise Measure within the Local Enterprise Priority pending further discussions between the parties concerned. 
This was AGREED BY ALL.
10.
BRIEFING ON UPDATE (Final) EVALUATION OF THE BMW REGIONAL OP 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) outlined the background to the update of the mid-term evaluation of the BMW Regional OP.  Reporting on the broad terms of reference, he informed the meeting that four tenders had been received and were due to be considered shortly and the successful applicant appointed.  He reported that the first draft of the evaluation would be available by the end of August 2005 and the final draft by the end of September which would then be available for consideration at the autumn 2005 Monitoring Committee Meeting.  In this regard he stressed the importance of the co-operation of the Departments responsible for EU Co-funded Measures.
Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) questioned the early timing of the  evaluation and Mr. TJ Fleming (Dept of Finance) in response informed the meeting that this was an update on the mid term evaluation and also a platform for subsequent planning.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) added that that this was the way the EU regulations were structured, stating that this evaluation would also feed into the post 2006 planning.  
11.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that the Annual Implementation Report must be with the EU Commission by the end of June and prior to this would be circulated to the Monitoring Committee members for approval by written procedure. 
Mr. Finn also reported on the possible transfer of funds from the Productive Sector OP to the BMW Regional OP, stating that this would be mainly ERDF funding and a proposal on this issue would be circulated to the Monitoring Committee over the coming weeks. 
Mr. Kieran Moylan (Managing Authority) gave a brief presentation on EU funding post 2006 and outlined the details of the programming cycle proposed in this regard.  Mr. TJ Fleming (Dept of Finance) reported on the Community’s strategic guidelines on cohesion proposed by the Commission and informed the meeting that a draft was due to be circulated by the Commission shortly.  With regard to post 2006 situation Mr. Fleming stated that ERDF funding would be delivered through the two Regional Operational Programmes.
Mr. Alain Roggeri (EU Commission) thanked the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy for her welcome and noted the very active involvement of the members at the meeting.   He stressed the importance of the timely submission of payment claims, reporting on the EU budget restraints and stated that the EU Commission faced some difficulties in 2005 in meeting all payment claims unless sufficient claims are submitted early in the year. 
The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy, congratulated Ms. Kathleen Connolly on her appointment as head of the Gender Equality Unit and wished her luck in her new post.  Ms. Hanniffy also thanked the Monitoring Committee for their contribution and the staff of the Regional Assembly for their work in preparing for the meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting

The foregoing minutes are confirmed

_____________________________

    _____________________________
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_____________________________
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Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment

Ms. Elaine McCormack 

Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment 
Mr. Bob Keane 


Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment

Ms. Niamh O Hara 


Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment 

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY STAFF
Mr. Barry Guckian


B.M.W. Regional Assembly

Mr. Gerry Lavelle


B.M.W. Regional Assembly

Mr. Michael Mc Cauley

B.M.W. Regional Assembly

Ms. Pauline Grennan


B.M.W. Regional Assembly
APOLOGIES

Ms Emer O Siocru


COMHAR

Mr. Pol O Duibhir


Department of Finance

John O Callaghan 


Dept of Justice, Equality & Law Reform 

Mr. Brendan O’Mahony

Farming Organisation (IFA)

Ms. Emer O Shea


Trade Union Pillar (IMPACT)


Mr. Seamus Boland


Irish Rural Link (Community/Voluntary)
Mr. Dara Calleary 
Chamber of Commerce of Ireland (Business/Employer)
Ms. Gillian Buckley


Western Development Commission 

ANNEX 2
BMW REGIONAL OP - ISSUES REQUIRING FOLLOW UP FROM THE MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 26TH APRIL 2005 
	FOLLOW UP ITEMS

	FOR FOLLOW UP BY

	The North-South Co-operation report to be improved for the Non-National Roads Measure


	Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government – Non National Roads 

	Clarification on the future of the Urban & Village Renewal Schemes post 2006
	Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government – Urban & Village Renewal 


	Adjustment of final targets upward under the Regional Airports Measure 


	Department of Transport - Regional Airports 

	Policy re environmentally-friendly harvesting not grant aided under the Forestry Measure 

	Department of Agriculture and Food -
Forestry Section

	Programme Complement changes
under the Social Inclusion Horizontal Principle for the Prison Service Training & Development and Probation & Welfare sub-measures

 
	Irish Prison Services

& 

Probation and Welfare Services 

	Annual Implementation Report 2004 to be circulated for decision by written procedure 

	Managing Authority

	Re-allocation of tourism funding to be agreed with relevant Departments and circulated for decision by written procedure 

	Managing Authority
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