
MINUTES OF FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE 

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN

REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

MONITORING COMMITTEE

Held In The 

Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly Chamber Ballaghaderreen

On October 23rd 2006

	


ATTENDANCE:  (See attached)

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME:

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy, of the BMW Regional Assembly presided.

Cllr. Hanniffy opened the meeting and welcomed Mr. Noel Farrell and Mr. Alain Roggeri (EU Commission) and all present to the fifteenth meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee.  
1.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Agenda was ADOPTED and AGREED by all.

2.
MINUTES OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING OF THE MONITORING

     
COMMITTEE HELD ON 24th APRIL 2006 

The minutes of the fourteenth meeting of the Monitoring Committee held on April 24th 2006 were ADOPTED on the 

 PROPOSAL of Mr. Matt Donnelly which was

 SECONDED by Mr. Jim McGovern 
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, (Managing Authority) referred to annex two of the minutes and outlined the issues requiring follow up from the Monitoring Committee Meeting of 24th April 2006.

Mr. Austin Cunningham (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) responded to the follow up item on North/South Co-operation under the Non-National Roads Measure.   He informed the meeting of the progress in this area and the discussions which took place at various meetings of county councils in the BMW region and the Northern Ireland region, to ensure that improvement to regional roads which crossed county boundaries was addressed in a strategic manner.  Mr. Cunningham reported that the issues arising from these consultations would be taken on board. 
Mr. Tony Flynn (Dept of Justice, Equality and Law Reform) reported on the Probation and Welfare item and pointed out the difficulties encountered in acquiring suitable sites at a reasonable cost for the planned probation centres which resulted in no capital expenditure for 2006.

Mr. John Healy (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) informed the meeting that the gender breakdown data under the new indicators for the Community Development sub-measure would not be available until November of this year and included in the progress report for the spring 2007 Monitoring Committee Meeting. 
Under the Waste Management Measure, Mr. Barry Lavin (Dept of Environment, Heritage and Local Government) reported on the delays encountered and the time taken to process the paper work in this area and informed the meeting that the Department would ensure that expenditure incurred would be certified as soon as possible.   Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) pointed out the importance of the timely certification of expenditure stating that this was a critical issue in relation to the co-funded measures. 
Mr. Kieran Duffy (Dept of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources) informed the meeting that he was conscious of the certification issues in relation to the E-Commerce and Communications Measure and reported that the Department would ensure that certification would follow as soon as possible after expenditure. 
Mr. Bernard O’Shea (Dept of Arts, Sport & Tourism) informed the meeting of the monies which were earmarked at the start of the programme for recreation and sports facilities. Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) queried the completion of the ongoing audit of sports facilities stating that the NSS was now adopted and pointed out the importance of providing recreation and sports facilities in the BMW region. 
Mr John Healy (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) referring to the update on the progress of the Ulster Canal under the Inland Waterways sub-measure reported that work had not yet commenced in this area. Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) informed the meeting of the Minister’s recent announcement stating that full support would be given to this area following the establishment of the Northern Ireland Executive. 
Mr. Kieran Moylan (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that Ms. Grainne Ni Uid (Enterprise Ireland) had sent apologies for her absence at the meeting but had submitted a written report.  This indicated that on the issue of claims versus spend under the Regional Innovation Strategies Measure, expenditure of €8.9m had been certified to December 2005 and a further €941,000 to the end of June 2006.  
Ms Deirdre Maloney (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) reported on the slow start under the Area Based Rural Development Initiative sub-measure but stated that the Department expects to claim in full the balance of funds in this area. Mr. Finn (Managing Authority) expressed his concerns with regard to the low level of claims to date and slow progress in this area. Ms. Maloney informed the meeting of the larger projects that were now coming on stream and stated that the Department does not envisage any N+2 issues going forward.  

A representative from the childcare section was unavailable to report on the follow up item under the Childcare Measure and apologies were received from the Department of Health & Children in this regard. 
Mr. Pat Casey (Department of Finance) reiterated his Department’s concerns on the delays in certification and stressed that more efforts should be made in this area.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referring to the meetings with the slow performing measures and the commitments made, pointed out that this was a critical issue for the remainder of the programme.   The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Connie Hanniffy, informed the meeting that it is imperative that progress in this area is accelerated to ensure that all money is drawn down.
4.
INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW BY GERRY FINN, DIRECTOR, 


BMW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) in presenting the end of year report to the Monitoring Committee stated that progress and expenditure had continued to increase. 
Progress under the Local Infrastructure priority is good with the exception of the Recreation and Sports Facilities sub-measure.  Expenditure levels have reached 70% of the revised OP forecast with a significant increase in the CSF expenditure.   The Local Enterprise Priority has also progressed reasonably reaching 67% of revised OP forecast.  However, the Tourism Measure is a cause for concern with expenditure levels significantly behind. After a slow start under the Agriculture and Rural Development Priority some progress has been made but expenditure levels of 36% is still very modest. Progress under the Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority is generally good with the exception of some of the non co-funded measures.  
Mr. Finn informed the meeting of the recent amendments to the Operational Programme and Programme Complement. Amendments to the Operational Programme text include the Farm Waste Management sub-measure and the Woodlands Improvement sub-measure which have been approved by the EU Commission. The revised Forestry Measure Financial Plan has also been agreed together with Programme Complement amendments incorporating revised performance indicators under the E-Commerce & Communications Measure.  
He also informed the meeting that the EU Commission has interrupted acceptance of the 2005 Annual Implementation report due to a number of queries raised and reported that a meeting has been arranged for later to discuss these issues with a view to reaching a satisfactory conclusion.
In relation to Horizontal Principles Mr. Finn expressed his disappointment that only the Environment Co-ordinating Committee had met prior to the Monitoring Committee meeting.  He stated that this was unsatisfactory as all of the committees should have met prior to this meeting in order to feed into the monitoring process.  Ms. Kathleen Connolly (Gender Equality Unit) agreed with these comments and referred to the paper circulated at the meeting on gender equality in this regard.  Mr. Pat Casey (Dept of Finance) shared the concerns raised and reported that it was his understanding that the Rural Development and Social Inclusion Co-ordinating Committee Meetings were scheduled for mid November. 
5.1
ANALYSIS OF UNDER PERFORMING CO-FINANCED MEASURES

Local Infrastructure Priority
Waste Management Measure 
Mr. Barry Lavin (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) informed the meeting of the delays encountered under the Waste Management Measure at the beginning of the NDP but reported that progress should escalate rapidly at the end of this year and into 2007.  Mr. Lavin outlined the current position with regard to the 18 projects approved under the measure and stated that 9 projects have been delayed due to planning issues, 6 were approved in January and are making good progress with drawdown due to commence in early 2007 and claims are in hand for the remaining 3 projects. 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) expressed his concerns with the low expenditure levels of 5% of forecast under the Waste Management Measure and pointed out that private sector funding in this area that was included in the original NDP Forecasts should be captured and reported.  The effect of its exclusion meant that it reduced the average percentage drawdown of the measure.  He furthermore stated that the Department should review the 18 projects on a project by project basis in order to ensure that drawdown will occur and report on this to the next Monitoring Committee meeting.  Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) referring to the many delays under the measure asked had the Department learned anything from the problems encountered. Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) pointed out that many changes had taken place in the waste management sector since 1999.  Mr. Barry Lavin (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) in response to the issues raised reported on the delays encountered in the planning process together with procurement issues and acknowledged that there was room for improvement in this area.  With regard to private sector funding he informed the meeting that he would bring this issue back to the Department and seek to determine the amount spent in this area.   
E Commerce and Communications Measure 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) expressed his concerns with the on going delays in the certification process under the E Commerce & Communications Measure and the possibility that money may have to be moved out of this measure in the future.   Mr. Kieran Duffy (Dept of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources) acknowledged these concerns and referring to the CSF expenditure levels of 58%, reported that outstanding claims under phase I of MANs are now coming through.  He reported that the bulk of expenditure is concentrated on phase II of the MANs programme and outlined the progress to date in this area stating that expenditure will accelerate rapidly during the second half of 2006 and throughout 2007.
Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) informed the meeting that he was encouraged by the increase of CSF expenditure but stated that 58% still remains very low with no clear picture of the cause. In relation to broadband availability and take-up he reported that the Ireland was below the EU average and asked what were the lessons learned from the Irish broadband experience.  Mr. Kieran Duffy in response to the issues raised informed the meeting of the delays encountered with procurement and design but reported that Ireland’s broadband take-up was now growing at a fast pace and outlined the progress to date in this regard.
Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) referring to the success stories of wireless technology in other countries like France and Scotland asked had the Department examined the installation of wireless broadband on a wider scale in Ireland.  Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) highlighted the importance of the delivery of broadband to rural communities and asked if the 3rd call under the County and Group Broad Band Scheme was imminent.  Mr. Jim Stone (Midland Regional Authority) referring to the infrastructure currently in place under the MANs programme stated that the connection cost prohibited take-up of the service because it was too expensive.

Mr. Kieran Duffy (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) outlined the progress to date of wireless broadband installation and reported on the delays encountered with the 3rd call under the County and Group Broad Band Scheme.  With regard to the prohibited cost of access to MANs he informed the meeting that larger companies were the first users of MANs but reported that in time others will use the networks and stated that this was a long term investment.
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that the Managing Authority hoped to meet the Department again to discuss the issue of including the roll out of broadband in the new Operational Programme.  Higher PC penetration and stronger demand in relation to the availability and take-up of broadband in Ireland would also be discussed.  He also referred to the need for more widespread broadband availability in the BMW Region with further initiatives to create awareness and stimulate demand. The current regulatory system and the role of ComReg were also discussed and Mr. Finn informed the meeting of the new Bill being prepared by the Department of Communications to increase the powers of the regulator – Comreg.
Local Enterprise Priority
Tourism Measure 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referred to the expenditure and drawdown estimates on a project by project basis that had been included as an annex to the tourism progress report.  He reported that this measure was continuously being monitored due to the delays in expenditure and certification.  Mr. Gordon Gaffney (Failte Ireland) acknowledged the slow start of the Tourism Measure but stated that the Department was confident that forecast expenditure levels would be met.  Mr. Gaffney reported on the progress to date under the measure and the delays encountered due to the nature of the projects.  He also outlined the anticipated drawdown schedule under the measure and informed the meeting that significant drawdown will occur in the final part of 2006 and early 2007.  Mr. Finn stated that this measure would have to be kept under review in order to avoid N+2 difficulties arising.

Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) welcomed the increased rate of activity under the Tourism Measure but pointed out that the performance indicators still showed poor out-turns.  He informed the meeting of the need for greater focus in this area and stated that failure to achieve targets would result in loss of structural funds.  Mr. Pat Casey (Dept of Finance) referred to the ambitious targets set under the measure as a cause for concern and asked were there any contingency plans in place if there were problems in meeting these targets.   Mr. Gordon Gaffney (Failte Ireland) reported that the targets set were genuine and realistic and stated that Failte Ireland was confident that they would be met.  He informed the meeting that the Tourism Measure was end loaded with the bulk of drawdown happening towards the end of the programme and he also reported on the progress of the Lough Key Forest Park Project in this regard.  
Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) referred to the significant delays encountered under the Tourism Measure from the start of the NDP and asked what lessons have been learned in this regard.   Mr. Jim Stone (Midland Regional Authority) asked if a response had been received to the monitoring committee recommendation for a reduction in the upper limit of the visitor’s numbers criteria.   Mr. Gordon Gaffney (Failte Ireland) reported that the visitor’s numbers criteria of 100,000 was being maintained but acknowledged that there were lessons to be learnt in this regard.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) suggested that this issue should be looked at under the new NDP due to the difficulties encountered by most applicants in meeting the upper limit.  
Regional Innovation Strategies Measure 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referred to the update provided by Enterprise Ireland and reported on the delays encountered with the Letterkenny Incubation Centre and the planned discussions with Enterprise Ireland in this regard. 
Forestry Measure

Mr. Eoin Mac Guill (Dept of Agriculture & Food) acknowledged the under performance of the Forestry Measure due to uncertainty in the sector but reported that the Department was confident that total spend under the measure would reach the revised expenditure targets over the remainder of the programme.  Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) informed the meeting that the recent request to the EU Commission to move money under the forestry measure was currently going through the inter-services consultation process.  
Aquaculture Development Programme
Ms. Kathleen Magennis (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) reported that the aquaculture scheme was demand led. Project works were weather dependent and are generally undertaken in the late spring/summer.  It was expected that the bulk of expenditure will be paid out in the last two months of the year with a full commitment given by the Department to meet the targets set.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) suggested a further call would be needed under the Aquaculture Programme if all monies were to be committed and Ms. Magennis stated that she would bring this issue back to the Department for consideration. 
Agriculture and Rural Development Priority 
Farm Waste Management Sub-Measure 
Mr. Eoin Mac Guill (Dept of Agriculture & Food) referred to the well documented underperformance of the farm waste management scheme but reported that this scheme is now outperforming other measures following the introduction of the increased grant rates and the enforcement of the National Action Plan under the Nitrates Directive.  He informed the meeting that the Department was confident that the expenditure targets would be met.  

Area Based Rural Development Initiative Sub-Measure

Ms Deirdre Maloney (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) reported that the Department was confident that expenditure commitments on this measure would be achieved.  
Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority 

Childcare Measure 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that progress was considered satisfactory under the Childcare Measure 

5.2
PROGRESS REPORTS BY PRIORITY 

Local Infrastructure Priority 
E Commerce & Communications Measure 
Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) referred to the limited time period of twelve months for drawdown under the County and Group Broadband Schemes.  He informed the meeting of the difficulties encountered by some applicants in meeting this deadline and asked would the Department consider extending the period during which projects must be completed.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that this issue would be raised with the Department. 
Habitat Protection & Conservation and Heritage Conservation sub-measures
Mr. David Harbourne (Dept of Environment, Heritage & Local Government) reported that after various delays, the Habitats Ballycroy Centre should see works start in November but the Clara Bog Centre will not start until the New Year.  The compensation and purchase element is showing good progress due to partnership agreements and advancements in the designations process.  Mr. Harbourne gave the reasons why the non-cofinanced Heritage submeasure expenditure was less than original allocations.  However, work on the submeasure is progressing well, with many of the identified projects underway and completed.
Technical Assistance Measure 
Mr. Kieran Moylan (Managing Authority) informed the meeting that the Managing Authority was still in discussions with the EU Commission regarding the clarification of administration costs under the Micro-Enterprise and Childcare Measures, the outcome of which would determine the level of expenditure under the Technical Assistance Measure.  Mr. Noel Farrell (EU Commission) reported that a reply from the Commission would be provided in two weeks.   
Local Enterprise Priority 
Tourism & Recreational Angling and Marine Tourism sub-measures 

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) reported on the poor performance of the Tourism & Recreational Angling and Marine Tourism sub-measures.  He informed the meeting that both of these sub-measures were effectively suspended by the Department.  Ms Kathleen Magennis (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) reported that it was unlikely that any funds would be allocated in this area for the remainder of the programme.  

Mr. Jim Mc Govern (West Regional Authority) asked if consultants had been re-engaged for Part 2 of the Inland Fisheries Review and Ms. Kathleen Magennis (Dept of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources) stated that she would follow up on this issue and revert back.  
Micro-enterprise Measure 

Mr. Fergus Clarke (Dept of Enterprise, Trade & Employment) outlined the expenditure levels of the Micro-enterprise Measure and informed the meeting that this measure was performing well.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) reported on the launch of the special enterprise scheme for the islands which is being administered by the CEBs on behalf of the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs. 
Forestry Measure 

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) sought details of the ban on clear felling in peat upland areas under the Forestry Measure and Mr. Eoin Mac Guill (Dept of Agriculture & Food) informed the meeting that this ban had been insisted on by the EU Commission. 
Fishery Harbours, Gaeltacht/Islands Harbours Infrastructure Measure 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) reported on the additional funding received from the Productive Sector OP which needed extra exchequer co-financing as exchequer matching.  The Killybeggs Harbour provided this match funding and the decision received from the Commission that the Killybeggs Harbour Development is not regarded as a major project and therefore does not have to go through the relevant procedure for major projects, would considerably facilitate this process. 

Agriculture and Rural Development Priority
Alternative Enterprises Measure 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) referring to the low spend under the Organic Sector sub-measure queried the suitability of the scheme for promoters due to the low take-up.  Mr. Eoin Mac Guill (Dept of Agriculture & Food) in response informed the meeting that the alternative enterprise schemes were demand led. He reported on the increased interest in buying organic food and pointed out that there would be pick-up in this area before the end of the programme.
General Rural Development Measure 

Ms. Geraldine McLoughlin (Western Development Commission) reported on the good progress under the Western Investment Fund.  She informed the meeting that the level of applications continues to increase and pointed out that state aid approval has been extended to 2008. 
Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority

Equality for Women Measure 

Mr Tony Flynn (Dept of Justice, Equality & Law Reform) reported on the new phase of the Equality for Women Measure advertised recently and also informed the meeting that phase II of the measure had been extended for a further three months.
Youth Services Measure 

Mr. Paul Doyle (Dept of Education & Science) informed the meeting that the Youth Services Grant Scheme, Special Projects for Disadvantaged Youth and the Youth Information Centres sub-measures were performing well.  He reported on the 25 new posts agreed with the VECs to carry out a full analysis of youth requirements and provide three year plans.   He also reported that an Assessor of Youth Work had now been appointed.   
Local Development Measure 
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) complemented the Department on the progress report for the Local Development Measure.  He stated that this report was a good model with statistics and examples of projects provided.  He queried the difficulties encountered with the local development cohesion process and asked had these issues been resolved.  Mr. John Healy (Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs) informed the meeting that the national coverage of the LDSIP is proceeding. 
Mr. Stephen Hanna (Office for Social Inclusion) reported on the strong social inclusion focus of many of the measures.  He informed the meeting that the majority of progress reports were satisfactory in this regard but pointed out that some measures had made no reference to social inclusion. 
The Progress Report of the BMW Regional Operational Programme was APPROVED and AGREED by all. 
6.
CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS FROM THE NDP/CSF CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEES
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) pointed out that only the Environment Co-ordinating Committee meeting report was available for circulation together with a summary report on the implementation of gender equality commitments in the NDP.    

Mr. Brian Darcy (Equality Authority) recommended that the Managing Authority ensure that the Equality and Social Inclusion Spring Co-ordinating Committee Report be taken into to account for the next NDP.  Mr. Finn stated that this was a separate issue but agreed to pass on the recommendation.  Mr. Tony Flynn (Dept Justice, Equality & Law Reform) apologised on behalf of the Department for the delay in providing a social inclusion horizontal principle report and informed the committee that this co-ordinating committee would be meeting in mid November. 

Ms. Kathleen Connolly (Gender Equality Unit) reported on the paper circulated at the meeting on gender equality.  She informed the meeting of the on-going discussion with Measure Managers in relation to the six prioritised measures under the gender equality horizontal principle.  Ms. Connolly outlined the progress to date in this area and pointed out the measures that were in need of improvement in this regard. 
7.
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL ISSUES
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) outlined the importance of financial management and control and informed the meeting of the series of seminars which were held with the final beneficiary to ensure that all authorities understood their obligation and the audit trail and eligibility regulations.  He reported on the additional resources that have been put in place to allow BMW staff provide on-site assistance and guidance to local authorities and other agencies to deal with issues arising.  Mr. Finn informed the meeting that financial management and control was a critical area and pointed out the importance of ensuring that all procedures were in place prior to EU auditing.  

Mr. Michael McCauley (Managing Authority) reported on the financial management and control information seminars that were held throughout the region in September and October 2006 which targeted local authorities.  He informed the meeting that a further seminar was scheduled for November to cover the County Enterprise Boards.  Mr. McCauley stated that the guidance to implementing bodies and final beneficiaries would focus on reporting and eligibility guidelines together with closure issues. 
In relation to rectifications and modifications of financial tables Mr. McCauley informed the meeting that version ten of the 31 column tables were now in place.  He reported on the annual audit programme and verification audits and outlined the progress to date in this area together with the certification process and irregularity reporting. The N+2 requirement in respect of ERDF, ESF, FIFG and EAGGF was met in respect of 2005 and it is expected that 2006 requirement will also be met.  
The Article 4 pre-closure checks commenced in 2005 and concentrated on local authorities which were found to be in the greatest need of support. All local authorities in the region received an initial visit and a further round of follow-on-checks has re-commenced which will be completed by early next year.  
Mr. Alain Roggeri (EU Commission) expressed his concerns that three were no audit checks by the ERDF Financial Control Unit for the years 2003, 2004 and 2005 and highlighted the need for a more even audit coverage spread in this regard. Mr. Pat Casey (Dept of Finance) ensured the meeting that plans were now in place to address the backlog of audit issues and Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the Managing Authority would ensure that the audit coverage would be met, but stressed that the Article 10 control checks were carried out by the ERDF Financial Control Unit which was independent of the Managing Authority. 
Mr. Noel Tallon (Dept of Finance) pointed out that the 31 column financial tables could be enhanced by providing summary tables and Mr. Finn stated that this issue will be looked at with a view to providing additional financial graphs. 
8.
UPDATE ON NATIONAL STRATEGIC REFERENCE FRAMEWORK 

Mr. Pat Casey (Dept of Finance) gave a presentation on the National Strategic Reference Framework and NDP 2007-2013. His presentation included:-
· Commission Priority Strands and Requirements
· EU Financial Perspectives 2007-2013

· NSRF - Structure, Timetable and Consultation Process 
· NDP 2007 – 2013 Programme
The three priority strands for 2007-2013 include Convergence (objective 1), Regional Competitiveness & Employment (objective 2) and Territorial Co-operation (objective 3).  Ireland no longer qualifies under objective 1 which includes the bulk of the structural funds but will qualify for transitional phasing in support under the Competitiveness & Employment strand.  Under the next round of structural funds there will be three Operational Programmes which will include 2 Regional OP’s funded by ERDF.  The Commission requires member states to prepare a National Strategic Reference Framework to identify their own key priorities and set out a strategy for the allocation of structural funds.  Regulations have now been approved by ECOFIN with the CSGs approved on October 6th 2006. 
Mr. Casey outlined the current position under the EU Financial Perspectives.  He informed the meeting that the total allocation for Ireland under Objective 2 will be €0.9bn over the 2007– 2013 period with €458 million allocated to the BMW Region. Mr. Casey reported that the BMW OP will be frontloaded in the early years with 79% of funding to be committed in the first 3 years.  The timetable includes submission of the NSRF and Operational Programme to the Commission by March 2007.  In relation to the consultation process, the Department has been in pre-publication consultation with the Commission, Departments, Regional Bodies, Managing Authorities and Social Partners.   He informed the meeting that the NDP 2007-2013 includes a wide range of infrastructure investment which is necessary to maintain competitiveness.  The plan will focus on priorities for investment in public economic and social infrastructure but the key focus will be delivery of the objectives of the NSS.
Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) reported on the preparation of the BMW Regional OP 2007-2013 and informed the members of the progress to date in this area.  He pointed out that the level of funding available from the EU under the new programme was significant less than the current programme and reported on the focus of the new programme in this regard.  The main issues are: (a) frontloading of the programme to include 79% commitment in the first 3 years (b) alignment and coherence of the programme with the exchequer funded NDP (c) over 75% of national allocation to be earmarked for measures supporting Lisbon objectives (d) identification of priorities.  Mr. Finn reported on the series of discussions held with the relevant Departments and informed the meeting of the need to re-commence these discussions with a view to moving the finalisation of the OP forward. 

The broad strategy of the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013 has been endorsed by the assembly members.  Subject to completion of the ex ante evaluation and strategic environmental assessment the final plan will be available for approval by the end of 2006. A Government decision will then be made with submission to the EU Commission to follow thereafter. 
Mr. Alain Roggeri (EU Commission) stated that he wished to offer some advice and guidance to the Managing Authority on the new OP.  He pointed out the need to place more focus on the measures enhancing competitiveness including enterprise and support systems for innovation.  He expressed his concerns with regard to the absorption capacity of the Institutes of Technology. In relation to the co-ordination mechanism of the OP and the NDP Mr. Roggeri highlighted the challenges involved in implementing the new programme and pointed out that more attention should be given to the planning of the programme to ensure coherence with  other  OP’s and the Rural Development Programme and also avoid duplication.  On the management side Mr. Roggeri informed the meeting that there was room for improvement with lessons to be learned in relation to audit systems and more timely certification.  He also stated that there should be room for wider debate in the monitoring committee with broader participation from different sectors to include more partners particularly from the private sector.   
Mr. Finn (Managing Authority) thanked Mr. Roggeri for his comments and informed the meeting that the inclusion of priority investment areas in the new programme would be taken on board.  Mr. Finn reported on the series of meetings held with the relevant departments including representation at all levels to deal with the co-ordination issues.  As the new programme is simplified with fewer measures and a lower level of funding, the Managing Authority can focus more on preparation and implementation in this regard.  Mr. Finn also pointed out that the social partners were well represented on all Monitoring Committees but mechanisms for engaging them more actively needed to be found. 
Mr. Finn (Managing Authority) thanked the Monitoring Committee for their contribution and the staff of the Regional Assembly for their work in preparing for the meeting.  The Chairperson endorsed these comments. 
The foregoing minutes are confirmed

_____________________________

    _____________________________
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_____________________________
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BMW REGIONAL OP - ISSUES REQUIRING FOLLOW UP FROM THE MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 23rd OCTOBER 2006
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	Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

	Gap in the certification process under the Childcare Measure was queried by the Department of Finance
	Office of the Minister for Children, Department of Health & Children

	E Commerce & Communications Measure - consideration of extension of time period for completion of projects under the County & Group Broadband Schemes
	Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources

	Details of a further call for proposals under the Aquaculture Measure 
	Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources

	Query raised under TRAM -  Have consultants been re-engaged for Part 2 of the Inland Fisheries Review 
	Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources 


	Recreation and Sports Facilities Sub-Measure – update on the audit of sports facilities 
	Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism 

	Waste Management Measure – reporting of private sector investment under the NDP 
	Department  of Environment, Heritage & Local Government 


PAGE  
16

