MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN

REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

MONITORING COMMITTEE

Held In The 

Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly Chamber, Ballaghaderreen.

On April 24th 2002

	


ATTENDANCE:  (See attached)

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME:

The Chairman, Councillor Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) opened the meeting and welcomed all present, including the three representatives of the E.U. Commission and in particular Mr. José Palma Andres, Director DG Regio.

The Chairman then invited Mr. Palma Andres to address the meeting.

Mr. Palma Andres (E.U. Commission) stated that the EU Commission was generally satisfied with the implementation of the Regional Operational Programme. He referred to the importance of partnership in the implementation of the Programme and wished the Monitoring Committee well.

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Agenda was ADOPTED subject to the withdrawal of Item 6 which Mr. Gerry Finn, (Managing Authority) stated would be circulated to all members in the near future by Written Procedure.

2. MINUTES OF SECOND MEETING OF THE MONITORING COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the second meeting of the Monitoring Committee held on October 26th, 2001 were ADOPTED on the 

PROPOSAL of Ms. Kathleen Quinn, which was

SECONDED by Mr. Jim McGovern

There were no matters arising.

3. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE BMW REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME

Mr. Gerry Finn, (Managing Authority) firstly welcomed all members to the first Operational Programme Monitoring Committee meeting to be held in the recently developed BMW Assembly Chamber. Mr. Finn stated that this was the first time that the material for the Monitoring Committee was made available on the BMW Regional Assembly website and he acknowledged that some members may have experienced difficulty in accessing the material as there were some initial 'teething problems'. He encouraged all members to use the website and that a member of Staff would be in contact with them in the near future to discuss any problems which they encountered accessing the material for the meeting.

Mr. Finn introduced the Progress Report by giving a broad overview of the implementation of the Operational Programme to date. Overall spending in the programme was good with Cumulative Expenditure to the end of 2001 at €531 m - 56% of OP Forecast. Delays had been experienced by the some Implementing Departments due to problems with State Aid approval, Foot & Mouth and the September 11th attack, but these the Director stated had been in most cases resolved and he hoped to see a speedy recovery.

Referring to the Local Infrastructure Priority Mr. Finn stated that progress had been good in most of the Measures. The Waste Management Measure had experienced delays in commencing but with all Regional Waste Management Plans now in place, expenditure under this measure could now proceed. The E Commerce Measure also had experienced some difficulties due to the fall off in the private sector investment.

In the Local Enterprise Development Priority difficulties had been experienced nationally with lower levels of job creation and the Tourism Measure had only recently been launched. Mr. Finn informed the meeting that the Assembly had applied under Article 6 of the ESF for funding for the Local Employment Strategy and Innovation Measure.

The Agriculture and Rural Development priority had experienced huge problems due to the Foot & Mouth crisis.

While the Social Inclusion and Childcare Priority had progressed well, delays were being been experienced in relation to the completion of childcare projects at the local level.

Mr. Finn stated that the Assembly had established a Finance Unit which will be fulfilling the Assembly's obligations as Managing Authority. Copies of all Regulations have been circulated to all Departments and at present the process of appointing an External Auditor to carry out the audit of systems and procedures is ongoing. The 5% audits are being carried out by the relevant Financial Control Units. The first claim for ERDF recoupment has been submitted to the EU by the Paying Authority.

Referring to Publicity and Information Mr. Finn told the meeting that the B.M.W. Operational Programme gets good national and local coverage and that as part of the Operational Programmes implementation, the Assembly are tracking all local and Operational Regional publicity.

Finally Mr. Finn informed the meeting that problem had arisen in regards to the recoupment of funds by the Regional Authorities and that together with the Department of Finance and the Department of Environment and Local Government they are hoping to address this problem.

Mr. Brian Humphreys (Dept. of Finance) reminded the meeting that we are presently moving towards the end of the first round for the N+2 Rule for the 2000 Commitment. Due to the inclusion of the initial 7% advance which was given by the Commission on the commencement of the programme the programme would meet its 2000 commitment, but this advance would not occur again and he stressed that all Departments must ensure that all future N+2 commitments are met. 

With regard to Departments who were experiencing problems with State Aids Mr. Humphreys asked if all State Aids approvals had been received. Finally Mr. Humphreys stated that it was essential that all Implementing Bodies ensure that they have installed and use the NDP/CSF I.T. system.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) replied by stating that the outstanding State Aids issues were being resolved.

Ms. Orlaigh Quinn (EU Commission) told the meeting that the Action Plan on Social Exclusion had been launched and that the Commission would be forwarding details of it in the near future.

Mr.T.J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) complimented the Assembly on the development of their web-based access for Monitoring Committee material and also on presenting their Reports as required by the Department of Finance and asked that all Departments should maintain the quality of reporting. He also stressed that with the onset of the Mid-Term review it is important that Key Effectiveness Indicators are continually monitored. 

Mr. David Hegarty ( NDP/CSF  Evaluations Unit) indicated that on the Summary Indicator Tables, it would be extremely useful to show the Mid Term Target (2003) along with the final target (2006). He also stated that the reporting on the Indicators was not consistent across the Programme and that it would be very important to improve this for the mid-term review. In conclusion he noted that many measures had presently surpassed their targets and that these Measures should reset the targets to be met.

Mr. Sean Regan (COMHAR) noted the poor quality of reporting on the Horizontal Issues and queried if there was a possibility of introducing sanctions to make sure that all reports refer to the Horizontal Issues. Mr. Regan also stated that there was a lack of targets on rural issues and that this needed to be addressed.

Ms. Alva O'Cleirigh (NDP/CSF Information Unit) referring to the Publicity and Information Report stated that it was very important that all Implementing Bodies comply with the regulations on Publicity and Information in particular with relation to signage. She told the meeting that the NDP/CSF Information Unit proposed holding a meeting with all Implementing Bodies to discuss these issues over the coming weeks.

Mr. Joe Buckley (EU Commission) stressed the importance of indicators, in particular their importance with regard to the Mid-term Review.

The Chairman, Councillor Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) then asked the meeting to move onto the individual Measure Reports.

Non-National Roads Measure

Mr. Denis McDonald (Dept. of the Environment & Local Government) reported that they had exceeded their targets for 2001 and that the Non-National Roads Measure now also took account of expenditure on Gaeltacht Roads. Presently there is an ongoing evaluation of all roads investments under the NDP, being carried out.

Rural Water Measure

Mr. Jim Ganly (Dept. of the Environment & Local Government) reported that due to some delays there had been an under spend in 2000 while in 2001 the rate of expenditure had increased. He also stated that the Department of the Environment & Local Government were working within the 50% non-domestic usage requirement for EU co-funded projects.

Waste Management Measure

Mr. Jim Ganly (Dept. of the Environment & Local Government) informed the meeting that the Waste Management Programme was launched in March and that expenditure would be expected for the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2001.  Mr. Joe Buckley (EU Commission) requested details of applications being processed. Mr. Ganly (Dept. of the Environment & Local Government) agreed to provide this.

Urban & Village Renewal Measure

Ms. Mary McKenna (Dept. of the Environment & Local Government) reported that 2001 was the first full year of the scheme and that it is hoped that expenditure within this measure would increase over the next few months

E-Commerce and Communications Measure

Mr. Kevin O'Brien (Dept. of Public Enterprise) reported that the Measure did not commence until late 2001 due not only to Foot & Mouth but also to the International downturn in telecommunications. A second call for proposals was launched last summer and 19 Local Authority-led projects were approved.

Mr. Gerry Finn (Director Managing Authority) requested that the Dept. of Public Enterprise supply the Managing Authority with details of the all initiatives in relation to E-Commerce and broadband development. This was agreed by Mr. O'Brien.

Ms. Ann Mc Geeney (Combat Poverty Agency) asked if any proposals been received regarding North South linkages. Mr O'Brien told the meeting that the ESB were hoping to extend across the Border and that they would be seeking INTERREG funding regarding the North South link.

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) asked why the Department of Public Enterprise preferred Metro rings rather than regional rings. He also asked when the next round of proposals would be received. Mr. O'Brien stated that it would be some months before this would happen. Regarding the Metro Rings Mr. O'Brien stated that the focus for funds would be on the Metro Rings due to the value for money factor.  

Seaports Measure

Mr. Brendan Buckley (Dept. of the Marine & Natural Resources) told the meeting that a €1m investment in the Westport project had been announced in February of this year. Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) asked Mr. Buckley for the date when the remaining funding allocations under the Seaports Measure would be announced. Mr. Buckley agreed to clarify this.

Regional Airports Measure

Mr. John Brown (Dept. of Public Enterprise) stated that the Regional Airports Measure had been slow to commence but the assessment of the projects had now been completed and a large acceleration in spending was expected in the coming months.

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) noted that under North South co-operation heading of the project report it was stated that this was not applicable and asked if it was possible to look into Donegal and Sligo Airports in relation to possible North South Co-operation. Mr. Brown confirmed that there was no North/South cooperation dimension at any of the regional airports within the State.  However, he mentioned that the Exchequer provided financial support under EU rules for a PSO regional air service linking Derry to Dublin Airport, operated by the Scottish carrier, Loganair.  The Department had also earmarked around €700,000 in the current year under the Peace and Reconciliation Programme to assist the extension of the runway at Derry Airport.

Mr. T.J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) asked about the type of activities, which were to be funded under this Measure. Mr. Brown stated that Security and Safety were the priority under the current round of funding  as under EU Requirements 100% of holding baggage now has to be screened.

Mr. Jim McGovern (West Regional Authority) stressed that due to the small amount of funding involved in this Measure it is important that full funding allocations should be made.

Mr David Hegarty (CSF Evaluation Unit) stated that the some of the Indicators under the Measure had already been surpassed and that these indicators should be revised.

Culture, Recreation and Sports Measure

Mr. Terry Dunne (Dept. of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) reported that the Arts sub-measure was on going and that the Courthouse Arts Centre in Carrick-on-Shannon was one of the projects, approved.

Mr. Joe Timbs (Dept. of Tourism, Sport & Recreation) stated that spending in the recreation & Sports Sub-Measure had been delayed due the delay in the launch of the National Spatial Strategy.  Mr. Dara Calleary (Chamber Commerce Ireland) asked when the National Spatial Strategy would be published.  Mr. Jim Ganly (Dept. of the Environment & Local Government) stated that it was his understanding that the National Spatial Strategy would be published following the General Election.

Mr. Terry Dunne (Dept. of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) reported that the Habitat sub-Measure was at the initial stages, in relation to Mayo National Park and Clara Bog Centre and the Heritage sub-measure was on target.

Mr. Dunne also stated that the Inland Waterways measure was ongoing and that the feasibility study report on the Ulster Canal was being examined. Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) asked if the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands could ensure the speedy commencement of the Ulster Canal project. Dr Anne Marie McGauran (NDP Gender Equality Unit) requested a gender breakdown of the data in line with the commitment made in the programme complement to provide this.  In reply Mr Dunne told the meeting that the Dept would gather the gender disaggregated data in June. Dr. Anne-Marie McGauran (NDP Gender Equality Unit) asked for a gender breakdown of data on male/female usage of Cultural Collecting Institutions, as committed to in the programme complement.  The Department replied that a committee of those working on the NDP has been established within the Department and that one of the issues which will be looked at by this committee is gender disaggregation of indicators.
Mr. T.J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) stated that the Report in future should give details of north/south links. He also asked all Departments to try to address problems regarding the Horizontal Issues. This was supported by Ms. Orlaigh Quinn (EU Commission).

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) asked why the uptake on SAC's had been so low. Mr. Dunne stated that individual notifications had to be given to all sixteen thousand land owners and discussions were presently ongoing with the farming organisations regarding this issue.

Mr. Tony Ferguson (Chairperson) asked if there were any proposals to digitalise the 1901 census and place it on the World Wide Web. Mr. Dunne said he would take this back to his Department.

Technical Assistance Measure

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated a difficulty had arisen with regards to the recoupment of Regional Authority claims but that discussions regarding this were ongoing with the Dept. of Finance & the Dept. of the Environment and the Regional Authorities.

Tourism Measure

Mr. Joe Timbs (Dept. Tourism, Sports & Recreation) reported that State Aid clearance had been received in Nov 2001 and that the Tourism Schemes had been launched in January of this year and proposals had been called for. The closing date for preliminary applications had been 26th March 2002 and to date preliminary figures showed that there had been over 270 applications nation-wide with 160 of these coming from the BMW Region. Bord Failte was now at the assessment phase of the scheme. 

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) asked if there was any initial information available regarding projects where the 100,000 visitor target would apply and also queried why there was no reference to cross border clusters in the launch documentation.  Mr. Joe Timbs, Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation stated that project information of the type sought was not available as yet.  In relation to cross-border clusters, he indicated that it had been clearly stated at the previous Monitoring Committee Meeting that the southern based elements of such clusters would be eligible to apply for grant aid.

Mr. Brendan Buckley (Dept. of the Marine & Natural Resources) stated that the Tourism and Recreational Angling sub measure, had received State Aid Approval in Nov 2001 and the scheme had since been launched and it is hoped that it will be advertised in the near future. He also stated that the Marine Tourism sub- Measure had been advertised in Dec 2001.  Mr. T. J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) asked if there would be funding for Cross Boarder action and suggested that a presentation could be made at the next meeting regarding PEACE and INTERREG.

Microenterprise Measure

Mr. Tomas Sheehan (Dept. of Enterprise, Trade & Employment) stated that some of the percentage  expenditure figures within the report had been incorrect and that he would be forwarding a revised set of figures. The measure he reported was on target regarding job creation.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Director Managing Authority) stated that additional Indicators on this measure would be required for the Annual Implementation Report.

Regional Innovation Strategies

Mr. Tomas Sheehan (Dept. of Enterprise, Trade & Employment) reported that spending under Regional Innovation had initially been slow but that 3 Institutes within the Region had been committed funding and that negotiations were ongoing with another 3 Institutes.

Forestry Measure

Mr. Gerry Cody (Forest Service, Department of the Marine and Natural Resources) reported that the forestry measure had progressed well. The Harvesting measure has been suspended and proposals for a new scheme are at present with the Minister for consideration.

Regarding issues of damage to Roads for timber extraction which were raised at the last BMW Operational Programme Monitoring Meeting, Mr. Cody stated that a meeting had taken place with the Dept of the Environment & Local Government and that talks were ongoing with the various sectors to draw up a set of guidelines for timber haulage. He also noted that Coillte had been allocated €0. 5m for these roads under the CLAR Programme.

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) welcomed the comments on Forestry Roads but asked if there were plans to introduce a Bond for harvest extractors or penalties for those who did not meet with the Guidelines.

Mr. Denis Mc Donald (Dept. Environment & Local Government) stated that he had attended the meetings regarding this issue and reported that one category of the Co Financed Roads measure dealt with access to Forestry and that the DOE would be encouraging all Local Authorities to avail of this funding.

Fishery Harbours, Gaeltacht/ Island Harbours Measure

Mr. Brendan Buckley (Dept. Marine & Natural Resources) reported that the Minister is expected to announce before the end of May next the 2002 allocations under  the Fishery Harbours Improvement Scheme, while the contract for the Killybegs Scheme in Co. Donegal had been signed earlier in the year. 

Aquaculture Measure

Mr. Brendan Buckley (Dept. of the Marine & Natural Resources) reported that 11 commercial projects had commenced in the BMW Region in the Aquaculture Measure and that a list of these projects would be forwarded to the Assembly in the coming weeks. Mr. Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) referred to difficulties at Inver Bay and at Clew Bay. Mr. Buckley agreed to look into the issue.

Agriculture & Rural Development Priority

In the Agriculture & Rural Development Priority, Ms. Teresa Ryan (Dept. Agriculture, Food & Rural Development) gave an overview of the Priority Measure by Measure. She stated that during 2001, the Foot & Mouth crisis had delayed many of the Agriculture Measures but that most of them were now commenced. 

Mr. Brian Oxley (ICMSA) commented that the spend on all of the Agriculture & Rural Development Measures had been extremely slow and that the paperwork involved in many of the schemes was laborious and time-consuming. He also stated that adequate funding must be provided to meet the requirement of the new environmental directives.

Mr. Brian Humphreys (Dept. of Finance) accepted that there was a lot of paperwork involved, but explained that this was necessary in order to properly account for all spending on the schemes Mr. Humphreys also noted that as we were coming to the end of the first period for the N+2 Rule, he asked if the Dept of Agriculture had discussed with the EU the option of  'stopping the clock' for the N+2 Rule by taking into consideration the Foot & Mouth crisis which had been experienced during 2001.

Ms. Ryan told the meeting that the Dept. of Agriculture had indeed approached the EU regarding this issue but that they had not been meet with a favourable response. Regarding the high level of bureaucracy, she stated that she would take the issue back to the Dept.

Mr. Tony Ferguson (Chairperson) also asked the Dept. of Agriculture to look at the whole issue regarding forms and making them more user friendly. He also stated that the statement in the report that there was no scope for North South co-operation in many of the Measures needs to be addressed.

MS. Ann Marie McGauran (Equality Monitoring Unit) welcomed the breakdown of Gender in the reporting but asked if the Dept could look at how the percentage of women involved in the agriculture industry could be increased.

Mr. T.J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) said he found it difficult to accept the report due to the lack of and quality of content.  He requested that the Dept adhere to the reporting requirements and give more details regarding the measures in future Reports. More information on performance indicators must also be included. Mr Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the indicator figures provided should be additional to the base line figures, and that in the light of the low uptake on some schemes, a rolling application process could be better than a fixed closing date.

Ms. Theresa Ryan (Dept. Agriculture, Food & Rural Development) stated that the co-financed Area based Rural Development Programme had been launched and indicated that good progress was being made under the Western Investment Fund. She also referred to studies been funded under the Rural Development Fund.

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) requested additional information in expenditure by Groups under the Area Based Rural Development initiative. He also requested a breakdown of funding provided under the Western Investment Fund. Ms. Ryan agreed to provide this. 

Then Ms. Ryan (Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Rural Development) outlined the level of progress under the Services to Agriculture Measure. Mr. Brian Oxley (ICMSA) stated that a higher number of families should be benefiting.

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the number of plans prepared was a Key Effectiveness indicator. Ms. Ryan agreed to provide all of the supplementary information requested.

Childcare Measures

Ms. Pauline Moreau (Dept. Justice, Equality and Law Reform) gave details of the Childcare Measures. She stated that there had been some minor concerns regarding State Aids but that this had not delayed the implementation of the schemes.

Mr. Brain Oxley (ICMSA) asked if funding was available for Children with Special needs. Ms. Moreau stated that it was available through pre-school care but that one to one assistance was an issue for the Dept. of Education and Science.

Dr. Ann Marie McGauran (Equality Monitoring Unit) asked if indicators could be developed regarding the number of parents benefiting. Ms. Moreau said that the Dept would look into it but that it may prove difficult due to the numbers involved.

Mr. Sean Regan (COMHAR) requested a breakdown of the funding which was directed towards rural areas other than merely on a county by county basis. Ms. Moreau stated that county-based data was available.  Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that under the pilot Social Indicators project, the issue of the location of Childcare establishments was being considered.

Ms. Orlaigh Quinn (EU Commission) requested that more detail be given by the Dept on the strategic focus of the county Childcare Committees.  Ms. Moreau replied that all County Committees had been given guidelines and that each committee had to develop a plan to focus on each County's individual needs.

Equality Measure

Mr. John Callaghan (Dept. Justice, Equality & Law Reform) gave details on the progress to date in the Equality Measure. He stated that it is hoped to launch a gender proofing scheme for the BMW Region over the coming months.

Community Development & Family Support Measure

In the Community Development and Family Support Measure Mr. Denis Galvin (Dept. Social Community & Family Affairs) reported that a new Family Support Agency had been established and that this agency would now be taking over the Family Services element of the Measure. He stated that there had been no expenditure in 2001 and that a gender breakdown will be provided from 2002 onwards.

Crime Prevention Measure

Mr. Martin Hickey (Dept. Justice, Equality & Law Reform) reported that the Crime Prevention Measure had commenced and that under the Prison Services Training sub -measure projects had commenced in Castlerea and Portlaoise (Midlands Prison).

Mr. Gerry Finn (Director Managing Authority) asked if the Dept intended to develop a tracking system to measure the effectiveness of the schemes. Mr. Hickey stated that the Dept had proposed to appoint an external evaluator to address this issue.

Mr. T.J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) noted that at the last Monitoring Meeting there had been reference to North South co-operation and asked if the Dept could outline actions which had been taken to identify these North South projects.

Mr. Hickey stated that North South projects were ongoing but that these were not being funded under the National Development Plan, but that he would take this point back to the Dept for clarification. Ms. Ann McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) referred to the consultation process with the Department of Social, Community & Family Affairs in relation to areas of common interest under the PEACE Programme.

Youth Services Measure

Mr. P.J. Breen (Dept. of Education & Science) reported that expenditure under the Youth Services Measure had been low with only one project in the BMW Region being funded, but he expected that expenditure would increase greatly in the coming period. He also stated that some of the figures in the report had been misplaced and stated that he would forward to the Managing Authority the correct figures in the coming week.

Mr Pat Forde (Community & Voluntary Pillar) welcomed the increase in the number of projects to be funded under the Special Projects for Disadvantaged Youth but he stressed that a delay was being experienced by many voluntary groups, as Garda Clearance was required before they could commence employment. With regard to the Young People's Facilities and Services Fund only one project in Galway had been funded and Mr. Forde requested that the  fund be highlighted to the VECs within the Region to avail of the funding.

Ms. Orlaigh Quinn (EU Commission) requested clarification regarding gender proofing in the Garda Youth Diversion Programme. Dr. Ann Marie McGauran (Equality Monitoring Unit) also asked for clarification on gender breakdown through out the Measure and noted that under the Youth Information Centres sub-measure this had been reported as gender neutral, which was incorrect and she requested that the Department of Education & Science ensure that data for this sub-measure be available.

Mr. Breen stated that the Dept of Education & Science was presently in the process of collecting data regarding gender proofing and that it is hoped to have this information available for the next Monitoring Meeting.

Local Development Measure

Mr. Joe Timbs (Dept. of Tourism, Recreation & Sport) reported that spending in the Local Development Measure was near target and that they expect to reach its full target by the end of this year.

This concluded the Progress Report and it was formally AGREED.

4. Proposals for rectification of the following co-financed Measure tables:

Rural Water

E-Commerce and Communications

Tourism (sub-measures 1,2 and 3)

Micro-enterprise (sub-measures 1 and 2)


Mr. Michael Mc Cauley (Managing Authority) gave details of the proposed financial adjustments to be made to the Rural Water, E- Commerce, Tourism and Microenterprise Measure Tables.

Mr. Brian Humphreys (Dept. of Finance) explained that it had never been intended that the private element of these Measures would be co financed. Mr. Humphreys stressed the importance of certification of payments as only one Interim Claim had been made to date. He also requested that Implementing Bodies provide estimates for eligible expenditure on co-financed measures for this year and next year by the end of April.

Mr. Sean Regan (COMHAR) stressed that the recent experience of privatisation of the E-commerce Measure and the failure of the private sector raised serious concerns for any future  privatiation such as that of the ESB fo rural areas. He asked if local Authorities will be charging for Broadband services. He also asked regarding the Tourism and Microenterprise Measures if it was intended to change the selection criteria for these Measures. Mr. O'Brien (Dept. of Public Enterprise) stated that the Local Authorities were constructing 'passive' networks which the private sector would run services on. Mr Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the selection criteria for these schemes would not be affected.

 The Item was AGREED on the
PROPOSAL of Mr. Jim Stone, which was 

SECONDED by Ms. Kathleen Quinn.

5. Presentation by Ms. Nuala Kerr, of the Special E.U. Programmes Body on North/South Co-operation


Ms. Nuala Kerr, of the Special E.U. Programmes Body gave a comprehensive presentation regarding North/South co-operation and the Common Chapter on behalf of Mr. John McKinney CEO SEUPB.  She stated that the Irish NDP and the Northern Ireland CSF had set out a framework for increased co-operation. Ms. Kerr went onto outline possible areas of north/south co-operation and gave examples. She stated that the chapter had implications for all involved in programme management. Finally, she stated that the Special EU Programmes Body was conducting research into the establishment of common measurement standards.

Mr. Matt Donnelly (Border Regional Authority) complimented Ms. Kerr on the presentation and stressed the importance of the common chapter for co-operation with Northern Ireland.

6. Consideration of revised Performance Indicators for the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme


This Item was withdrawn pending further consideration of the indicators.

7. Mid-term Evaluation Programme of the NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit



A copy of a paper on the Mid-term Evaluation of the Operational Programmes as prepared by the NDP/CSF Evaluation Unit was noted.

8. Reports from the NDP/CSF Co-ordinating Committees:

Equality and Social Inclusion

Rural Development

Environment










Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) told the meeting that once these Reports were approved, they would then go to the NDP/CSF Monitoring Meeting for adoption.

Mr. John Callaghan (Dept. Justice, Equality & Law Reform) outlined details of the Report from the Equality and Social Inclusion Co-ordinating Committee. He referred to the recommendation that consideration be given to the inclusion of a relevant focus on four named categories in the design of the mid-term review evaluation.  In relation to the issue of gender balance and the performance reserve, Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that it was his understanding that the performance reserve criteria had already been agreed. Ms. Orlaigh Quinn (EU Commission) stated that the EU has concerns regarding the horizontal issues and stressed the importance of the horizontal principles, particularly in relation to gender.

Mr. T.J. Fleming (Dept. of Finance) suggested that Department needed to take on board pratical methods through which objectives in relation to Indicators can be monitored.

Mr. Sean Regan (COMHAR) stated that the Rural Development Co-ordinating Committee did not appear to be as proactive as the others.

Subject to the comments, the Report was AGREED.

9. Report from Combat Poverty Agency on Social Inclusion Indicators



Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) outlined the background to the paper and referred to the decision at the previous meeting to identify possible indicators in the Regional OP, which would track Social Inclusion issues.

Ms. Ann McGeeney (Combat Poverty Agency) then gave details of the Report from the Combat Poverty Agency on Social Inclusion Indicators. Ms McGeeney commended the various Departments for their support and stated that they would continue to meet with the various Implementing Bodies regarding the Social Inclusion Indicators in advance of the Autumn Monitoring Committee Meeting.

Ms. Orlaigh Quinn (EU Commission) welcomed the Report and asked if data would be available for the Autumn Monitoring Meeting in relation to suggested amendments to the Programme Complements.

Mr. Gerry Finn (Director Managing Authority) replied that only the baseline and performance indicators would be available at that time.

The Paper was AGREED by the Monitoring Committee.

10. Consideration of additional indicators for the Aquaculture Measure

Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that FIFG-specific indicators were required for the Aquaculture Measure. He also stated that the Financial Management chart in the Programme Complement in respect of the Aquaculture Measure required correction.

This was APPROVED on the 
PROPOSAL of Mr. Jim McGovern, which was

SECONDED by Ms. Kathleen Quinn

11. Consideration of revised Programme Complement text for E-Commerce And Communications Measure








Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) stated that the revision arose from the inclusion of Local Authorities as final beneficiaries under the measure.

This was APPROVED on the

PROPOSAL of Mr. Jim McGovern which was
SECONDED by Mr. Jim Stone

12. Consideration of revised Programme Complement text in respect of 

Non-national Roads (Miscellaneous) sub-measure and Urban and Village Renewal Measure










Mr. Kieran Moylan (Managing Authority) stated that the text in the Programme Complement in respect of the Non-National Roads (Miscellaneous) sub-measure and the Urban & Village Renewal Measure required amendments to take account of additional projects in Gaeltacht Areas. This had been agreed with the Departments concerned.

This was APPROVED on the

PROPOSAL of Mr. Jim Stone which was 

SECONDED by Mr. Jim McGovern.

13. Committee Decision re: Annual Implementation Report





Mr. Gerry Finn (Managing Authority) reported that it is hoped to have a draft Annual Implementation Report prepared by the end of May and that it was proposed to seek approval via written procedure. 

This was AGREED.
14. Amendment to the Installation Aid Scheme

Ms. Theresa Ryan (Dept. Agriculture, Food & Rural Development) told the meeting that this amendment to the Installation Aid Scheme had only recently been approved by the EU. It is proposed to remove the upper limit of 150 Units in the Eligibility Requirements.

This was APPROVED on the

PROPOSAL of Mr. Matt Donnelly which was 

SECONDED by Ms. Kathleen Quinn.

The Chairman, Councillor Tony Ferguson (Managing Authority) thanked the Monitoring Committee for their contribution and thanked the staff of the Regional Assembly for the preparation for the meeting.   He stated that the next meeting would be possibly held in early October

This concluded the business of the meeting

The foregoing minutes are confirmed
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