Minutes of Meeting of the Operational Committee of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held in the Assembly Headquarters, Ballaghaderreen on Friday 23rd June 2006 at 12.30 p.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	BMW Regional Assembly

	
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan
	BMW Regional Assembly

	
	Mr. Mark Holohan
	Bord Gais

	
	Mr. Seamus Bree
	Enterprise Ireland

	
	Ms. Brid Moody 
	IDA  (rep. Frank Conlon)

	
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	Midland Regional Authority (Cathaoirleach)

	
	Mr. Tom Daly  
	HSE – North West Area

	
	Mr. Eamon Cusack
	Shannon Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. Mairtin O’Conghaile
	Udaras na Gaeltachta

	
	Mr. Larry McCluskey 
	Vocational Education Committee

	
	Cllr. Tom Costello 
	West Regional Authority (Cathaoirleach)

	
	Ms. Joan Mannion
	HSE Western Area (rep. Sean Conroy)

	
	Ms. Pauline White
	Western Development Commission

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Mr. Aidan O’Donnell
	An Post

	
	Cllr. Jacqui McConville
	Border Regional Authority (Cathaoirleach)

	
	Mr. Hubert Kearns
	Border Regional Authority (Designated Co. Manager)

	
	Mr. Matt Donnelly
	Border Regional Authority

	
	Mr. Rory Leahy
	Bus Eireann

	
	Mr. John O’Connor
	Central Fisheries Board 

	
	Mr. Denis Gallagher
	Coillte

	
	Mr. Frank Dawson
	County Development Board – Galway 

	
	Mr. John Coll
	County Development Board – Mayo 

	
	Mr. Adge King 
	County Development Board – Monaghan 

	
	Mr. Declan Breen 
	County Development Board – Sligo 

	
	Mr. Michael Tunney
	County Enterprise Board - Donegal

	
	Mr. John O Gorman 
	ESB 

	
	Mr. Pat Doherty
	East Regional Fisheries Board 

	
	Mr. Tony Barrett
	FAS 

	
	Mr. Ciaran O’Cathain
	Institutes of Technology

	
	Mr. Jim Reilly
	HSE Midlands Area

	
	Mr. Niall Sweeney
	Midland Regional Authority (Designated Co. Manager)

	
	Mr. Jim Stone
	Midland Regional Authority 

	
	Mr. Kevin Kidney
	Midlands – East Regional Tourism 

	
	Ms. Mary O’Riordan
	NUI, Galway

	
	Mr. Harold Lloyd
	Northern Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. Paul McLoone
	North West Regional Tourism Authority

	
	Mr. Vincent Roche
	North Western Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. John Tiernan
	Roscommon County Council

	
	Mr. Tomas O’Domhnaill
	Shannon Development (SFADCO)

	
	Mr. Brian Sheerin
	Southern Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. Gerry Scully
	Teagasc

	
	Mr. Pat Gallagher
	West Regional Authority (Designated Co. Manager)

	
	Mr. Jim McGovern
	West Regional Authority

	
	Mr. Greg Forde
	Western Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. John Concannon
	West Regional Tourism Authority 

	
	
	

	Officials

In Attendance:
	Mr. Gerry Finn
	Director

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan
	Assistant Director

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle
	Programme Executive

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian
	Programme Executive

	
	Mr. Michael McCauley 
	Programme Executive

	
	Ms. Pauline Grennan
	Clerical Officer


	1.
	Minutes of Operational Committee Meeting held on 21st April 2006
PROPOSED by Cllr. Tom Costello, 
SECONDED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, and
RESOLVED

“that the Minutes of the Operational Committee held on 21st April, 2006 be ADOPTED. 



	2.
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising


	3.
	Feedback from Sub Committees

Infrastructure/Spatial Strategy 
Mr. Gerry Lavelle reported on the Infrastructure/Spatial Strategy Sub-Committee meeting.  A presentation was made by Mr. John O’Gorman, ESB, Customer Services Manager, North West Division.   Mr. O’ Gorman gave a presentation on the ESB Networks which detailed the various networks services within the seven divisions and the new and old electricity industry structure was outlined.  The electricity demand growth from 2000-2005 both nationally and within the BMW Region was set out in graphs together with the network investment from 2001-2005.  It was reported that electricity demand for single rural houses remained steady and the issue of one off rural housing was discussed in this regard.  The members were informed of the ESB Infrastructure Plan in the BMW Region for 2006-2010 which included new connections, increased load and line alterations.  Customer contact issues and response times were discussed together with the greater need for the co-ordination of services between the ESB and local authorities.  
Productive Investment & Enterprise
Mr. Barry Guckian reported on the Productive Investment & Enterprise Sub Committee meeting.  A presentation was made by Mr. Brian Quinn, Senior Tourism Officer, Ireland West Tourism.  The presentation was on the policy document, Vision 2013.   This document also forms the basis of Ireland West’s submission to the NDP 2007-2013.  It included three core streams (a) unlock the potential of our marine resource (b) enable recreational use of the countryside and (c) facilitate the enjoyment and interpretation of our culture. The importance of the marine resource in the BMW region and the Galway docklands development were discussed. In relation to enabling recreational use of the country side comparisons were made with New Zealand where 40% of the land is in public ownership compared to 1% in Ireland.  The issue of the uniqueness of our culture and the importance of engaging with the irish people was highlighted.  The presentation included accommodation development and it was pointed out that the supply of hotel beds was ahead of demand.  The need for improvement of data collection in the tourism sector was also raised.  The members were informed of the new restructuring programme of Ireland West Tourism. From July 2006 Ireland West Tourism will come under the remit of Fáilte Ireland with new regional structures in place and will be renamed Fáilte Ireland West.  Development of our infrastructure was outlined and the need for improvement of our roads highlighted by the members. The presentation also included angling and boating supports including fish stock management and access to lakes & waterways and it was pointed out that there should be greater co-ordination with the local community, fishery bodies and local authorities in this area. 
Employment & Human Resources

Mr. Michael McCauley reported on the Employment & Human Resources Sub Committee meeting. A presentation was made by Mr. Eamonn Mac an Bheatha, Pobal formerly know as ADM (Area Development Management) which was set up in the early 1990’s.  Pobal currently manages thirteen different programmes which were outlined in the presentation, including the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme, National Childcare Programme and Dormant Accounts.  The role of Pobal and its core activities were reported to the members together with the guiding principles. The presentation included the principal objectives, the target groups and the partnership structure of the Local Development Social Inclusion Programme.  There are three Measures under this programme, Services for the Unemployed, Community Development and Community-based Youth Initiative.  Mr. McCauley reported on the various statistics under the different measures and informed the meeting of the discussions which took place with regard to selection of measures, duplication of measures and the need for better research and evaluation of measures.
Agriculture & Rural Development

Mr. Kieran Moylan reported on the Agriculture and Rural Development Sub Committee meeting. Mr. Martin Varley, ICOS gave a presentation on Policy and Other Issues Impacting on the Milk Sector.  Concerns were raised on the continued decline in milk prices and the wide range of underlying causes were discussed including the reduced EU dairy budget and cuts in intervention prices.  Ireland’s over reliance on butter was also highlighted.   The members were informed of the proposals of the new agricultural and rural development budget for 2007-2013 and the effects of the improvement in EU market access were discussed in this regard.  A response was received from Minister Roche’s office in relation to the concerns the committee had expressed with regard to the collection of farm waste plastic.  Mr. Moylan informed the members of the details of the response and it was felt that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government should take greater responsibility in this area.  A discussion took place on the compensation package available following the cessation of sugar production in Ireland. It was suggested that beet growers should benefit significantly from the compensation package and a proposal to write to the Minister for Agriculture & Food in this regard was agreed. 


	4.
	Update on the preparation of the BMW Regional OP 2007-2013
Mr. Gerry Finn gave a presentation on the Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013.  
The presentation outlined the Commission Proposals for 2007-2013, Eligible Measures, Programme Planning and Candidate Measures. 
He informed the meeting that the BMW Region would be a phasing-in region under the Competitiveness and Employment strand with higher amounts of funding in the early years of the programme. Member states have to prepare a National Strategic Reference Framework to identify their own key priorities and set out a strategy for the structural funds.  Mr. Finn outlined the four priority themes together with the programme planning and reported on the candidate measures, i.e., Innovation and Knowledge Economy, Environment & Risk Prevention, Access to Transport/Communications and Urban Development.  The first draft of the Operational Programme is being prepared and a meeting with the EU Commission scheduled for July 6th 2006.  Subject to ex ante evaluation, strategic environmental assessment and public consultations, it is expected that the OP will be ready for endorsement by the Regional Assembly on 22nd September 2006.  A Government decision is due in October 2006 with submission to the EU Commission in November 2006 and an EU Decision scheduled for March 2007. 
 Any Other Business

Mr. Larry McCluskey (VEC) reported on the availability of ICT in schools and outlined the statistics received from the Department of Education in this regard.  
The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ___________________________       ______________________

               Cathaoirleach                                     Mr. Gerry Finn

                                                                            Director

Date: _________________________

	
	


