MINUTES OF OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE COURTHOUSE, ROSCOMMON ON THURSDAY 27TH JULY AT 11AM

MEMBERS:

R. Cribbin

M. Donnelly

M. Bradley




J. Gavin

T. Kelly

A. O’Donnell





O. Burke

G. Forde

J. Leonard




G. Pyke


J. McGovern

A. McGurdy




B. Sheerin

J. McGill

A. Reilly 




J. Conneely

M.McKeogh

E. Sheehy




Dr. S. Ryan

J.Stone




Councillor A. Ferguson, Chairman, presided

OFFICIALS:

G. Finn, Director




K. Moylan, Assistant Director

APOLOGIES:

B. Sheerin

M. Killeen

S. Ryan




P. Robinson

J. Parsons

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

On the PROPOSAL of  Mr. Matt Donnelly


SECONDED by Mr. Tom Cowley

It was AGREED to adopt the minutes of the Operational Committee meeting held on 27th July, 2000

MATTERS ARISING

1.
The Director gave a brief update on the Regional Operational Programme and stated that there were a small number of outstanding technical issues which should be finalised within a month

In response to a query the Director outlined the nature of the concerns of the E.U. Commission relating to environmental legislation.

The issue of the recoupment of 20% of the technical assistance budget for Regional Authorities from the Structural funds was raised.  The Director recommended that the Authorities should put forward a claim for this funding

DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT

The Chairman stated that a Draft Annual Report had been circulated with the notice of the meeting and invited any comments.

Dr. Sheelagh Ryan recommended the inclusion of further data on the age structure and the demographic profile of the region which were significantly different from the remainder of the country.

The Committee recommended that the Annual Report be adopted

The Chairman excused himself from the meeting and asked for a proposal for a member to chair the meeting.

On the PROPOSAL of Mr. J. Stone,


SECONDED by Mr. E. Sheehy, 

Councillor Martin Connaughton chaired the remainder of the meeting.

PRESENTATION ON INTER-REGIONAL OPERATIONAL PROGRAMMES

Councillor Connaughton introduced Mr. Dominic McBride of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to make a presentation on the Productive Sector Operational Programme.

Following the presentation, there were comments by Mr. A. McGurdy on the issue of female representation and on the sustainability of further sea fishery investment, and by Mr. McKeogh on the issue of representation on the Monitoring Committees of the Operational Programmes.

Councillor Conaughton thanked Mr. McBride for his presentation and introduced Mr. Pat Moynan of the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to make a presentation on the Employment and Human Resources Operational Programme.

Following the presentation, a number of comments were made on the issue of skills shortages, particularly in the health sector

Mr. T. Kelly stated that the Health Boards in the region are to prepare a paper on health issues for discussion at the next meeting of the Operational Committee

Councillor Connaughton thanked Mr. Moynan for his presentation

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Director stated that there would be a presentation on the Economic and Social Infrastructure Operational programme at the next meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed and signed

_______________________                                            _____________________

Anthony Ferguson




Gerry Finn

Chairman





Director

_______________________  

Date

<SIGNED 22nd September 2000>

