Minutes of Meeting of the Operational Committee of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held in the Assembly Headquarters, Ballaghaderreen on Friday 17th February, 2006 at 12.30 p.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Michael McGreal 
	Border, Midland & Western Regional Assembly

	
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan
	BMW Regional Assembly

	
	Cllr. Tom Costello
	West Regional Authority (Cathaoirleach)

	
	Mr. Jim McGovern
	West Regional Authority

	
	Ms. Paula Keon
	HSE North West (rep. Tom Daly)

	
	Mr. Matt Donnelly
	Border Regional Authority

	
	Mr. Jim Reilly
	HSE Midlands Area

	
	Mr. Seamus Bree
	Enterprise Ireland

	
	Mr. Hubert Kearns
	Border Regional Authority (Designated Co. Manager)

	
	Mr. Kevin Rogers
	Western Regional Fisheries Board (rep. Greg Forde)

	
	Mr. Aidan O’Donnell
	An Post

	
	Mr. Harold Lloyd
	Northern Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. Gerry Mooney
	ESB

	
	Mr. Frank Conlon
	IDA

	
	Mr. Mairtin O’Conghaile
	Udaras na Gaeltachta

	
	Ms. Pauline White
	Western Development Commission

	
	Mr. Tony Barrett
	FAS

	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	Midland Regional Authority (Cathaoirleach)

	
	Cllr. Jacqui McConville
	Border Regional Authority (Cathaoirleach)

	
	Mr. Michael Tunney
	County Enterprise Board - Donegal

	
	Mr. John Coll
	County Development Board – Mayo (rep. John Coll)

	
	Mr. Denis Gallagher
	Coillte

	
	Ms. Mary O’Riordan
	NUI, Galway

	
	Mr. Mark Holohan
	Bord Gais

	
	Mr. Kevin Kidney
	Midlands-East Regional Tourism 

	
	Mr. John O’Connor
	Central Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. Ciaran O’Cathain
	Institutes of Technology

	
	Mr. Pat Gallagher
	West Regional Authority (Designated Co. Manager)

	
	Mr. Niall Sweeney
	Midland Regional Authority (Designated Co. Manager)

	
	Mr. Jim Stone
	Midland Regional Authority

	
	Mr. Larry McCluskey
	Vocational Educational Committee

	
	Mr. Paul McLoone
	North West Regional Tourism Authority

	
	Mr. Vincent Roche
	North Western Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. John Tiernan
	Roscommon County Council

	
	Mr. Tomas O’Domhnaill
	Shannon Development (SFADCO)

	
	Mr. Gerry Scully
	Teagasc

	
	Ms. Dorothy Clarke
	County Development Board - Sligo

	
	Mr. Ray Mitchell
	HSE North Eastern Area

	
	Mr. John Concannon
	West Regional Tourism Authority 

	
	Mr. Frank Dawson
	County Development Board – Galway

	
	Ms. Joan Mannion
	HSE Western Area (rep. Sean Conroy)

	
	Mr. Eamon Cusack
	Shannon Regional Fisheries Board

	
	Mr. Rory Leahy
	Bus Eireann

	
	Mr. Pat Doherty
	East Regional Fisheries board

	
	Mr. Adge King
	County Development Board - Monaghan

	
	Mr. Brian Sheerin
	Southern Regional Fisheries Board


	Officials

In Attendance:
	Mr. Kieran Moylan
	Assistant Director

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle
	Programme Executive

	
	Mr. Michael McCauley
	Programme Executive

	
	Ms. Catherine Burke
	Acting Staff Officer

	
	Ms. Fiona Flynn
	Acting Asst. Staff Officer


	1.
	Minutes of Operational Committee Meeting held on 11th November, 2005

PROPOSED by Cllr. Tom Costello, 
SECONDED by Mr. Tony Barrett , and
RESOLVED

“that the Minutes of the Operational Committee held on 11th November, 2005 be ADOPTED. 



	2.
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.



	3.
	Feedback from Sub-Committees

Infrastructure/Spatial Strategy 
Mr. Gerry Lavelle reported on the Infrastructure/Spatial Strategy Sub-Committee meeting.  A presentation was made by Mr. Michael Murphy, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, on the “Housing Programme under the NDP 2000 – 2006”. Mr. Murphy outlined the housing priorities under the NDP 2000 – 2006 and elaborated on the various housing schemes available. €1.7bn was spent in housing in the BMW region to mid 2005. The Housing Assessments Needs carried out in 2005 showed a 10% decrease on the 2002 figures, 43,684 in 2005 compared to 43,413 in 2002. A discussion took place regarding renewable energy in Local Authority housing. Mr. Murphy agreed to provide the committee with some statistics on housing over the past number of years.

Agriculture & Rural Development

Mr. Kieran Moylan reported on the Agriculture and Rural Development Sub-Committee meeting. Mr. Moylan informed the meeting that a presentation was given by Mr. Bernard Rice, Teagasc, on the “potential for Energy Crops in Ireland”. A huge interest has been shown in bio-fuels and bio-mass in the past 18 months. The 2006 budget made €65m available to support biofuel production, biomass and combined heat and power plants. The development of these industries is quiet challenging. There is potential for the production of bio-diesel from oilseed rape in large scale tillage areas.  Willow plantations can supply woodchip heating systems in large buildings, but requires specialized harvesting equipment. Elephant grass is easier to harvest but doesn’t burn well in conventional boilers. There will be a lot of progress in the next three years as Ireland has to meet EU targets for alternative fuel production. There is potential for farmers to become heating suppliers to public offices. Willow plantations are also a potential sink for effluent sludge.  The cost of establishment at €1,000 per acre is very high, but there is a prospect of “establishment grants” becoming available. 
Productive Investment & Human Resources

Ms. Catherine Burke reported on the Sub-Committee meeting. Mr. Gerry Fogarty, Forestry Service gave a presentation on the “Forestry Measures under the NDP 2000 – 2006”. Mr. Fogarty informed the meeting that there was a slow take op on grant aid and there is more than sufficient money available to meet the demand at present.  Forestry is a demand led scheme and there would be more scope for micro-enterprise involvement under the new EU programmes. Poor take-up of demand led schemes, suitability of land for forestry, responsibility of Local Authorities and environmental issues were amongst some of the topics discussed at the meeting.
Employment & Human Resources

Mr. Michael McCauley reported on the Sub-Committee meeting. Ms. Lily Mulhall, UCD, gave a presentation on the “Report on the Rural Living Survey, 2005”. In her presentation, Ms. Mulhall outlined the survey results which provided a range of material relating to:
· Varying types of rural households
· The changing demographics of rural society
· The future service requirements of rural society
A lengthy discussion took place on a wide range of issues including production trends in the single payment structure, physical planning in rural areas and the potential effects of WTO agreement post 2013.

The meeting further agreed to make a submission to the Department of Education regarding the payment of full fees by part-time students and the inequity of their ineligibility for free fees.



	4.
	Consideration of the Programme of Work for 2006

PROPOSED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson,

SECONDED by Cllr. Terry Brennan, and

RESOLVED
“that the Draft Programme of Work 2006 as presented be ADOPTED.”


	5.
	BMW Submission to the NDP 2007 – 2013

Mr. Kieran Moylan informed the meeting that the Department of Finance are involved in two separate and parallel planning processes: the NDP 2007 – 2013 and the Regional Operational Programme 2007 – 2013. The Department have acknowledged that the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly’s Foresight Report, which was prepared in 2005 and outlines the strategic objectives for the BMW region, will be useful in the preparation of both the NDP and the Regional Operational Programme. The BMW Regional Assembly has appointed Indecon to prepare the NDP submission for the Department of Finance before mid March. Mr. Moylan requested any agency that is preparing investment strategies to forward them to the BMW Regional Assembly for incorporation in the submission as these documents will help complement our own submissions. In the next round of structural funding Ireland will receive €811m in total compared with €3.2bn currently. There will be various consultation meetings with Government Departments, Local Authorities and County Development Boards before these plans are finalised. The first complete draft is due by the end of June, 2006. A Strategic Environmental Assessment must be carried out.
Mr. Matt Donnelly suggested that Indecon should contact the 8 Regional Authorities in order to have a unified response to the regional investment priorities.


	6.
	Any Other Business

Mr. Moylan informed the Operational Committee that the BMW Assembly is a partner in an Interreg funded initiative called FUTURREG. Under this initiative, some funding is available to support foresight type exercises in the region. He invited any Agencies who may be interested, to contact the Regional Assembly.
The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ___________________________       ______________________

               Cllr. Michael McGreal                      Gerry Finn

               Cathaoirleach                                     Director

Date: _____________________


