MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE OPERATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE COURTHOUSE, ROSCOMMON ON FRIDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2001, AT 2.00P.M.

Present:
Matt Donnelly

Border Regional Authority



Larry Bane

Midland Health Board



Martin Bradley
Ireland West Tourism



Larry Masterson
North Western Health Board



Michael Malone
Midland Regional Authority (Designated Manager)



Larry Kennedy
Teagasc



Norman Black

Midlands-East Regional Tourism Authority



Rory Leahy

Bus Eireann



Jim McGovern
West Regional Authority



Pat Doherty

Eastern Regional Fisheries Board



Brian Sheerin

Southern Regional Fisheries Board



Gerry Mooney

ESB



Larry Walsh

North Eastern Health Board



Dr. Sean Conroy
Western Health Board



James Stone

Midland Regional Authority



Nuala O’Byrne
Central Fisheries Board

Apologies:
Brian Flynn

Represented by Martin Bradley



Tom Daly

Represented by Larry Masterson



Harry Lynch

Represented by Norman Black



Roddy Molloy

Represented by Tony Barrett



Dr. Sheelagh Ryan
Represented by Dr. Sean Conroy



Vincent Roche

North West Regional Fisheries Board

In Attendance:
Gerry Finn

Director




Kieran Moylan
Assistant Director




Gerry Lavelle

Programme Executive




Barry Guckian

Programme Executive

Councillor Jimmy Maloney, Cathaoirleach of the B.M. Western Regional Assembly Regional Assembly presided.

1. Adoption of Minutes of Meeting held on 22nd June, 2001

On the PROPOSAL of Matt Donnelly

SECONDED by James Stone

it was AGREED to adopt the minutes of the Operational Committee meeting held on 22nd June, 2001.

2. Matters Arising

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director introduced Dr. Michael Keane of N.U.I. Galway and stated that he would be working with the Assembly in the coming months to prepare a submission to the National Spatial Strategy.

3. Report from Sub-Committees

Infrastructure / National Spatial Strategy
Mr. Gerry Lavelle gave an overview of the presentation given by the deputation from the A.M.P. Group setting out the case against overhead powerlines, particularly the Flagford to Stranagh line proposed by the ESB.  The sub-committee members had stressed the need for additional power transmission capacity.

Mr. Gerry Finn stated that power transmission was a major factor for inward investment in the B.M.W. Region.  This was supported by several of the members present.

Mr. Gerry Mooney of the ESB stated that the ESB has never failed to supply power when called upon to do so, and he offered to make a presentation to the Operational Committee.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Mr. Kieran Moylan spoke about the presentation given at the committee meeting by Mr. Gerry Cody, Principal Officer with the Forest Service, setting out the forest strategy for Ireland.  The committee had also discussed the new simplified aid scheme, delays in payments of farm investment grants and deferral of payments for suckler cow premia.  The committee had agreed to request a representative from the Department of Agriculture to address its next meeting.

Productive Sector and Local Enterprise
Mr. Gerry Finn stated that Mr. Pat Mulhern of Athlone Institute of Technology had addressed the meeting of the Productive Sector and Local Enterprise sub-committee.  Mr. Mulhern had outlined the role of the recently formed Regional Higher Education Network and how the 3rd level institutes in the B.M.W. Region were working together to develop and support education needs in the B.M.W. Region.  The committee had made 3 recommendations:

· That the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly should support the allocation of additional resources to enterprise modules in the I.T. sector.

· That the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly should support the allocation of additional resources to the Regional Higher Education Network in order to develop its role.

· That the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly support university status for the I.T. sector.

Employment and Human Resources

Mr. Barry Guckian stated that the Employment and Human Resource sub-committee had discussed the issue of work skills within the B.M.W. Region and that Mr. Tony Barrett of FAS had agreed to draft a paper.  The committee were given a presentation by Mr. P.J. Breen of the Youth Affairs Section of the Department of Education and Science, in relation to the Youth Measures in the Regional Operational Programme and the Youth Work Bill 2000.  The committee had agreed to discuss the co-ordination of services to travellers at their next meeting.

4. Presentation on National Spatial Strategy ‘Indications for the Way Ahead’ by Mr. Ian Douglas, Spatial Planning Unit.

The Chairman welcomed Ian Douglas of the Spatial Planning Unit.

Mr. Douglas gave a presentation on the ‘Indications for the Way Ahead’ in a public consultation paper on the National Spatial Strategy.

He set out the reasons why the spatial strategy was being devised and what it will contribute to national economic and social planning.  He outlined the various concepts which have been defined in the spatial strategy, such as ‘functional areas; ‘critical mass’; ‘potential’; ‘gateways; linkages.  He also described the hierarchy from large urban centres to small rural areas which would be targeted.  Finally he set out the four (4) key questions which are posed in the consultation paper relating to the:

1. Guiding visions and principles

2. Usefulness of concept of functional areas and the need for different response in each area.
3. Spatial planning approach based on energising areas by focusing on a limited number of places.
4. Comprehensiveness of the range of indications for finalising the spatial strategy.
The Chairman thanked Mr. Douglas for his presentation.

Arising from the presentation, members raised concern relating to the dovetailing of plans with the Northern Ireland ‘Shaping out Future’ strategy and about the detail required in submission.

In response Mr. Douglas stated that submissions should set out how areas can be energised, and that a high degree of co-ordination in overlapping areas would be required.

Members then expressed concerns that the functional area boundaries were not consistent with existing boundaries and that many of the transport linkages into the B.M.W. Region were poor at present, and that infrastructure was a pre-requisite for job creation.

Concerns were also expressed that little attention had been paid to the needs of the rural countryside or of small towns that were currently peripheral and that there was a risk that people would be ‘sucked out’ of small areas, that the spatial strategy could be contrary to rural development.

Mr. Douglas responded to these issues and stated that there was a social imperative to re-invigorate small towns.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Douglas for his responses to the issues raised.

5. Any Other Business

Mr. Gerry Finn stated that the Regional Assembly would be hosting seminars at which people could make a further contribution to the National Spatial Strategy.

Mr. Jim Stone, Midland Regional Authority stated that the Association of Irish Regions Annual Conference on 17th – 18th October would also address the spatial strategy issue.

Mr. Gerry Finn informed the members about the Annual Conference of the B.M.W. Regional Assembly on the theme of ‘B.M.W. Region and the Information Society’ which takes place on September 27th in Pontoon, Co. Mayo.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ____________________

___________________


  Cathaoirleach


Director

Date:  ________________

<SIGNED 16th November 2001>
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