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BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

ATTENDANCE:
Cllr. A Boylan

Cllr. G Carville
Cllr. P.J. Coghill




Cllr. L. Conlon
Cllr. R. Cribbin
Cllr. J. Digan




Cllr. S. Farrell

Cllr. T. Feighery
Cllr. A. Ferguson




Cllr. J. Flanagan
Cllr. J. Flannery
Cllr. C. Hanniffy




Cllr. P. Kelly

Cllr. P. Kennedy
Cllr. M. Leahy




Cllr. M. Loughnane
Cllr. H. Lynn

Cllr. D. Lyons




Cllr. J. Maloney
Cllr. J. McClearn
Cllr. J. McConville




Cllr. M. McGreal
Cllr. P. Treanor
Cllr. P. Savage




Cllr. T. P. Smith

APOLOGIES:
Cllr. B. McGuinness

Cllr. D. Ryan

Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly

ATTENDANCE:
Cllr. L. Allen

Cllr. R. Aylward
Cllr. D. Bolger


Cllr. M. Brennan
Cllr. J. Burton

Cllr. P. Considine

Cllr. A. Creevey
Cllr. E. Creighton
Cllr. M. Cummins

Cllr. J. Daly

Cllr. P. Doyle

Cllr. J. Fanning

Cllr. M. Freehill
Ald. T. Gregory
Cllr. P. Hand

Cllr. R. Hendy

Cllr. F. Hunter

Cllr. P. Keane

Cllr. T. Kelly

Cllr. J. Leddin

Cllr. M. Maguire

Cllr. R. McGinley
Cllr. K. Murphy
Cllr. S. Murray

Cllr. V. O’Callaghan
Cllr. T. O’Driscoll
Cllr. N. O’Sullivan

Cllr. M. Ryan

Cllr. J. Stafford
Cllr. C. Tyndall

APOLOGIES:
Cllr. F. O’Loughlin

Cllr. G. Murphy
Cllr. M. Green




Cllr. R. Dowds

Cllr. M. Kennedy

OFFICIALS:

S. Blair, Director, Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly




G. Finn, Director, Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly 




K. Moylan, Asst. Director, Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly 

IN ATTENDANCE:

Martin Rohan, Chairman, Laois County Council





Charlie McCreevy, TD, Minister for Finance





Ciaran Murphy, Department of Finance

Mr. Joe Digan, Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly presided.

1. Opening of Meeting
The Cathaoirleach opened the meeting and called on Cllr. Vivian O’Callaghan (Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly) Cllr. O’Callaghan extended a vote of sympathy to Cllr. John Stafford, Cathaoirleach of the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly on the sudden and untimely death of his wife.  The vote of sympathy was seconded by Cllr. Tony Kelly (Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly) and was unanimously passed.  A minutes silence was then observed by all present.

Cllr. Martin Rohan, Chairman of Laois County Council welcomed the joint Assembly to County Buildings in Portlaoise and welcomed Charlie McCreevy, TD, Minister for Finance.  He also congratulated Cllr. Joe Digan on his recent election as Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed all of the members and also welcomed the Minister for Finance, Charlie McCreevy, TD.  He briefly outlined the significance of the N.D.P. and the Regional Assemblies role in its implementation.  He then called on the Minister for Finance to address the meeting.

2. Address by Charlie McCreevy, TD, Minister for Finance
Minister McCreevy welcomed the opportunity to address the joint meeting of the Assemblies and acknowledged the constructive role played by the Assemblies since their establishment in 1999.  Minister McCreevy stated that excellent progress is being made in key areas of the National Development Plan, notably infrastructure, education and training and the promotion of social inclusion.  He stated that despite some delays, good progress was being made in the implementation of the measures in the Regional Operational Programmes.  The Minister outlined the levels of investment in the infrastructure programme and responded to calls by the construction industry to increase the level of provision in certain areas of the Public Capital Programme.  The Minister also complimented the implementing agencies responsible for delivering key aspects of the NDP and stated that the Assemblies could continue to play a part in this important task.

The Cathaoirleach thanked the Minister for his address and asked for questions.  Members raised the following issues:

· Further work needed on the Belturbet side of the Cavan By-Pass

· Funding for Castlesaunderson Scouting Centre

· The need to maintain the momentum of the NDP

· Option of electrification of main rail lines

· Investment in the Sligo – Limerick rail line

· Allocation of resources to National Secondary Roads

· Prioritisation of PPP

· Investment in recreational facilities

· Allocation of funding to childcare

· Role and powers of the Assemblies

· Budgetary allocations to the region

· Criteria for major tourist attractions

· Delay in oncoming decentralisation

· Extension of Upper Shannon Rural Renewal Scheme

In response, Minister McCreevy stated that he wouldn’t address specific project questions. He stated that the NDP was predicated on wide budget priorities, and stated that expressions of interest were being invited for the metro public transport system.

Minister McCreevy also stated that the 2002 NRA allocation was in excess of the planned amount in the NDP and that PPP would feature more in the latter half of the NDP.  He stated that all aspects of the NDP will be reviewed in 2003 and that the role of the Assemblies will not be reduced.  On decentralisation, he stated that it had proven difficult to reconcile competing demands.  Finally in relation to the Rural Renewal Scheme, he stated that the time frame had been extended to 2004 but that there were no proposals to extend the eligible area at this time.  On behalf of both Assemblies the Cathaoirleach thanked the Minister for attending, and the Minister then left the meeting.

3. Adoption of Minutes of Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 13th December, 2001
The minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 13th December, 2001 were ADOPTED 

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. P.J. Coghill

and SECONDED by Cllr. Jacqui McConville

4. Adoption of the Minutes of Meeting of the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly held on 14th December, 2001
The minutes of the meeting of the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly held on 14th December, 2001 were ADOPTED 

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Tony Kelly

SECONDED by Cllr. Vivian O’Callaghan

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly meeting held on 13th December, 2001.

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly meeting held on 14th December, 2001.

6. Schedule of Assembly’s Meetings in 2002
The schedule of Assembly meeting for 2002 for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly was APPROVED
on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Gary Carville

SECONDED by Cllr. Peter Kennedy

Cllr. Matt Loughnane stated that there was a potential clash of dates with Galway County Council where meetings are scheduled for the second Friday of each month.  Kieran Moylan agreed to look into this.

The schedule of Assembly meetings for 2002 for the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly was APPROVED

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Peter Considine

and SECONDED by Cllr. Vivian O’Callaghan

7. Any Other Business
1. It was PROPOSED by Cllr. Hugh Lynn (B.M.W. Assembly) and AGREED that 

congratulations be extended to Mr. Pat Cox, MEP on his election as President of the European Parliament. 

2. Mr. Stephen Blair, Director, Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly informed 

his members that the Southern and Eastern Assembly’s Programme of Innovative Actions had been approved and that a launch would take place in the near future.

3. Mr. Stephen Blair, Director, Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly also 

informed his members that the Working Document on the EU White Paper on Governance was being circulated.

4. In response to a query by Cllr. John Flannery (B.M.W. Regional Assembly) 

Mr. Kieran Moylan, B.M.W. Regional Assembly stated that application forms for the Marine Tourism Scheme would be available very shortly.

5. Cllr Tony Kelly spoke in defence of the Childcare measure and informed the 

meeting that, contrary to what the Minister had stated, there were in fact no shortage of  applications for childcare grants. Cllr Vivian O’Callaghan supported Cllr Kelly on this.

There being no further business, the Cathaoirleach then closed the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed and agreed.

_____________________________

________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH




DIRECTOR

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________
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