Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly
 held on 6th March 2009 in the Bush Hotel, Carrick-on-Shannon, at 11.00 a.m.
	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan
	Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan

	
	Cllr Cyril Burke
	Cllr. T.P.Smith 
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy

	
	Cllr Padraig Conneely
	Cllr. Tom Costello
	Cllr. Tom Crosby

	
	Cllr. James Daly
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr Rena Donaghey

	
	Cllr Tom Feighery 
	Cllr. Anthony Ferguson
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan 

	
	Cllr. Dessie Larkin
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	Cllr Jerry Lundy

	
	Cllr. Marian McDonald
	Cllr. Brian McKenna
	Cllr. Damien Ryan 

	
	Cllr Peter Savage 
	Cllr Dermot Connolly
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr. Seosamh O’Cuaig
	
	

	
	Cllr. Michael Regan 
	
	

	
	Cllr Eugene Lavin
	
	

	
	Cllr. Terry Brennan
	
	

	
	Cllr. Veronica Cawley
	
	

	
	Cllr. Gerard Corcoran
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director
	
	

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive 
	

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, Programme Executive 
	

	
	Mr. Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy and Research Officer
	


The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Tom Crosby, presided 
	1. 

2.


	Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 30th January, 2009 
PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan       
SECONDED by Cllr. Andrew Boylan                                 
RESOLVED

“that the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 30th January 2009 be ADOPTED.”

Matters Arising 
Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that the BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference was scheduled for 2nd April, 2009 in the Abbey Hotel, Roscommon, on the theme of “The National Spatial Strategy – Is it Delivering Balanced Regional Development?”.  A distinguished panel of speakers will address the Conference.  This Conference is a major information activity as part of the Regional Assembly’s obligation to promote the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007 – 2013 and the director asked as many members as possible to attend.     



	3.


	Noting of Minutes of  Joint Sub-Committee Meetings held on 13th February, 2009 

PROPOSED by Cllr. Dessie Larkin    

SECONDED by Cllr. James Daly                              
RESOLVED

“that the minutes of the meeting of the (i) National Development Plan Sub-Committee and (ii) Regional and Rural Affairs Sub-Committee, held on 13th February, 2009 be NOTED.”

PROPOSED by Cllr. Andrew Boylan     

SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon                               

RESOLVED

“that the Assembly renew the call to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to honour commitments in relation to the outstanding payments on Farm Waste Management and request that all farmers who fulfilled their obligations should be paid in full this year rather than via staged payments over a three year time frame”.



	4.
	Report on BMW Publication Measures 
A report on the press release publications and media coverage for the six month ended 31st December, 2008 was circulated to the members. Mr. Finn informed the members that the Assembly did receive reasonable press coverage but that it remained a challenge as the local press/radio were more interested in local rather than regional issues. It was agreed that any press releases and photographs would issue to the members in an effort to increase press coverage. 


	5.
	Correspondence 

An acknowledgement was received from the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources in response to the request that the Ballina office be retained under the restructuring of the Inland Fisheries Sector and from the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in relation to the Final Grant Payments under the Farm Waste Management Scheme. These matters would be pursued with the relevant Departments. 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Tom Costello      

SECONDED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson                               

RESOLVED

“that a meeting be set up with the Board of Galway Airport to discuss the economic impact of the Airport on the Region.” 
Cllr Dessie Larkin complimented the Assembly on the work they had done in relation to the Regional Airports. 
Mr. Gerry Finn informed the members that 3G, the company awarded the National Broadband Scheme would be contacting each County Council over the coming weeks. The purpose of contacting the councils was two fold; (1) to brief councillors and (2) to discuss any planning issues that may arise in relation to the provision of new masts.  



	5.
	Any Other Business 

N/A 


	
	This concluded the business of the meeting.
The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ___________________________      Date:  ________________________

              Cathaoirleach           
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