Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 22nd January 2010 in the Chamber of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 11.30 a.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan 
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan
	Cllr. Aidan Boyle

	
	Cllr. Terry Brennan
	Cllr. Cyril Burke 
	Cllr. Matt Carthy

	
	Cllr. Martin Connaughton 
	Cllr. Padraig Conneely 
	Cllr. Tom Crosby

	
	Cllr. Michael J. Crowe
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr. Frank Dolan

	
	Cllr. Eamon Dooley
	Cllr. Gerry Finnerty
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan

	
	Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	Cllr. Imelda Henry

	
	Cllr. Eugene Lavin
	Cllr. Peter Feeney
	Cllr. Dara Mulvey

	
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
	Cllr. Peter Savage
	Cllr. Terence Slowey

	
	Cllr. Tiernan Walsh
	Cllr. James Daly
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies 
	Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Gerard Corcoran  
	Cllr. Charlie McConalogue

	
	
	
	

	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, BMW Regional Assembly 

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, BMW Regional Assembly 

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, BMW Regional Assembly 

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, BMW Regional Assembly 

	
	Ms. Pauline Grennan, A/Assistant Staff Officer


	1.
	Adoption of Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 13th November 2009   


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan  
SECONDED by Cllr. Damien Ryan   
RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 13th November, 2009 be ADOPTED.”


	2.
	Noting of Minutes of  North/South Committee Meeting held on 13th November, 2009


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Damien Ryan        

SECONDED by Cllr. James Deegan                                 

RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the meeting of the North/South Committee Meeting held on the 13th November, 2009 be NOTED.”


	3.
	Matters Arising 


	
	There were no matters arising 


	4.
	Presentation by Dr. Jonathan Healy, Senior Policy Analyst Forfás, on “Developing the Green Economy in Ireland”  

Dr. Jonathan Healy, Forfás, gave a detailed presentation on Developing the Green Economy in Ireland and informed the meeting that the report of the High-Level Group on Green Enterprise was available to download on the Department of Enterprise, Trade & Employment’s website.  He reported on the potential for the green economy in Ireland and outlined the opportunities available in this area.
Dr. Healy’s presentation included the following key issues: 

· The Green Economy and opportunities in the Global Market;
· Environmental Goods and Services Sector in Ireland; 
· Enterprise opportunities and Green Stimulus Plans;
· Removal of hurdles to the development of the Green Economy;
· The Irish market and job creation in the renewable energy sector, eco-construction, waste and water;
· Building on Ireland’s strong international reputation as a Green Island;
· Promotion of key sectors that can drive exports and job creation;
· Key actions to capture opportunities in the green economy; 
· Delivery of green zones and a green IFSC; 

· Creation of world-class R&D centres in niche areas; 

· Regional Recommendations and Ireland’s strengths in the green economy. 

· Developing the Green Economy in Ireland; 

· Building Ireland’s Smart Economy and Green Economy initiatives; 

· Recommendations of the High Level Group on Green Enterprise;
· Ireland’s natural resources and potential in the development of renewable energy; and 

· Future of job creation and economic growth; 

Following the presentation the members discussed the following: 
· Planning barriers to the development of renewable energy projects; 

· Development of the electricity grid;
· Development opportunities for rural communities in eco-tourism and green farming 
practices;

· Wind and wave energy potential to meet Ireland’s future energy needs;

· Nuclear power in Ireland;
· The green economy and underground transmission infrastructure versus overground infrastructure; 
· Ireland’s carbon credits under the Kyoto Protocol. 

Dr. Healy responded to the issues raised as follows: 

· The green economy has been growing globally at a great pace over the last five years; 
· The Green Economy Initiative is designed to assist governments in developing green economies by reshaping and refocusing policies, investments and spending towards a range of sectors such as renewable energies;
· The High Level Group on Green Enterprise believes that the development of the green economy in Ireland can make a valuable contribution to future economic growth by creating sustainable employment and export opportunities;
· Ireland has the natural resources and the Government commitment necessary to become a hub for green enterprise;

· The planning barriers that are delaying the development of renewable energy projects need to be addressed;
· The length of time required for renewable energy projects to connect to the national grid has delayed market development;
· Green economy opportunities will arise in a wide range of sectors including eco-tourism and  agriculture;
· The island of Ireland is one of the most favourable locations for wave and wind energy in Europe; Wind energy is one of the most well established, cost effective and mature renewable technologies;
· No recommendations were made in the report in relation to the <development of  nuclear power station in Ireland;
· An overground electricity transmission system is considerably more cost effective than underground; 
· Ireland is on target to achieve its Kyoto protocol commitments. 


	5.
	Approval of Schedule of Meetings 2010 


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Martin Connaughton 

SECONDED  by Cllr. Terence Slowey 

RESOLVED 
“That the Schedule of Meetings for 2010 as presented, subject to confirmation of an alternative date for the Joint BMW and S&E Assembly Meeting, be ADOPTED.” 



	6.
	Approval of Programme of Work 2010 


	
	Mr. Finn outlined the details of the Programme of Work for 2010 and gave an overview of the various areas of activity the Assembly will be engaged in during 2010.  
PROPOSED by Cllr. Martin Connaughton

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Terence Slowey

RESOLVED 
“That the Programme of Work for 2010 be ADOPTED.”


	7.
	Joint Meeting with the Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly 



	
	Mr. Gerry Finn informed the members that a joint BMW and S&E Assembly Meeting had been scheduled for the 12th March.  It was proposed to invite the Minister for Finance, Mr. Brian Lenihan T.D., to address this meeting but due to his recent announcement that he will not be accepting any speaking engagements in the coming months it is now proposed to invite Minister Eamonn Ryan, T.D., to address the Assemblies. 
The members will be informed when all the details have been finalised.     


	8.
	AIR Members Seminar



	
	Mr. Gerry Finn informed the members of the forthcoming AIR Members Seminar scheduled for the 11th February 2010 in the Tullamore Court Hotel.  This Seminar will focus on Telecommunications, Tourism and Local Government Reform and is being held specifically for Members of the Regional Authorities and Regional Assemblies.  It is proposed to invite at least 8 delegates from each Regional Authority/Assembly to attend and nominations are being invited today from members of the BMW Assembly. 

The following BMW Regional Assembly Members were nominated to attend the AIR Members Seminar:

Cllr. Terry Brennan   
Cllr. Cyril Burke 

Cllr. Padraig Connelly 

Cllr. James Daly 

Cllr. James Deegan 

Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher 

Cllr. Connie Hanniffy 

Cllr. Imelda Henry 

Cllr. Peter Savage 

Cllr. Terence Slowey 



	9.
	BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference 2010 



	
	Gerry Finn informed the members that the BMW Assembly Annual Conference is scheduled to be held in Cavan on either the 15th or 16th April with a venue to be arranged shortly. This Conference is a major information activity as part of the BMW Regional Assembly’s obligation to promote the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013. Members will be informed when all details have been finalised. This year’s theme will be ‘Growth and Jobs in the BMW Region’.


	10.
	Report on BMW Publicity Measures 



	
	The BMW Publicity Measures Report circulated at the meeting was noted by the members.  Gerry Finn highlighted the importance of raising the profile of the BMW Assembly and informed the meeting of the increased efforts and progress that had been made in this area.  
The BMW Assembly is involved in a number of measures to increase public awareness and visibility of the work of the Assembly. A Communications Strategy is in place and the Assembly’s staff Communications Committee reviews the Information & Publicity coverage on a quarterly basis.  A media monitoring company called NewsAccess has been engaged to capture press coverage for both the BMW and S&E Regional Assemblies and copies of all press releases are sent to Assembly members by email. 
It was suggested by the members that a dedicated press officer should be engaged on a part-time basis to develop a rapport with the media.  Gerry Finn pointed out that due to the current government embargo on recruitment in the public sector it was not possible to recruit additional staff and stated that there are currently four BMW Assembly staff engaged with communications work and the Director is available to conduct interviews with TV and Radio stations when required. 


	11.
	Consideration of draft Policy Submissions
Future of EU Cohesion Policy (Committee of the Regions) 

EU 2020 (Lisbon Growth & Jobs) Strategy (EU Commission)  


	
	Kieran Moylan informed the members of the two draft policy submissions by the BMW Regional Assembly, one on the future of EU Cohesion Policy and one on the future of the Lisbon Strategy for EU Regions.  Mr. Moylan outlined the details and background of both submissions and stated that the Assembly welcomes the opportunity to respond to these issues.  
The future of cohesion policy is being framed in the context of deteriorated public finances and greater volatility in relative GDP levels. The BMW Assembly’s submission is largely framed around what the context, rationale, goals and delivery mechanisms for cohesion policy should be post 2013. He informed the meeting that some member states wished to withdraw structural funds from non-objective 1 regions and this was the subject of much debate. 
The Commission working document on the EU 2020 strategy is a successor to the current Lisbon Strategy. The BMW Regional Assembly broadly agrees with the need for a successor to the current strategy, including the priorities and focus proposed in the working document.  The Assembly’s submission refers to the delivery of the new strategy and comments in particular on both the process of evolving a new strategy and on the mechanisms for ensuring its effective delivery with particular reference to the relevance of cohesion policy. 
The draft policy submissions were adopted by the meeting. 



	12.
	Correspondence 



	
	There was no correspondence 



	13.
	Any Other Business 

	
	Gerry Finn congratulated Cllr Connie Hanniffy on her re-nomination to the Committee of the Regions for a third term and on Cllr Terry Brennan being nominated as an alternate member. 



The foregoing minutes are confirmed
_____________________________

___________________________

Cathaoirleach



Director

_____________________________
Date
