
Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 21st May 2010 in the BMW Assembly Chamber at 11.30 a.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan 
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan
	Cllr. Aidan Boyle

	
	Cllr. Charlie McConalogue
	Cllr. Cyril Burke 
	Cllr. Tom Crosby

	
	Cllr. Terence Slowey
	Cllr. Padraig Conneely 
	Cllr. Frank Dolan

	
	Cllr. Eamon Dooley
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan

	
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
Cllr. Peter Feeney
	Cllr. Gerry Finnerty
Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Imelda Henry
Cllr. Connie Hanniffy

	
	Cllr. Tiernan Walsh
Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher
Cllr. Matt Carthy


	Cllr. Peter Savage
Cllr. Dara Mulvey

	Cllr. Terry Brennan
Cllr. Martin Connaughton  


	Apologies
	Cllr. James Daly
Cllr. Michael J. Crowe
	Cllr. Gerard Corcoran

	Cllr. Eugene Lavin

	
	
	
	

	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director, 
	BMW Regional Assembly

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Asst. Director
	BMW Regional Assembly

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive 

Mr. Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy & Research

Ms. Eiméar Dowd, Staff Officer
	BMW Regional Assembly

BMW Regional Assembly
BMW Regional Assembly



	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	


	1.
	Adoption of Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 23rd April 2010   


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage
SECONDED by Cllr. James Deegan  
RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 23rs April, 2010 be ADOPTED.”


	2.
	Adoption of Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional and the Southern & Eastern Joint Assembly held on 23rd April 2010   
PROPOSED by Cllr. Larry Bannon  
SECONDED by Cllr. Damien Ryan   

RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional and the Southern & Eastern Joint Assembly held on 23rd April, 2010    be ADOPTED.”


	3.
	Matters Arising


	
	There were no Matters arising.


	
	

	4.
	Presentation by Ms. Brid Cannon, EU Trade Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food on the Reform of the CAP post 2013
Ms. Brid Cannon, EU Trade Division, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, gave a detailed presentation on the Negotiations on CAP 2013+: the state of play and issues emerging in the debate.
She stated that negotiation regarding CAP post 2013 are yet to commence, but the Commission have launched a Consultation Process to allow interested parties/individuals an opportunity to give their views of CAP 2013+. Official Negotiations are expected to commence following the issuing of legislative proposals by the EU in 2011. 

Ms. Cannon’s presentation included the following key issues::-

· The Current Context of CAP

· CAP 2013+ Negotiation Process

· Trends in previous CAP Reforms 

· Issues emerging on CAP 2013+

· Single Payment Scheme issues

· Direct payments per hectare and per beneficiary

· Single Payment Options

· Market Management Issues

· Rural Development Issues

· Irish stakeholders Consultation Outcome

· Initial Irish Position on CAP 2013+

· The Next Steps in negotiations.

Following the presentation the members discussed the following: 

· Likelihood of a replacement scheme for REPS 4
· The reason why payments under the Modulation Fund for Sheep farmers are not been paid until October/November each year
· The distribution of the present CAP and SFP payments was in favour of the larger farmer/producer resulting in the demise of the family farm, this needs to be addressed under the 2013+ CAP programme.
· Upper and lower limits on the amount of funding under Cap 2013+

· National Co-funding is not the correct route as can be seen from the cessation of the REPS and early farm retirement programmes.

· The producer rather that the product should be subsidised, with SFP aimed towards active production.
· The agricultural industry in Ireland needs to be maintained as a driver of economic growth
· Pillar 1 funding should be maintained

· To optimise Pillar 2 - Rural Development – investment needs to be put into agriculture

· Climate change should be considered a single pillar and not be funded through pillar 2

· Important to acknowledge that agriculture employs a large number of people directly and indirectly, and must be sustained
Ms. Cannon responded to the issues raised as follows :-
· The REPS 4 budget is now closed.

· Under the Modulation Fund for sheep farmers there was an investment of €9m in 2009 and there will be a further investment of €25m over the next 3 years. It is paid at the end of the year as it is paid directly from the EU from the following years budget.
· Although the Department of Agriculture are happy with the present historical model upon which the SFP is based, other MS are requesting a new reference year for the post 2013 payments.
· Department of Agriculture would be in favour of directing payments to active farmers.

· Supporting farmers is the best way to support Rural Development and this needs to be in the form of income support.
· There had been a suggestion from the Commission that it may be considering that 2013+ payments would be co-funded, but the Department would not be in favour of this especially in the current economic climate.
· The Department would feel that Pillar 2 already contains elements which relate to climate change and would not be in favour of funds been removed from this for a separate climate change pillar.

· The Department recognises the enormous contribution that the Agricultural industry makes to the National and European economy and in order to maintain the level of support for this industry, it is imperative that other EU Member States within the non-agricultural states also acknowledge this.

Mr. Finn thanked Ms. Cannon for her presentation and contribution to the meeting and informed the meeting that the BMW Regional Assembly would be drafting a Submission for the next sub-committee meeting for the EU and for the Department of Agriculture on the CAP 2013 +.


	5.
	Update on the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013
Mr Gerry Finn gave a presentation updating the meeting on the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007 -2013. He stated that following a meeting of the BMW OP Monitoring Committee expenditure to end of 2009 on the programme was €240.4 m or 52% of the programme budget.
It breaks down per priority to 
Priority 1: Innovation, ICT & Knowledge Economy €86m; 
Priority 2: Environment& Renewable Energy €13.5m; 
Priority 3: Urban Development & Transport Networks €139.5m and 
Priority 4: Technical Assistance €1.4m.

Mr Finn’s presentation included the following key issues::-

· Priority Objectives and Allocations of the BMW OP

· Programme amendments 2009

· Details of Projects covered under Priority 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Programme
· Expenditure to end 2009 

Following the presentation the members discussed the following: 

· Would there be another round of funding under the Gateway and Hubs Fund

· Level funding available for water conservation

· Would funds be lost if the programme was unable to receive national matching funding within the programme lifetime.
Mr Finn responded to the issues raised as follows :-
· The Gateway and Hubs fund have been received through an advanced payment by the EU and was unaffected by the National Budget. However it is felt that any future funding would not be budget neutral and therefore it is unlikely that further funding would be received under this measure.

· Regarding water conservation funding Mr Kieran Moylan told the meeting that 4 major towns had been approved for funding under the water conservation initiative. An additional €15m had been approved by the Department of the Environment for water conservation so this may increase the number of towns to be co-funded. However the towns chosen for funding are chosen by the Department of the Environment.

· Mr Finn informed the meeting that the “front loading” rule is being amended by the EU.  While it is difficult to predict what impact Budget 2011 would have on the BMW OP, the Assembly held a meeting with the Dept of Finance, where they had been informed that the budgetary section would be reminding all Government Departments of the necessity to protect exchequer funding used to draw down EU funding in the Programme. The Assembly had also drawn the attention of the Department to the Government Cabinet decision in 2009 to seek to ensure that matching funding was available to co finance measures in the Regional OP’s.


	
	

	6.
	Audit of Innovation update



	
	Mr Adrian O’Donoghue gave the meeting a detailed report on the Atlant-KIS project under the Altantic Area Programme. A contract had been awarded, following the receipt of 6 tenders, to CM International for the Audit of Innovation Report. The report will focus on the level of impact of the policies at national level and it is hoped that this will be completed by the end of November.
Mr Gerry Finn told the meeting that the Region had performed poorly under national Innovation Funding previously, and this project will help the region to make the case for improved public investment , to build the BMW Region’s research and innovation capacity


	7.
	Consideration of the Altantic Arc Strategy Document

Mr. Gerry Finn presented the meeting with the policy document “An Integrated Strategy for the Atlantic Arc - Association of Irish Regions’ submission to Government” which had been prepared in coordination with various bodies including the Regional Assemblies, Regional Authorities, Universities, Marine Institute and Local Authorities. 
It was hoped that the document, which details the submission to be made to national Government in relation to a proposed multi-sectral strategy for the Atlantic Area, would influence the national Governments response which will be lead by the Department of the Marine and by the Department of Taoiseach to the EU.


	
	The draft policy submission was adopted by the meeting. 



	8.
	Correspondence 

	
	There was no correspondence 



	
	

	9.
	Any Other Business 

	
	Cllr Tom Crosby informed the meeting that in the coming weeks a draft legislation would be put before the Dáil in relation to the Planning and Development Act and of that which relates to third party and professional objectors to planning. Cllr Crosby stated that vexatious appeals by parties with no material or statutory interest, or from parties not living in the vicinity of the planned developments, were leading to lengthy delays and the postponement of development which would have been of benefit to many areas.
This issue had been raised at the last meeting of the West Regional Authority. Following an indepth look at the same procedures in other European countries, a submission was been made to the Minister of the Environment by the West Authority to review the present situation within Ireland and bring it into line with that in other countries. 

Cllr Crosby proposed that the BMW Regional Assembly also make a submission on these bases.
This was unanimously AGREED by all members


The foregoing minutes are confirmed
_____________________________

___________________________

Cathaoirleach



Director

_____________________________
Date

