Minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 10th September 2010 in the BMW Assembly Chamber at 11.30a.m.
Present: 
  Cllr. Owen Bannigan
Cllr. James Daly

Cllr. Damien Ryan

  Cllr. Larry Bannon

Cllr. James Deegan

Cllr. Peter Savage


  Cllr. Andrew Boylan

Cllr. Frank Dolan

Cllr. Terence Slowey
  Cllr. Aidan Boyle

Cllr. Eamon Dooley

Cllr. Tiernan Walsh

              Cllr. Terry Brennan

Cllr. Gerry Finnerty
              Cllr. Cyril Burke

Cllr. Joe Flanagan
              Cllr. Matt Carthy

Cllr. Imelda Henry


  Cllr. Martin Connaughton
Cllr. Eugene Lavin


  Cllr. Tom Crosby

Cllr. Charlie Mc Conalogue








Officials:
Mr Gerry Finn, Director


BMW Regional Assembly



Mr Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director
BMW Regional Assembly




Mr Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive
BMW Regional Assembly



Mr Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy & Research
BMW Regional Assembly



Ms Eiméar Dowd, Staff Officer

BMW Regional Assembly



Ms Sinéad Cafferky



BMW Regional Assembly

1. Adoption of minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly on 21st May  2010
Proposed by Cllr. Terry Brennan
Seconded by Cllr. Tom Crosby

RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional assembly held on 21st May 2010 be ADOPTED.”

2.          Matters Arising
Cllr Tom Crosby asked for progress on the submission by the BMW Regional Assembly to the Minister of the Environment in relation to draft legislation put forward before the Dáil in relation to the Planning and Development act 2000
Mr Gerry Finn stated that he would pursue the matter before the next assembly meeting.
3.  Presentation by Mr. Aidan Corcoran, “Senior Transmission Manager, EirGrid”
Mr Aidan Corcoran, Senior Transmission Manager gave a detailed Presentation on   Eirgrid’s Function in transmitting energy on a national and regional level and the Projects they have undertaken between 2000-2006 and the future projects 2007-2013, which are proposed
Mr Corcoran’s Presentation included the following key issues:-
· Details on demand on the Eirgrid system on a sample date of 14th April 2010, including the Wind generation 
· Reasons to Develop the Grid include job creation, target of 40% use of renewable energy and increasing demand for electricity
· Projects for this development

· Grid Development Strategy-Grid25 Plan

· 2200km upgrade, 220Kilovolts of High Voltage Direct Current go underground
· 1150km new build 400 Kilovolts of High Voltage Alternative Current  go overground
· Total spend is: Four billion Euros divided into Seven regions for reinforcement including within the BMW Region
· North East 300 Million Euros

· Midlands 310 Million Euros 

· South West 730 Million Euros 

· West 315 Million Euros

· North West 750 Million Euros
· The Breakdown of Usage of Fuel for 2008
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· Ireland showing the highest wind capacity over Europe on all Terrains
· Benefits to the BMW Region

· West/North West rich in Renewables
· Over 1,350mw of wind generation planned for North West 

· Potential for wave and off-shore wind generation Gas pipeline gives opportunities for gas-fired generation

· Projects
· Binbane-Letterkenny reinforcer

· Srananagh station and Line

· The North/South Interconnector

· Cavan-Tyrone Power Line
· Generational Potential of wind power
· Challenges from lobby groups
· Benefits including 
· Access to the market for renewable resources

· Strong platform for renewed and economic growth

· Regional access to reliable and high quality power supplies 

Following the Presentation the members discussed the following:

· The amount of renewable energy lost per year.
· Other options for location of energy sources
· North/South Interconnector

A. Why it is required
B. Why, when 90% of landowners had no interest in been involved, did the project continue
C. Why no open forum debate on this Interconnector

D. Reasons why distance from dwelling 75mtrs in Northern Ireland and 50 mtrs in Republic of Ireland

E. Nature of the error in N/S Interconnector planning application
F. Layout and nature of the re-application for the Interconnector

G. Can it operate as a DC?
· Policy on electric magnetic fields
· Issues’ relating to placing cables underground is it a cost or a technical issue and why not laid while motorways being developed
· Is EirGrid governed by the Electricity Supplies Act 1927?
· Our access to nuclear power from Europe
· Amount of money spent on advertising 
· Amount of cases put before An Bord Pleanála that relate to Eirgrid developments.
Mr Corcoran responded to the issues raised as follows:-

· The Percentage of Energy lost is inevitable at 1-2%.
· Eirgrid is looking at different sources off shore and onshore wind supply which is predominately sourced in west of Ireland.  There is potential for off shore circuits but will still require onshore.
· North/South Interconnector
A. Is necessary to ensure an all island electric market and provide an alternative path for generated energy in both North and South.

B. There was no formalising of the project until a permit has been granted, so unable to approach landowner until this stage.

C. EirGrid prefer to deal with smaller groups of individuals as open forums do not facilitate an open public consultation for all individuals involved.

D. Felt the Northern Ireland was 60 mtrs but due to once off single housing in remote areas it was very difficult to go beyond the required distance.
E. There was an error in the public notice regarding the height of the towers 

F. Unsure of the new application, to follow the same route.

G. DC operation not feasible in this project
· There is no policy in Ireland on EMF’S.  An international health non-alliance expert group found no issues with exposure to electric magnetic fields.
· Use of underground cables presents difficulties in regard to reliability, maintenance and redevelopment 
· ESB has transferred certain powers under the electricity Act 1927 to EirGrid and is  in the process of transferring additional Assets.
· The percentage use of Nuclear power will depend on the Market demand as Eirgrid are connected to English, Scottish and French grids.
· An accurate percentage spent on advertising is unclear but the aim of advertisement is to educate the public on who we are and what we do.
· Amount of cases put before An Bord Pleanála with Eirgrid which went through:
East/West project
Donegal project
The Chairman Cllr Joe Flanagan thanked Mr Corcoran for his informative and in-depth presentation to the Assembly.
4. Attendance at Conferences
Mr Gerry Finn presented the meeting with a list of Conference which the Assembly members had attending over the previous 12 months.
Proposed by Cllr. Terence Slowey

Seconded by Cllr. Damien Ryan

RESOLVED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly Approve the attendance of Councillors at Conferences as circulated”
5. Press Coverage

Mr Finn presented the meeting with copies of the Assembly’s press releases and publicity from January to date.  Mr Finn also informed the meeting that a press release would be issued in the coming days to follow up on Mr Aidan Corcoran, Senior Transmission Manager, presentation to the Assembly.
Mr Finn informed the meeting that press coverage has increased, and improved this has come about from the establishment of a Communication Strategy Group within the Assembly.  
6. Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

7. Any other business
Councillor Damian Ryan raised a concern regarding the proposal by Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to increase the amount of land for conservation around Lough Corrib and Lough Mask area.

There is currently land within this area which comes under conservation order and it is of concern to the land owners, as they may lose additional acres of land to conservation.
In reply Mr Finn invited Cllr Ryan to attend the next meeting of the Rural and Regional Sub committee where he can seek further clarification from the speaker from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government, who will be in attendance on the day.
The foregoing minutes are confirmed

Signed: __________________________


Cathaoirleach

Date:___________________________

