Minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 24th July, 2009 in the Chamber of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 11.30 a.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan 
	Cllr. Larry Bannon 
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan 

	
	Cllr. Aidan Boyle
	Cllr. Terry Brennan
	Cllr. Cyril Burke 

	
	Cllr. Martin Connaughton 
	Cllr. Padraig Conneely 
	Cllr. Tom Crosby 

	
	Cllr. James Daly 
	Cllr. James Deegan 
	Cllr. Frank Dolan 

	
	Cllr. Eamon Dooley
	Cllr. Peter Feeney
	Cllr. Gerry Finnerty

	
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan 
	Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher 
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy

	
	Cllr. Eugene Lavin
	Cllr. Charlie McConalogue 
	Cllr. Dara Mulvey

	
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
	Cllr. Peter Savage 
	Cllr. Terence Slowey

	
	Cllr. Tiernan Walsh
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies 
	Cllr. Gerard Corcoran  
	Cllr. Michael J. Crowe
	Cllr. Imelda Henry

	
	Cllr. Brian McKenna
	
	


	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, Programme Executive  

	
	Mr. Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy & Research Officer 

	
	Mr. Michael McCauley, Programme Executive

	
	Mr. Michael O’Brien, Programme Liaison Officer

	
	Ms. Pauline Grennan, A/Assistant Staff Officer 


	1.
	Introduction and Welcome



	
	Cllr. Tom Crosby, Cathaoirleach, welcomed both new members and returning members to the Assembly.  He congratulated all newly elected councillors and extended best wishes to previous members who retired or who were not re-elected.

Cllr Crosby thanked the members of the Assembly, the director and staff for their co-operation and support during the past year and also thanked Cllr. Larry Bannon, Leas Cathaoirleach, for his assistance during his term of office. He informed the meeting that it was an honour to have served as Cathaoirleach and stated that it had been a busy and active year but pointed out that these were difficult and challenging times. 
Cllr. Crosby continued by highlighting some of the important events of the year, including the ECOS Conference which was initiated by Cllr Connie Hanniffy and organised in conjunction with the Association of Irish Regions and the BMW Regional Assembly.  In particular he welcomed the emerging opportunities for North-South co-operation which have been advanced by the historic first official meeting between a delegation from the BMW Regional Assembly and the Northern Ireland executive in September 2008. 
Other activities included the very successful BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference and the Association of Irish Regions Conference which attracted delegates from all over Ireland.  The BMW Regional Assembly also participated in the graduate treasure trail on-line quiz which targets primary and secondary level students in the Region. Visiting delegations to the Assembly included groups from the Czech Republic, Finland, Romania and Australia.


	2.
	Election of Cathaoirleach

Cllr. Crosby called for proposals for the position of Cathaoirleach 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Terence Slowey and 
SECONDED by Cllr. Aidan Boyle  

“That Cllr. Andrew Boylan be elected as Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.”  

As there were no further proposals for the position of Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Andrew Boylan was deemed to be elected Cathaoirleach of the BMW Assembly for the forthcoming year.
In accepting the position, Cllr Boylan said that he was both honoured and privileged to be elected and welcomed the new members to their first meeting of the Assembly. He emphasised the important role that the Assembly has played in the development of the BMW Region over the past decade particularly in relation to the inflow of EU funding to the Region. He informed the Assembly that one of the priorities of his term will be to place the Assembly to the forefront of the debate on European issues and in particular to play an important role in the forthcoming discussions on the Lisbon Agenda Referendum. He also expressed concern about the recent announcement which will see the cancellation of REPS 4 (Rural Environment Protection Scheme), <a scheme which financially rewards farmers who carry out their work in an environmentally friendly manner. He stated that this represented an important form of income for many farmers in the BMW Region and called on the Government to re-examine this decision with a view to reintroducing the scheme as soon as possible.  



	3.
	Election of Leas Cathaoirleach



	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Terence Slowey and 
SECONDED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy   

“That Cllr. Owen Bannigan be elected as Leas Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.”  

As there were no further proposals for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Owen Bannigan was deemed to be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the BMW Assembly for the forthcoming year.

Mr. Gerry Finn extended congratulations on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Assembly to Cllr. Boylan and Cllr Bannigan and stated that the staff will give every support and advice as needed over the next year. He also paid tribute to the outgoing Cathaoirleach, Cllr Tom Crosby for the effective way in which he discharged his duties during his term. 


	4.
	Adoption of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 18th July, 2008


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Larry Bannon   
SECONDED by Cllr. Joe Flanagan and

RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 18th July, 2008, be ADOPTED.”


	
	Adoption of Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 24th April, 2009  



	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Joe Flanagan        

SECONDED by Cllr. Peter Savage and                                   

RESOLVED

“That the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on the 24th April, 2009 be ADOPTED.”


	5.
	Consideration and Adoption of Standing Orders



	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Larry Bannon 
SECONDED by Cllr. Damien Ryan and

RESOLVED
“That the Standing Orders of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly be ADOPTED”.



	6.
	Local Government Act 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order 1999  and Local Government Act 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order 1999 (Amendment) Order 2006 



	
	The Local Government Act 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order 1999 and Local Government Act 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order 1999 (Amendment) Order 2006 were noted by the members. 


	7.
	Adoption of Schedule of Meetings 2009 


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage  
SECONDED by Cllr. Terry Brennan and

RESOLVED

“That the Schedule of Meetings for 2009 be ADOPTED, subject to rescheduling the Assembly Meeting to the 4th September and the Sub-Committee meetings to the 25th September”.


	8.
	Nomination to Committees on which the BMW Regional Assembly is represented



	
	Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee:

PROPOSED by Cllr. Terence Slowey,

SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon and

RESOLVED

“That Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, Cllr. Owen Bannigan and Cllr. Eugene Lavin be nominated to the Border, Midland and Western Regional Operational Programme Monitoring Committee.”

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr. Connie Hanniffy would chair the BMW Regional OP Monitoring Committee. 
NDP Monitoring Committee:
PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy,

SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey, and

RESOLVED

“that Cllr. James Deegan  be nominated to the NDP Monitoring Committee.”

NSRF Monitoring Committee: 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy,

SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and

RESOLVED

“that Cllr. Peter Feeney be nominated to the NSRF Monitoring Committee.”

Human Capital Investment Programme Monitoring Committee (ESF : 

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 
SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey, and

RESOLVED

“that Cllr. Padraig Conneely be nominated to the Human Capital Investment Programme Monitoring Committee (ESF).”

Rural Development Programme Monitoring Committee:

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 
SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and 
RESOLVED

“that Cllr. Tiernan Walsh be nominated to the Rural Development Programme Monitoring Committee.”

Peace III Monitoring Committee + Alternate IVA:

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 
SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and

RESOLVED

“that Cllr. James Daly be nominated to the Peace III Monitoring Committee + Alternate IVA.” 

Interreg IVA Monitoring Committee + Alternate Peace III:

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy,

SECONDED by  Cllr. Larry Bannon and

RESOLVED

“that Cllr. Terence Slowey be nominated to the Interreg IVA Monitoring Committee + Alternate Peace III.”

North/South Sub-Committee:

Border
PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 
SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and

RESOLVED

“that Cllr. Dara Mulvey, Cllr. Brian McKenna and  Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher be nominated to the North/South Sub-Committee representing the Border Region.”

Midland
PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 

SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and

RESOLVED

 “that Cllr. Joe Flanagan,  Cllr. Gerard Corcoran and  Cllr. Eamon Dooley be nominated to the North/South Sub-Committee representing the Midland Region.”

Western
PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 

SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and

RESOLVED

 “that Cllr. Padraig Conneely, Cllr Tom Crosby and Cllr Damien Ryan nominated to the North/South Sub-Committee representing the West Region.”

Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.: 

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 

SECONDED by  Cllr. Terence Slowey and

RESOLVED

 “that Cllr. Terry Brennan be nominated to the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd.”


	9.
	Sub-Committees of the BMW Regional Assembly 
Mr. Gerry Finn briefly outlined the background of the National Development Sub-Committee and the Regional & Rural Affairs Sub-Committee and requested that each member of the Assembly specify their preference for membership on the form which was circulated and to return this form to the office as soon as possible.  Members should agree an arrangement among themselves whereby they achieve an equal number of members on each committee. 


	10.
	Overview of the Role and Activities of the BMW Regional Assembly 


	
	Mr. Gerry Finn presented an overview of the role and activities of the BMW Regional Assembly and outlined the following key areas:   

· Establishment & Role of the Regional Assemblies; 

· Managing Authority Functions; 

· Monitoring Functions; 

· Policy Development; 

· EU Interreg Programmes; 

· BMW Regional Operational Programme 2000-06;
· Other Activities and Staff Structure 


	
	BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007- 2013


	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan gave a presentation on the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013 which included the following key points: 

· Context for the 2007 – 2013 Programmes; 

· Investment Priorities; 

· Progress to date (2007-2008); and  

· Proposed amendments to the OP to take account of changed economic and budgetary conditions.

Cllr. Boylan thanked Mr. Finn and Mr. Moylan for their presentations
Following the presentations the members discussed issues in relation to the roll-out of the National Broadband Scheme and the benefits of remote monitoring devices to detect faults in the networks.  The integrated broadband and water/wastewater infrastructure system that is available in Scotland was discussed and it was pointed out that this system was both economically viable and less disruptive to services by avoiding the repeated and frequent digging up of roads and footpaths by the various agencies when installing pipelines.  
Other issues discussed included funding of the European Union and the financial contributions made by members states.  Mr. Finn outlined briefly that each member state contributes to the EU budget and receives funding back from the EU, depending on their GDP and relative wealth of the states.  


	11.
	Correspondence



	
	There was no correspondence 


	12.
	Any Other Business



	
	Lisbon Treaty 
Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that a training day on the Lisbon Treaty has been scheduled for the 8th September at the EU Commission Office in Dublin and asked for nominations for two members of the Assembly to attend this training programme.  

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 

SECONDED by  Cllr. Cyril Burke and

RESOLVED

“that the Cathaoirleach, Cllr Andrew Boylan and the Leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Owen Bannigan attend the training programme on the Lisbon Treaty”.
PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy, 

SECONDED by  Cllr. Tom Crosby and

RESOLVED

“that a debate on the Lisbon Treaty be included on the Agenda for the next Assembly Meeting which has been rescheduled to the 4th September. 
REPS  4 (Rural Environment Protection Scheme)
PROPOSED by Cllr. Damien Ryan, 

SECONDED by  Cllr. Tom Crosby and

RESOLVED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly call on the Minister for Agriculture to re-examine the decision on the REPS 4 Scheme with a view to reintroducing this scheme as soon as possible”.  



The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

______________________________

___________________________

Cathaoirleach





Director

_____________________

Date

