
Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 31st January 2008 in the Chamber of Leitrim County Council, Carrick-on-Shannon at 3.00 p.m.
	Present:
	Cllr Owen Bannigan 
	Cllr Larry Bannon
	Cllr Terry Brennan 

	
	Cllr Cyril Burke
	Cllr Veronica Cawley
	Cllr Padraig Conneely

	
	Cllr Dermot Connolly
	Cllr Tom Costello
	Cllr Tom Crosby 

	
	Cllr James Deegan 
	Cllr Anthony Ferguson
	Cllr Dessie Larkin 

	
	Cllr Gerry Lundy 
	Cllr Marion Mc Donald
	Cllr Brian Mc Kenna 

	
	Cllr Michael Regan
	Cllr Damien Ryan
	Cllr Peter Savage 

	
	Cllr T.P. Smith 
	Cllr Andrew Boylan 
	Cllr James Daly 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr Rena Donaghey 
	Cllr Tom Feighery
	Cllr Joe Flanagan 

	
	Cllr Connie Hanniffy
	Cllr Eugene Lavin
	Cllr Michael McGreal

	
	Cllr Mark Nugent
	Cllr Seosamh O’Cuaig 
	


	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director
	

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director
	

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive 
	

	
	Mr. Adrian O’Donoghue, Research & Policy Officer
	

	
	Ms. Pauline Grennan, A/Assistant Staff Officer
	


Also In attendance:  Ms. Jackie Maguire, Manager, Leitrim County Council 
Dr. Mark Callanan, Institute of Public Administration
Mr. John Whelan, Leinster Leader Group of Papers  
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. James Deegan presided and welcomed all present to the meeting in Carrick-on-Shannon.  

Cllr Deegan paid special tribute to Cllr Tony Ferguson, Leitrim Co. Co. for arranging the use of the council chamber and facilities and he also welcomed Ms. Jackie Maguire, Manager of Leitrim Co. Co. to the meeting.

Ms. Maguire welcomed the members of the BMW Regional Assembly to Carrick-on-Shannon. She highlighted the importance of managing European issues on a regional basis and pointed out that it was important to have a forum such as the BMW Assembly where these issues could be debated.   
	1. 


	Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 16th November 2007
PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage 
SECONDED by Cllr. Andrew Boylan 
RESOLVED

“that the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 16th November 2007 be ADOPTED.”



	2.
	Matters Arising 
EU Ban on Brazilian Beef 
The members welcomed the recent EU ban on the importation of all Brazilian beef and acknowledged the support of the BMW Regional Assembly in this regard.  They outlined the major obstacles that had to be overcome to achieve this and thanked the Minister for Agriculture and the IFA for their work.  The members acknowledged that this was a temporary ban but was a step in the right direction and that it was important to keep this issue on the agenda. It was unanimously agreed to send a letter of congratulations to the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Mary Coughlan TD and the IFA in this regard. 
Cystic Fibrosis
PROPOSED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson  

SECONDED by Cllr. Andrew Boylan 

RESOLVED

 “That the BMW Regional Assembly write to the Health Service Executive and the Minister for Health & Children, Mary Harney TD, regarding the lack of facilities in the regional hospitals for adults with cystic fibrosis.”  
Deputation with the Taoiseach 14th November 2007 
In response to queries raised Mr. Finn informed the members that no formal feedback was received but pointed out that the joint BMW & S&E Meeting scheduled for the 7th of March next with Mr. John Gormley TD, Minister for the Environment, & Heritage & Local Government would provide another opportunity to raise these issues.   



	4.
	Approval of Schedule of Meetings 2008 
PROPOSED by Cllr. James Daly
SECONDED  by  Cllr. Terry Brennan 
RESOLVED 
“That the Schedule of Meetings for 2008 as presented be ADOPTED.” 


	5.
	Programme of Work 2008 

Mr. Finn outlined the details of the Programme of Work for 2008 and pointed out the additional workload related to the closure of the old programme 2000 – 2006 and the commencement of the new programme 2007-2013.   In addition he stated that the BMW Assembly was now responsible for the secretarial administration of the Association of Irish Regions for the next two years and would also be responsible for organising the AIR Annual Conference.  He recommended that the Programme of Work be amended to reflect this.
PROPOSED by Cllr. Damien Ryan 
SECONDED  by  Cllr. Larry Bannon 

RESOLVED 
“That the Programme of Work for 2008, subject to the inclusion of the additional items as specified by the Director, be ADOPTED.”


	6.
	Approval of overdraft accommodation in the sum of €400,000 for the year ended 31st December 2008 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Cyril Burke   

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Tom Costello 
RESOLVED 
“that Overdraft Accommodation in the sum of €400,000 for the year ended 31st December 2008 be APPROVED.” 


	7.
	 PEACE  III and INTERREG  IV Assessment Committees 
The paper circulated at the meeting outlining the representation of the BMW Regional Assembly on all committees relating to the new PEACE III and Interreg IVA Cross-Border Programmes was confirmed by the members. 


	8.
	BMW Annual Conference 2008 

Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that the 30th April or 1st May has been provisionally booked for the BMW Regional Assembly’s Annual Conference which will take place in the Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise.   The theme of this year’s Annual Conference will be on  “Qualify of Life” and will include sport and the environment. It was agreed that the Conference would be held on Thursday 1st May as there is a Border Regional Authority Meeting scheduled for the 30th April.  
   

	9. 
	Electronic Payment of Expenses 
Mr. Gerry Finn informed that members that it was proposed to commence issuing payments electronically sometime in the future including members allowances and expenses and that it was optional whether the members wished to avail of this facility or not. It was agreed that all members would be contacted individually in this regard.
  

	10.
	Correspondence 

A letter was received from Cllr Patricia Mc Carthy, Mayor of Clare, expressing her thanks for the support received for the BMW Regional Assembly in relation to the shannon region’s efforts to reverse the Aer Lingus decision to cease the Shannon Heathrow air service.  Ms. Mc Carthy welcomed the new link from Shannon Airport to Charles de Gaulle Airport in France and asked that the Assembly do everything possible to support and promote this service.  Cllr Tony Ferguson suggested establishing a new air link between Sligo and Belfast and requested that the BMW Regional Assembly follow up on this issue. 
Mr. Finn informed the meeting of the response received from the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister in terms of establishing linkages between the BMW Assembly and the Northern Ireland Assembly.  It was agreed by the members that this issue should be 
pursued further.  
An acknowledgement received from the Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources in relation to the broadband issues was noted.  
A notice received regarding the Mid-West Regional Authority Annual Conference scheduled to take place on the 7th and 8th February was noted.  A preliminary notice regarding the S&E Regional Assembly Annual Conference on the 16th May was noted.  

A discussion took place in relation to the proposed withdrawal of flights by Flyglobespan from Ireland West Airport Knock to JFK New York and Boston.   

PROPOSED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson 

SECONDED by Cllr. Damien Ryan 

RESOLVED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly contact Mr. Liam Scollan, Managing Director, Ireland West Airport Knock, with a view to sourcing a replacement airline for the New York and Boston flights.  



	11.
	Any Other Business 
Concerns were raised at the meeting in relation to the serious flooding issues and poor drainage which affects all counties along the river Shannon.  It was pointed out that the ESB has a vested interest in this area as they are responsible for the water levels along the river Shannon.  The members suggested that a represented from the ESB should be contacted to address a forthcoming Assembly meeting and outline the current position in this regard.
PROPOSED by Cllr. Brian McKenna  

SECONDED by Cllr. Owen Bannigan  

RESOLVED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly contact the CEO of the Health Service Executive, Ms. Mary Harney TD, Minister for Health & Children and An Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern, to ensure that the contents of the leaked memo in relation to the cutbacks in the HSE North East are not implemented. 
On the foreign direct investment issue a commitment that 50% of new job creation within the BMW Region would be continued by the IDA was discussed.  It was pointed out that the focus in this area needs to shift due to recent global trends and the downturn in the US economy. 

PROPOSED by Cllr. Dermot Connolly   

SECONDED by Cllr. Tom Costello  

RESOLVED

“that due the recent global trends and the downturn in the US economy that the BMW Regional Assembly contact the IDA and the Department of Enterprise, Trade & Employment to ensure that the commitment to create 50% of all new jobs in the BMW Region is honoured.   It was noted that the IDA had indicated that a speaker would be provided for a forthcoming BMW Meeting. 


	
	WORKSHOP SESSION 


	1.
	Presentation by Dr. Mark Callanan (IPA) on EU Policy area 
Cllr Deegan welcomed Dr. Mark Callanan to the meeting. 

Dr. Callanan thanked the Assembly members for an opportunity to address the meeting and gave a presentation on European matters 
The following are the key points:- 

· EU decision-making – Key Players: 

· EU Commission 
· Council of Ministers 

· European Parliament 

· Committee of the Regions

· The new EU Reform Treaty 

· EU Legislation 

· Current Challenges 

· Competition and State Aids 

· EU Cohesion Policy 

· Preparation of the National Strategic Reference Framework 

· New Operational Programmes and Monitoring Committees 

Following the presentation the following issues were discussed:

· Ratification of the new EU Reform Treaty
· The impact of Team Presidencies for 18month terms
· Reduction in the number of MEPs 

· Reduction in the number of EU Commissioners 
· Corporation Tax and Interest Rates 



	2.
	Presentation by Mr. John Whelan (Leinster Leader Group of Papers) 

Cllr Deegan welcomed Mr. John Whelan to the meeting and gave a brief account of his career to date.  

Mr. Whelan addressed the Assembly on publicity issues and he covered the following topics:- 
· Profile of the BMW Regional Assembly in the Local and National Press

· Radical changes and solutions required to improve the public profile of the BMW Regional Assembly 
· Better use of the BMW name and improved media coverage 
· Disadvantages of using archaic language, e.g. Cathaoirleach 
· The need to increase awareness and focus on local issues 

· Issuing of generic press releases by Departments/Agencies 

· Competing with limited space in the local and national press 

· Sales rates of local and national press and good news/bad news headlines 
· Challenging markets and poor public image of journalism and changes in journalism over the last few years 

· Benefits of PR Consultancy 
· Press Ombudsmans Office 

The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Whelan for his presentation and general discussion ensued on issues arising from the presentation.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ___________________________      Date:  ________________________

              Cathaoirleach         
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