Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 30th January 2009 in the Chamber of the 
Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 11.30 
	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan
	Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan

	
	Cllr. Terry Brennan
	Cllr Cyril Burke
	Cllr. Veronica Cawley

	
	Cllr Padraig Conneely
	Cllr. Gerard Corcoran 
	Cllr. Tom Crosby

	
	Cllr. James Daly
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr Rena Donaghey

	
	Cllr Tom Feighery 
	Cllr. Anthony Ferguson
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan 

	
	Cllr. Dessie Larkin
	Cllr Eugene Lavin
	Cllr Jerry Lundy

	
	Cllr. Marian McDonald
	Cllr. Brian McKenna
	Cllr. Damien Ryan 

	
	Cllr Peter Savage 
	Cllr. T.P.Smith 
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	

	
	Cllr. Seosamh O’Cuaig 
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr Dermot Connolly 
	
	

	
	Cllr. Michael Regan 
	
	

	
	Cllr. Tom Costello 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director
	
	

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director 
	

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive 
	

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, Programme Executive 
	

	
	Mr. Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy and Research Officer
	

	
	Ms. Pauline Grennan, A/Assistant Staff Officer 
	


The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Tom Crosby, presided 
	1. 

2.


	Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 14th November 2008   
PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan     
SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon  
RESOLVED

“that the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 14th November 2008 be ADOPTED.”

Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising 


	3.
	Schedule of Meetings 2009

PROPOSED by Cllr. Tom Feighery 

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Larry Bannon 

RESOLVED 
“That the Schedule of Meetings for 2009 as presented be ADOPTED.” 



	4.


	Programme of Work 2009 

Mr. Finn outlined the details of the Programme of Work for 2009 and gave an overview of the various areas of activity the Assembly will be engaged in during 2009.  

PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy 

SECONDED  by  Cllr. James Deegan  

RESOLVED 
“That the Programme of Work for 2009 be ADOPTED.”

Cllr Crosby informed the meeting that he had a personal family commitment and excused himself from the meeting.  It was unanimously agreed that the Leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr Larry Bannon would chair the remainder of the meeting. 



	5.
	Presentation by Mr. Aidan Ryan, Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources, on the current broadband situation in Ireland 
Mr. Aidan Ryan gave a detailed presentation on the current broadband situation in Ireland. He reported on the recent launch of the National Broadband Scheme and gave an overview of recent developments in this area. 
Mr. Ryan’s presentation included the following key points:-

· The National Broadband Scheme 

· Subscriber Progress and Market Development

· Broadband Growth and Speeds 

· Market Share and Competition in Delivering  

· Competing Service Providers and their Customers

· Household Penetration and Predictable Trends 

· The benefits of Project Kelvin 

· Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) update 

· Telecoms Price Levels and Market Improvements since 2002 

· Next Generation Broadband Networks Update and Overall Goals

· Summary of Priorities for 2009 

Following the presentation the members discussed the following: 

· The Launch of the National Broad Scheme;
· The competitive tendering process and the contract to implement and operate the National Broadband Scheme (NBS) which was awarded to Hutchison 3G Ireland Ltd.; 
· The Delivery of broadband to certain target areas in Ireland in which broadband services are not available;
· Construction of the map of the areas to be addressed by the NBS and the mapping of Electoral Divisions;
· High speed Broadband, Percentage of Subscriptions and Household Penetration; 
· Market Share of the total Broadband market; 
· The Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs);
· Project Kelvin; and 
· Lack of Funding for Technology Equipment in Schools.
Mr. Ryan responded to a number of the issues raised: 

· The NBS aims to provide broadband services to the areas of Ireland that are currently not served by any broadband provider and ensure that every reasonable request for broadband in these unserved areas is met;
· Under the contract, “3G” will be required to provide services to all premises in the NBS area who seek a service. In order to facilitate competition in the area, “3G” will also be required to provide wholesale access to any other authorised operator who wishes to serve premises in the NBS area;
· High speed broadband is an important asset in order to attract inward investment into Ireland.  Speeds of up to 10mbps will be possible at contract end with projects  scheduled for completion by 2010;
· Unserved areas are indentified and mapped by Electoral Divisions; 
· The Metropolitan Area Networks (MANs) are fibre-based networks which enables telecommunications companies to provide high-speed access to the Internet. The MANs are being independently managed for the State by e-Net.  The 27 Phase 1 MANs are now operational with Phase II nearing completion;
· Project Kelvin will provide direct international connectivity to the North West.  It will involve a fibre optic telecommunications link running along the seabed, connecting North America with Ireland; and 
· School funding supports for technology is provided by the Department of Education in conjunction with the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources. 

	6.
	Approval of overdraft accommodation in the sum of €400,000 for the year ended 31st December 2009 

PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan 

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Peter Savage  

RESOLVED 
“that Overdraft Accommodation in the sum of €400,000 for the year ended 31st December 2009 be APPROVED.” 


	7.
	Consideration of draft response to EU Commission’s Paper on Territorial Cohesion 
Mr. Kieran Moylan outlined the background to the EU Commission’s Paper on Territorial Cohesion and informed the members that this document outlines the goal and rationale for EU regional policy. The BMW Regional Assembly now has an opportunity to respond to this and a draft paper has been prepared in this regard.  It was open to the members of the Assembly to suggest amendments to the draft document if they so wished. 
Mr. Moylan highlighted some of the main issues in relation to definition of what is meant by the term ‘territorial cohesion’, the scale and scope of territorial action, issues in relation to better co-operation and co-ordination, new territorial partnerships and improving understandings of territorial cohesion.  
Cllr Connie Hanniffy reported on the Committee of the Region’s (CoR) draft response to the EU Commission’s paper which is currently being prepared and outlined some of the main issues. It was agreed to circulate a copy of the CoR’s response to the members and to incorporate their response into our draft paper.    


	8.

	Joint Meeting with the Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly
Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that a joint meeting with the Southern & Eastern Regional Assembly had been scheduled for the 6th March in Carrick-on-Shannon. Mary Coughlan T.D., Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment has agreed to address the meeting.  When more detailed information is available, this will be circulated to the members for their information.


	9.
	BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference 2009 
. 

Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that the BMW Regional Assembly’s Annual Conference was scheduled to take place on the 2nd April in the Abbey Hotel Roscommon.   The theme of this year’s Annual Conference is “The National Spatial Strategy – Is it Delivering Balanced Regional Development?”. Under EU Regulations the BMW Assembly as Managing Authority is obliged to hold a major information activity to promote the BMW Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013 and this conference is being held to fulfil this obligation.  


	10.
	Renewal of Office Lease 

Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that the lease for the BMW Regional Assembly offices was now due for renewal.  After ongoing negotiations with the Landlord, it was agreed that additional office space would be provided to accommodate a meeting room, additional offices and storage space and that there would be no increase in the rent payable.

The Assembly would be liable for some refurbishment work in relation to the extra accommodation. 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage  

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Connie Hannffy 

RESOLVED 
“That the Lease for the BMW Regional Assembly Office be renewed as outlined by the Director and that the cost of refurbishment work was also approved as assonated”.


	11.
	Correspondence 

Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that a letter was received from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food in relation to changes to the Rural Development Programme 2007-2013.  The Department has requested any suggestions and comments from the BMW Regional Assembly on how an additional €120m funding available can be best used to address some or all of the challenges identified.  Mr. Finn stated that a response would be considered at the next Regional & Rural Affairs sub-committee meeting.


	12.
	Any Other Business 

Restructuring of the Inland Fisheries Sector
The members discussed the Government’s current proposals for the restructuring of the inland fisheries sector. It was considered that in the context of the importance of the Moy salmon fishery to the Ballina region, it was essential that the Western Regional Fisheries Board’s existing office in Ballina be retained rather than amalgamate it with the Galway office.  It was the view of the members that this proposal will not adversely affect the overall restructuring programme, but will retain a strategic resource for Irish salmon fishing in Ballina where it is most appropriate. 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson  

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Damien Ryan  

RESOLVED 
“that the BMW Regional Assembly write to the Minister for Communications, Energy & Natural Resources requesting that the Western Regional Fisheries Board’s existing office in Ballina be retained rather than amalgamate it with the Galway office.”

Eco Eye Programme Sponsorship 
Gerry Finn informed the meeting of the special Eco Eye programme on the Western Rail Corridor which was screened on RTÉ 1 recently. The programme was made in association with West on Track, and financially supported by the Department of Transport, Iarnród Éireann and the relevant County Councils in the area. In addition the BMW Regional Assembly agreed to make a contribution of €5,000 towards the making of the programme.  
PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage   

SECONDED  by  Cllr. Tony Ferguson 

RESOLVED 
“that the BMW Regional Assembly’s sponsorship of €5,000 towards the making of the Eco Eye programme on the Western Rail Corridor be APPROVED.”


	
	This concluded the business of the meeting.
The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ___________________________      Date:  ________________________

              Cathaoirleach           
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