Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 1st June, 2007 in the Chamber of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 11.30 a.m.

	Present:
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
	Cllr. Seosamh Ó Cuaig
	Cllr. Terry Brennan

	
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr. Michael Regan
	Cllr. Brian McKenna

	
	Cllr. James Daly
	Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan

	
	Cllr. Anthony Ferguson
	Cllr. Peter Savage
	Cllr. T P Smith

	
	Cllr. Tom Crosby
	Cllr. Jerry Lundy
	Cllr. Marian McDonald

	
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	Cllr. Padraig Conneely
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan

	
	Cllr. Dessie Larkin
	Cllr. Dermot Connolly
	Cllr. Cyril Burke

	
	Cllr. Eugene Lavin
	Cllr. Mark Nugent
	Cllr. Tom Feighery

	
	Cllr. Tom Costello
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr. Veronica Cawley
	Cllr. Joseph Flanagan
	Cllr. Gerry Crawford

	
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	
	


	Officials:
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director
	

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive
	

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, Programme Executive
	

	
	Mr. Michael McCauley, Programme Executive
	

	
	Ms. Fiona Flynn, Clerical Officer
	


The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Terry Brennan, presided:
	1. 
	Minutes of the Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 16th February, 2007
PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan,
SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon, and

RESOLVED

“that the minutes of the meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 16th February, 2007 be ADOPTED.”


	2.
	Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.


	3.
	Noting of Minutes of Joint Sub-Committee Meetings held on 9th March and 20th April, 2007 
i. National Development Plan Sub-Committee

ii. Regional And Rural Affairs Sub-Committee
PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage,

SECONDED by Cllr. Andrew Boylan, and

RESOLVED

“that the minutes of the meeting of the Joint Sub-Committees held on 9th March and 20th April, 2007 be NOTED.”


	
	Welcome of New Member

Cllr. Terry Brennan welcomed Cllr. Eugene Lavin from Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo onto the BMW Regional Assembly. The Cathaoirleach informed the members that Cllr. Lavin replaces Cllr. Seamus Weir. Cllr. Brennan thanked Cllr. Weir for his hard work and worthwhile contribution while he was a member of the Assembly.


	4.
	Presentation by Mr. Patrick O’Sullivan, Spatial Policy, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the “NDP 2007 – 2013 - Implementing the National Spatial Strategy” 

Mr. Patrick O’ Sullivan’s presentation included the following keys points:

· NSS Implementation – First Four Years
· NDP 2000 – 2006 – Investments Supporting NSS
· NDP 2007 – 2013 
· Key Regional Development Issues 
· Key Regional Development Priorities
· Key Investment Priorities 
· NDP 2007 – 2013 – Implications for Planning System 
· NDP 2007 – 2013 and the Gateway Investment Fund
· Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government - Planning  Priorities for 2007 
Cllr. Terry Brennan thanked Mr. Patrick O’Sullivan for his informative presentation.
In reply to some questions and suggestions made by the members, Mr. O’Sullivan responded as follows: 

· Balanced Regional Development from a BMW prospective hasn’t materialised as was envisaged under the last NDP.

· The NRA are initially focusing on major inter-urban links. They don’t have funding nationally to deliver on everything immediately.

· Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Finance are the two Departments with responsibility for the GIF. 

· The BMW region has 5 Gateway towns. If there are to many Gateways, there is a chance/danger the NSS would fail to deliver. 

· The NSS supports linkages between smaller towns and Hubs.
· The allocation of the additional €300m is the responsibility of the Department of Environment and Department of Finance. The number of proposals is limited to 1 per Local Authority. The elected members will be involved in the decision making process at local level.
· Derry/Letterkenny collaboration should be explored bi-laterally. 
· The call for proposals for the GIF is in June and Authorities will have 5 months to prepare their submission.

· Relevant information is available from the Department’s website.
· This investment fund is specifically for the Gateways, other sources of funding i.e. Urban and Village Renewal continues to be available to the Hubs. 
· The Dublin/Belfast corridor is developing at an enormous rate and there is a need for an equivalent corridor Waterford/Cork – Kerry/Galway as a counter balance. 
· Dept. of Environment have a new population projection. At Regional Authority level, look at the Regional Planning Guidelines to take this into account. 
Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director, BMW Regional Assembly informed the members that the NDP has a provision of nearly €150m for Urban and Village Renewal which is available to all towns and villages. Under the new Rural Development Programme, small towns and villages will be also able to apply for funding. Under the Regional Assembly’s OP, urban areas are included. 



	5.
	Adoption of Annual Report and Accounts for year ended 2006

PROPOSED by Cllr. Gerry Lundy,

SECONDED by Cllr. Peter Savage, and

RESOLVED
“that the Annual Report and Accounts for Year Ended 2006 as presented be ADOPTED.”


	6.
	Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year ended 31st December 2006

PROPOSED by Cllr. Gerry Lundy,

SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon, and

RESOLVED
“that the Statement of Accounts for the Financial Year ended 31st December, 2006 as presented be ADOPTED.”


	7.
	BMW Regional Assembly Annual Conference 2007 
Cllr. Terry Brennan, Cathaoirleach informed all members that the BMW Regional Assembly’s Annual Conference is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 13th June, 2007 in The Four Seasons Hotel, Carlingford, Co. Louth on the theme of “Renewable Energy – An Opportunity for Regional Development”. He invited all Councillors to attend.

	8.
	Update on Regional OP 2007 – 2013

Mr. Kieran Moylan informed the members that the Regional OP which was endorsed at the last meeting had been submitted to the EU Commission, which had confirmed that the Programme met all the requirements. The BMW Regional Assembly is involved in the process of preparing two Interreg Programmes – Atlantic Area and North Periphery. He informed the members that the Director, Mr. Gerry Finn was absent from today’s meeting as he had to attend a meeting at short notice in relation to these. 

	9.
	Correspondence 

The following correspondence was noted by the members:
A letter from the office of the Minister for Health and Children, Ms. Mary Harney, TD, regarding a proposal from NUI Galway and the University of Ulster for a joint venture in Medical Education.

Letters of acknowledgement from Mr. Brian Cowen, TD, Minister for Finance, regarding the monitoring and funding of the NDP 2007 – 2013. 

A letter of acknowledgment from Mr. Martin Cullen, TD, Minister from Transport regarding the East West Road Link. 

A letter from the NRA regarding the East West Road Link.

Letters of acknowledgment from Mr. Tony Smyth, Office of Public Works and Mr. Tom Parlon, TD, Minister of State at the Department of Finance regarding the recent flooding in South Mayo.

A notice regarding the Association of Irish Regions Conference “The Challenge of Climate Change for the Island of Ireland” to be held in The Malton Hotel, (formerly The Great Southern Hotel), Town Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry on Friday 19th October, 2007.

A notice regarding the Association of Municipal Authorities 94th Annual Conference to be held in the Brandon House Hotel, Newross on 13th – 15th September, 2007.

It was agreed to send a copy of the correspondence to the relevant Councillors.



	10.
	Any Other Business 
PROPOSED by Cllr. Jerry Lundy,

SECONDED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson, and

RESOLVED 

“that a study trip be arranged to one of the 27 EU Member States in relation to the use of EU Structural Funds and rural development and that this study trip would be available to members who had not used their annual conference allowance from the Assembly”.
In relation to 1st and 2nd calls under the group broadband scheme, members expressed their concern at the government’s decision to discontinue such a scheme until the newly proposed scheme is up and running. They also expressed the need for clarity in relation to full broadband coverage in the context of Northern Ireland.
Mr. Moylan informed the members that approved County and Group Broadband Projects will be allowed to proceed. There is a mapping process in place and the scheme is a replica of Northern Ireland’s system. Mr. Moylan clarified the situation in relation to 100% coverage.

PROPOSED by Cllr. Tony Ferguson,

SECONDED by Cllr. Jerry Lundy, and

RESOLVED

“that the BMW Regional Assembly write to Minister Mary Harney, Dept. of Health enquiring as to what proposals the Department of Health has for the treatment of patients with cystic fibrosis and also to enquire about the facilities that are available or are to be provided for these patients.”

Cllr. Terry Brennan informed that members that the AGM is scheduled to take place on Friday 20th July, 2007.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

Signed:  ___________________________      

               Cathaoirleach                                     
Date:      ___________________________ 
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