Minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 21st July, 2006 in the Chamber of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 11.00 a.m.
	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan
	Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan

	
	Cllr. Terry Brennan
	Cllr. Cyril Burke
	Cllr. Veronica Cawley

	
	Cllr. Padraig Conneely
	Cllr. Dermot Connolly
	Cllr. Tom Costello

	
	Cllr. Gerry Crawford
	Cllr. Tom Crosby
	Cllr. James Daly

	
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr. Tom Feighery
	Cllr. Anthony Ferguson

	
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	Cllr. Dessie Larkin

	
	Cllr. Jerry Lundy
	Cllr. Marian McDonald
	Cllr. Seamus Weir

	
	Cllr. Peter Savage
	Cllr. Brian McKenna
	Cllr. TP Smith
	

	
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	Cllr. Michael Regan
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr. Seosamh Ó Cuaig
	
	

	
	Cllr. Mark Nugent
	
	

	
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director
	
	

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director
	

	
	Mr. Gerry Lavelle, Programme Executive
	

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, Programme Executive
	

	
	Mr. Michael McCauley, Programme Executive
	

	
	Mr. Michael O’ Brien, Programme Liaison Officer
	

	
	Ms. Fiona Flynn, A/Asst. Staff Officer
	

	
	
	

	1.
	Adoption of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 22nd July, 2005.


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Peter Savage,

SECONDED by Cllr. Tom Crosby

And RESOLVED 

“that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 22nd July, 2005 be ADOPTED.”



	
	Cllr. Michael McGreal, as outgoing Cathaoirleach, thanked the members, Director and staff of the BMW Assembly for their co-operation, help and direction during the past year. He stated that his term of office had been very busy, particularly as preparation of the new BMW Regional Operational Programme got underway. Cllr. McGreal suggested that greater efforts need to be made to make the public more aware of the importance and role of the BMW Regional Assembly. In relation to public expenditure under the NDP in the region, he indicated that in some areas such as Tourism, Research and Development and Public Transport, spend continued to be slow while there was an improvement in road infrastructure. The Western Rail Corridor is included in Transport 21 but Cllr. McGreal called on the Government to open the entire track. Cllr. McGreal wished whoever was elected Cathaoirleach well in their new role.


	2.
	Election of Cathaoirleach
Cllr. McGreal called for proposals for the position of Cathaoirleach.


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Owen Bannigan,

SECONDED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy 

“that Cllr. Terry Brennan be elected as Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the forth coming year.”  

As there were no other proposals, Cllr. Terry Brennan was deemed elected Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.

On taking the Chain of Office, Cllr. Brennan thanked his proposer and seconder.  He paid a sincere tribute to Cllr. McGreal for the excellent way in which he represented the BMW Regional Assembly and wished him well in the future. During his term as Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Brennan said that he would champion the cause of more balanced Regional Development for all of the thirteen counties in the BMW region and would call on Government to ensure that all monies allocated to the region would be spent and more importantly that any under spend in the current round would be adequately addressed in the next NDP. Cllr. Brennan also said that he would lobby Government to ensure that the BMW Region benefited to the fullest extent possible under the current NDP and that the region would receive its fair share of spend under the next round (2007 – 2013)  of Structural Funds which will concentrate on Innovation and the Knowledge Economy. Cllr. Brennan also stated that in the context of the signification reduction in PEACE Programme funding for the border region, in the next programming period, a more strategic approach needed to be adopted to identify projects that will be of the greatest lasting benefit to the region. Cllr. Brennan stated that there were opportunities for the region to obtain a greater share of the tourism industry and that access to the region including road, rail and air transport needed to be improved. Cllr. Brennan also identified the generation of alternative energy from both marine and wind sources as important projects for the BMW region. Finally, the Cathaoirleach stated that he looked forward to working with all the members of the Assembly for the benefit of the region over the next twelve months.

Mr. Gerry Finn extended congratulations on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Assembly to Cllr. Brennan on his election as Cathaoirleach.  He stated that the staff will give every support and advice as needed over the next year. He also congratulated Cllr. McGreal on his trojan work during the past year. In relation to awareness of the function of the BMW Assembly, Mr. Finn informed the members that the press and media are invited to all the Assembly meetings and numerous press releases are issued during the year and he stated that every opportunity would be availed of to improve the awareness of the Assembly’s role and functions.


	3.
	Election of Leas Cathaoirleach

Cllr. Brennan called for proposals for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach.


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan,

SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon 
“that Cllr. James Daly be elected as Leas Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the forth coming year.”  
As there were no further proposals for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr. James Daly was deemed to be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.

Cllr. James Daly thanked everyone for their unanimous vote and stated that he will do his best in his role to assist the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Terry Brennan, and the staff and he will also work to promote the region.

All of the Councillors congratulated both Cllr. Brennan and Cllr. Daly and wished them well in the following year.


This concluded the business of the Annual General Meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

______________________________

___________________________

Cathaoirleach




Director
_____________________

Date
