
Minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 20th July, 2007 in the Chamber of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly, Ballaghaderreen at 11.00 a.m.
	Present:
	Cllr. Owen Bannigan
	Cllr. Larry Bannon
	Cllr. Andrew Boylan

	
	Cllr. Terry Brennan
	Cllr. Damien Ryan
	Cllr. Veronica Cawley

	
	Cllr. Padraig Conneely
	Cllr. Dermot Connolly
	Cllr. Tom Costello

	
	Cllr. Michael McGreal
	Cllr. Tom Crosby
	Cllr. James Daly

	
	Cllr. James Deegan
	Cllr. Tom Feighery
	Cllr. Anthony Ferguson

	
	Cllr. Joe Flanagan
	Cllr. Connie Hanniffy
	Cllr. Dessie Larkin

	
	Cllr. Jerry Lundy
	Cllr. Marian McDonald
	Cllr. Seamus Weir

	
	Cllr. Peter Savage
	Cllr. Michael Regan
	Cllr. Seosamh Ó Cuaig
	

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Cllr. Cyril Burke
	
	

	
	Cllr. Mark Nugent
	
	

	
	Cllr. Gerry Crawford
	
	

	
	Cllr. Brian McKenna
	
	

	
	Cllr. TP Smith
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Officials:
	Mr. Gerry Finn, Director
	
	

	
	Mr. Kieran Moylan, Assistant Director
	

	
	Mr. Barry Guckian, Programme Executive
	

	
	Mr. Adrian O’Donoghue, Policy and Research Officer
	

	
	Mr. Michael O’ Brien, Programme Liaison Officer
	

	
	Mr. Joe Flynn, Auditor 
	

	
	Ms. Fiona Flynn, Clerical Officer
	

	
	
	

	1.
	Adoption of Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 21st July, 2006



	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Tom Costello,

SECONDED by Cllr. Andrew Boylan

And RESOLVED 

“that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly held on 21st July, 2006 be ADOPTED.”



	
	Cllr. Terry Brennan, as outgoing Cathaoirleach, thanked the members, Director and staff of the BMW Assembly for their co-operation, help and direction during the past year. Cllr. Brennan thanked all who travelled to Carlingford for this year’s very successful Annual Conference - it was a major achievement to host it in his home town. He extended his appreciation to the staff of the Assembly for their organisation of the event. 
The Cathaoirleach stated that it was up to the Assembly to maximise the benefits that have accrued to the BMW region during the 2007 – 2013 period. Cllr. Brennan expressed his satisfaction at the proposed opening of the Ulster Canal and the recent developments in North/South Co-operation. Cllr. Brennan concluded by saying it was a great honour to be the Cathaoirleach for the past year and he wished the incoming Cathaoirleach success in his new role.



	2.
	Election of Cathaoirleach
Cllr. Brennan called for proposals for the position of Cathaoirleach.



	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. Connie Hanniffy,

SECONDED by Cllr. James Daly

“that Cllr. James Deegan be elected as Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.”  

As there were no other proposals, Cllr. James Deegan was deemed elected Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.

On taking the Chain of Office, Cllr. Deegan thanked his proposer and seconder.  He paid a sincere tribute to Cllr. Brennan for carrying out his duties in an official and honourable manner and for overseeing the preparation of the new Regional Operational Programme 2007 – 2013. During his term as Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Deegan said that he will aim to highlight the workings and the activities of the Assembly in the national and regional media in order to raise its profile and awareness, particularly in relation to the investment of monies across the region. Cllr. Deegan also stated that it was timely to initiate contacts with the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

Finally, the Cathaoirleach stated that he looked forward to working with all the members of the Assembly for the benefit of the region over the next twelve months.

Mr. Gerry Finn extended congratulations on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Assembly to Cllr. Deegan on his election as Cathaoirleach.  He stated that the staff will give every support and advice as needed over the next year. He also congratulated Cllr. Brennan on his trojan work during the past year. Mr. Finn informed the members that the Assembly issues various press releases during the year and also interviews are given on a regular basis. The issue of publicity and press coverage will be listed for discussion at the next Assembly meeting.


	3.
	Election of Leas Cathaoirleach

Cllr. Deegan called for proposals for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach.


	
	PROPOSED by Cllr. James Deegan,

SECONDED by Cllr. Larry Bannon 

“that Cllr. Andrew Boylan be elected as Leas Cathaoirleach of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly for the forth coming year.” 

As there were no further proposals for the position of Leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Andrew Boylan was deemed to be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the BMW Regional Assembly for the forthcoming year.

Cllr. Andrew Boylan thanked everyone for their unanimous vote and stated that he will do his best in his role to assist the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. James Deegan, and the staff and he will also work to promote the region. He suggested that in order to further highlight the role of the Regional Assembly in the media that a press release should be issued after each meeting, including Sub-Committee meetings.

All of the Councillors congratulated both Cllr. Deegan and Cllr. Boylan and wished them well in the coming year.

Councillors expressed their interest in holding a joint meeting with the S&E Regional Assembly this year.  Mr. Gerry Finn informed the members that the Assemblies had asked Commissioner Hübner to address a joint meeting, but no date had yet been agreed. Should the Commissioner be unable to schedule a visit to Ireland another speaker will be engaged for a joint meeting. 


This concluded the business of the Annual General Meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed.

______________________________

___________________________

Cathaoirleach




Director
_____________________

Date

