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Present:
Cllr. J. Digan

Deputy A. Boylan

Cllr. Gary Carville

Cllr. P.J. Coghill
Cllr. R. Cribbin

Cllr. S. Farrell


Cllr. T. Feighery

Cllr. A. Ferguson

Cllr. J. Flannery

Cllr. P. Kennedy

Cllr. M. Leahy


Cllr. M. Loughnane

Cllr. J. McConville
Cllr. M. McGreal

Cllr. P. Treanor

Cllr. S. O’Neachtain
Cllr. D. Ryan


Cllr. T.P. Smith

Apologies:
Cllr. L. Conlon

Cllr. J. Devins

Cllr. C. Hanniffy


Cllr. P. Kelly

Cllr. H. Lynn

Cllr. D. Lyons


Cllr. J. Maloney

Cllr. J. McClearn
Cllr. B. McGuinness


Mr. S. O’Grady, N.U.I. Galway

Officials:
Mr. G. Finn, Director


Mr. K. Moylan, Asst. Director


Mr. B. Guckian, Programme Executive


Mr. M. McCauley, Programme Executive

In Attendance:
Mr. Eamon O’Cuiv TD (with special responsibility for rural development and land policy)



1. Opening of Meeting
The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Joe Digan opened the meeting.  

A vote of sympathy was extended to the family of the late Dan Gilmartin, Chairman, Connacht Gold Co-operative, on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Michael McGreal

SECONDED by Cllr. John Flannery.

Other members present joined with Cllr. McGreal and Cllr. Flannery in their expression of sympathy and commented on the tremendous work which Mr. Gilmartin had done with Connacht Gold Co-operative, the Council for the West and in his previous role as Chairman of North Connacht Farmers Co-operative.

1. Minutes of Joint Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly and 
the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly held on 17th January, 2002 in Council 

Chamber, Laois County Council, Portlaoise
The minutes of the Joint Meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly and the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly held on 17th January, 2002 in the Council Chamber, Laois County Council, Portlaoise were ADOPTED

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. P.J. Coghill

SECONDED by Deputy A. Boylan

2. Matters Arising
Mr. Gerry Finn, Director informed the members that the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly’s programme of Innovative Actions, with a budget of 2.5m euro had been approved.

Cllr. Michael McGreal commented regarding the presentation made by Minister McCreevy in relation to decentralisation at the joint meeting of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly and the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly.  Cllr. McGreal queried the accuracy of Minister McCreevy's statement in relation to the Government's decentralisation programme.

Deputy A. Boylan raised some concern in relation to commitments being given and not being followed up by speakers attending meetings of regional bodies.

Gerry Finn, Director read correspondence received from An Taoiseach, acknowledging the welcome he had received at the opening of the Assembly's offices on 28th February.

3. Minutes of Joint Sub-Committee meetings held on 15th February, 2002
The minutes of the Agriculture and Rural Development sub-committee were NOTED 

on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Andrew Boylan

SECONDED by Cllr. Damien Ryan

The minutes of the Human Resources and Social Inclusion sub-committee were NOTED
on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Jacqui McConville

SECONDED by Ald. Michael Leahy

The minutes of the Productive Investment and Local Enterprise sub-committee were NOTED
on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Thomas Feighery

SECONDED by Cllr. P.J. Coghill

The minutes of the Infrastructure and Spatial Strategy sub-committee were NOTED
on the PROPOSAL of Deputy A. Boylan

SECONDED by Cllr. Gary Carville

Cllr. Michael Leahy stated that the upgrading of the Athlone – Portarlington line should be included in the strategic rail review. 

Cllr. John Flannery PROPOSED that the upgrading of the Sligo-Collooney line be addressed at a future meeting of the Infrastructure sub-committee This was SECONDED by Cllr. Gary Carville.

Cllr. Peter Savage asked that a copy of the rail study be circulated to members.  The circulation of this two-page document was agreed.

4. Minutes of the Operational Committee meeting held on 15th February, 2002

The minutes of the Operational Committee meeting held on 15th February, 2002 


were ADOPTED


on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. P.J. Coghill


SECONDED by Cllr. John Flannery


Mr. Gerry Finn informed the meeting that expressions of interest under the Tourism Measure 


had been received. Cllr. McGreal expressed concern that areas within the B.M.W. Region 


would not be in a position to avail of such grants if they were located in the Shannon Corridor 


Tax Renewal area.


Cllr. Peter Savage enquired as to why the Angling launch had been delayed, to which Mr. 


Finn replied that as far as he was aware a launch was imminent.
5. Adoption of Work Programme 2002

Mr. Gerry Finn, Director outlined the 2002 Work Programme to the Members and


highlighted the areas of work in which the Assembly and its staff would be involved during 


the year.


The Work Programme for 2002 was ADOPTED 


on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Sean O’Neachtain


SECONDED by Cllr.Peter Savage 

9.
Establishment of Contact Point in Brussels

At the request of Councillor S. O'Neachtain, and with the agreement of the Cathaoirleach, 


this item was brought forward.  


Mr. Gerry Finn, Director stated that the proposal had been put forward by the Association of 


Irish Regions representing the 8 Regional Authorities and the 2 Regional Assemblies and 


would be linked with the Irish office of the Committee of the Regions.


Councillor S. O'Neachtain stated that there was a need for better co-ordination among the 


offices in Brussels. This was supported by Ald. Michael Leahy.


Councillor O'Neachtain PROPOSED that the Association of Irish Region's proposal be 


supported.  This was SECONDED by Councillor Gary Carville, and AGREED by the 


members

6. Overdraft Accommodation
The Overdraft Accommodation in the sum of €300,000 was ADOPTED 
on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Peter Savage

SECONDED by Cllr. Gary Carville

8. North / South Committee
Gerry Finn, Director stated that the first meeting of the North / South Committee had taken place earlier that day in the Offices of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly.  Terms of Reference for the committee had been agreed by the committee. He also stated that a proposal had been made to invite Mr. John McKinney, Chief Executive, Special EU Programmes Body to address a future meeting. He also referred to existing links with North-South Bodies and institutions and the requirement for reporting of north-south co-operation under the N.D.P.

7. Address by the Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Development, Mr. Eamon O’Cuiv TD

Cllr. Joe Digan welcomed Mr. O’Cuiv to address the Assembly meeting.  Mr. O’Cuiv thanked the Assembly for giving him the opportunity to address them and acknowledged the constructive work done to date in the Region.

Minister O’Cuiv spoke about a broad range of agriculture and rural development issues, including investment in rural infrastructure, planning and development and the role of An Taisce in rural areas and the new CLAR Programme which he initiated in the Department of Agriculture.

In relation to infrastructure, Minister O’Cuiv referred to roads, water services, rail infrastructure and natural gas.  He stated that he strongly believed that rural areas were far more disadvantaged than urban areas and that people did not realise the importance of investment in infrastructure in these rural areas.  

The Minister went on to speak of the CLAR Programme and stated that this Programme was developed to bring extra resources to rural disadvantaged areas immediately.  He also stated that decentralisation should take place to rural areas.

Finally the Minister spoke of rural planning and development and the planning guidelines which were to be adhered to for once-off rural houses.  He called for an informed debate on rural planning and stated that it should focus on the types of houses built in rural areas and the orientation of these houses in the rural landscape.

Members of the Assembly raised a number of questions in relation to:

· Gas Piplelines

· Rural Planning and the role of An Taisce

· Decentralisation to Rural Areas

· Road investment and tolling

· Provision of Swimming Pools and Libraries

· Monaghan Rail Line

· Claremorris-Sligo Rail Line

· Exclusion of areas from CLAR

The Minister responded to these questions by stating that it was not possible to address the needs of all areas immediately, but that each of these would be addressed on an ongoing basis over the forthcoming years.

Assembly members thanked Minister O’Cuiv for his informative presentation and stated that his concerns for development were on an equal level with their own, as elected representatives of the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly and Local and Regional Authorities.

10. Any Other Business
(1)
The Annual Accounts and Statements for the Border, Midland and Western Regional Assembly were circulated and APPROVED, on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Peter Savage, and SECONDED by Cllr. Michael McGreal

(2)
Councillor Peter Savage stated that in relation to North-South co-operation, the Committee should establish links at community and voluntary group level as well as at official level.

(3)
Gerry Finn, Director referred to an invitation received for himself and the Cathaoirleach to attend Boston College, and also notification of a Conference on European Cohesion which had been received.  These were APPROVED, on the PROPOSAL of Cllr. Peter Savage, and SECONDED by Cllr. Michael McGreal.
(4)
Gerry Finn, Director recommended that the Bank Accounts of the BMW Assembly be moved from Roscommon Town to Ballaghaderreen.  This was AGREED, on the PROPOSAL of Councillor Peter Savage, and was SECONDED by Cllr. Michael McGreal

(5)
Councillor Tony Ferguson called for a statement to be issued calling on the Department of Foreign Affairs to become more proactive in calling for Israel to withdraw from Palestinian areas and to respect U.N. Resolutions.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

The foregoing minutes are confirmed and agreed.

_____________________________

________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH




DIRECTOR

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE


BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD ON 5TH APRIL, 2002 IN THE CHAMBER OF THE  BORDER, MIDLAND AND WESTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY, BALLAGHADERREEN AT 3.00P.M.
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